
SENATE....:No. 101.

The Joint Standing Committee on Towns, to whom was
committed the Petition of Joshua W. Leland and others, for
the incorporating of a new town out of the territory of Grafton
and Sutton, after due notice, and a patient hearing of all inter-
ested, either for the granting or rejecting the prayer of the Peti-
tion, have come to the conclusion that the peculiarities of the
locality, together with the similarity of the business pursuits,
tastes, and wants of its inhabitants, and the extent of its ter-
ritory and population, will warrant the Legislature in incor-
porating the same into a new town.

The territory of the proposed new town contains a popula-
tion of about eighteen hundred, (1,800,) compactly located in
the valley of the Blackstone River, and upon the hills which
border it upon either side, a large part of whom live within
one and one-half miles of the centre of said territory. It con-
tains five manufacturing villages of considerable magnitude,
besides several smaller manufacturing establishments, afford-
ing to the agricultural portion of the population a market for
their produce, with which they have daily intercourse, and
creating mutual interests and sympathies between all classes
of its inhabitants.
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The three towns (if the new one be incorporated) will stand
relatively as follows, to wit: Grafton will contain sixteen
square miles, with a population of three thousand and forty,
and a valuation of §1,190,000. Sutton will contain twenty-
eight and three-quarters square miles, with a population of two
thousand two hundred and forty, and a valuation of §709,471;
and the new town will contain a territory of thirteen square
miles, a population of seventeen hundred and twenty, and a
valuation of §560,000.

The Blackstone River passes through the middle of these
flourishing villages, severing them politically, (the river being
the line between the two towns of Grafton and Sutton,) al-
though so intimately connected and interwoven by a similarity
of interests and pursuits. The population are remote from the
centres of the towns to which they belong, and well located
for the making of an enterprising and flourishing town.

In view of all the facts, the Committee feel themselves war-
ranted in reporting in favor of granting the prayer of the
Petitioners. They therefore report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. D. BLACK, Chairman.
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AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of Chapin.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. That portion of the towns of Grafton
2 and Sutton lying within the present division lines
3 between the said towns and the towns of Northbridge
4 and Upton, and the present division lines between
5 said towns of Sutton and Millbury, and a line com-
-6 mencing at the most north-westerly corner of Swan
7 Pond, in the division line between said Northbridge
8 and Sutton, and thence running in a straight line
9 north, twenty-five and one-half degrees west, fourteen

10 hundred and ninety-five rods to the said line between
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11 the said towns of Sutton and Millbury; and another
12 line commencing at the point marked by a stone
13 monument where the said line between Sutton and
14 Millbury intersects the town line between said towns
15 of Millbury and Grafton ; and running thence north
16 eighty-seven and one-fourth degrees east two hundred
1T and eighty-three rods; thence turning and running
18 south fifty-two degrees east one hundred and seventy-
-19 two rods; thence turning and running south twenty-
-20 one and three-fourths degrees east seventy-two rods
21 to Little River; thence by the centre of said river
22 two hundred rods; thence turning and running north
23 seventy-four degrees east two hundred and seventy-six
24 rods from the centre of said river; thence turning
25 and running south thirty degrees east two hundred
26 and forty-one rods; thence turning and running
27 south eighty-six and one-fourth degrees east two hun-
-28 dred and sixty-eight rods to the line of the town of
29 Upton, near the Fisher Place,—is hereby incorporated
30 into a town by the name of Chapin; and the inhab-
-31 itants of said town of Chapin are hereby invested
32 with all the powers and privileges, and shall be sub-
-33 jected to all the duties and requisitions, of other in-
-34 corporated towns, according to the constitution and
35 laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Chapin
2 shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which have
3 been assessed upon them by the towns of Sutton and
4 Grafton respectively before the passing of this act,

5 and also their proportion of all county and State
6 taxes that may be assessed upon said towns respec-
-7 tively previous to the taking of the next State valua
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8 tion, said proportion to be ascertained and determined
9 by the last valuation of said towns respectively; and

10 said town of Chapin shall be holden to pay their pto-

-11 portion of the debts due and owing at the time of the
12 passage of this act from the towns of Grafton and
13 Sutton respectively, and be entitled to receive of the
14 said towns respectively their proportion of all the
15 corporate property now owned by said towns of Graf-
-16 ton and Sutton respectively, such proportion to be
17 ascertained and determined by the last valuation of
18 said towns respectively.

1 Sect. 3. The said town of Chapin shall support
2 their proportion of all paupers now supported by
3 either of the said towns of Grafton and Sutton; and
4 the said towns of Chapin, Grafton and Sutton shall
5 be respectively liable for the support of all paupers,
6 who shall hereafter stand in need of relief as paupers,
7 whose settlement was gained or derived within their
8 respective limits.

1 Sect. 4. In case said towns of Grafton and Chapin,
2 or said towns of Sutton and Chapin, shall disagree in
3 respect to a division of paupers, town property, town
4 debts, or State and county taxes, the court of com-
-5 mon pleas for the county of Worcester are hereby
6 authorized to, and shall, on application of either of
7 said towns, appoint three disinterested persons to hear
8 the parties and award thereon; which award, when
9 accepted by the court, shall be final.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Chapin, for the purpose of
2 electing representatives to the general court, until the
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3 next decennial census, or until another apportionment
4 of representatives be made, shall remain a part of
5 towns of Sutton and Grafton respectively, and
6 vote therefor at such places, respectively, as the said
7 towns of Sutton and Grafton shall vote; and the
8 selectmen of Chapin shall make a true list of all per-
-9 sons within their town qualified to vote at every such

10 election, and shall post up the same in said town of
11 Chapin, and shall correct the same as required by
12 law, and shall deliver a true list of all such voters as
13 are entitled to vote in said towns of Sutton and Graf-

-14 ton respectively to the selectmen thereof seven days at
15 least before such election, to be used thereat.

1 Sect. 6. The said town of Chapin shall remove

2 the school-house now standing in district numbered
3 two in said Grafton, on the territory hereby incorpo-
-4 rated in the town of Chapin, to such convenient point
5 within that part of said district remaining in the town
6 of Grafton as the voters in said district so remaining
7 in Grafton shall designate—said voters to designate
8 the place and furnish the site for said school-house
9 within one year from the passage of this act; and the

10 said town shall so remove and place in proper posi-
-11 tion said school-house .within six months after said
12 voters shall provide and designate a place for the same,
13 and give notice thereof to said town. In case said
14 voters shall so provide and designate a place and give
15 notice thereof within one year, and said town shall
16 thereupon neglect to remove said school-house, said
17 town of Grafton may remove said school-house, and
18 recover all expense in so doing, and all damages, of
19 said town of Chapin.
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1 Sect. 7. Any justice of the peace in the county of
2 Worcester is hereby authorized to issue his warrant
3 to any principal inhabitant of the town of Chapin,
4 requiring him to warn the inhabitants of said town to
5 meet at the time and place therein appointed, for
6 the purpose of choosing all such town officers as
7 towns are by law authorized and required to choose
8 at their annual meetings.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




