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The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom wa;
committed the Petition of Joseph Reed and others, praying foi
a Railroad from Lexington to Chelmsford, report the accom
panying Bill.

S. C. MAINE, Chairman

©ommontuealti) of i^asaartjttsrtts.

In Senate, April 25, 1855.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Lexington and Chelmsford Railroad

Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :— >

1 Sect. 1. Joseph Reed, W. 11. B. Whiteman, Jon-
-2 athan Hill, John B. Billings, Sami. P. Elliott, and
3 Nathl. C. Cutler, their associates and successors, are
4 hereby made a corporation by the name of the Lexing-
-5 ton and Chelmsford Railroad Company, with all the
6 powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,
7 liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth
8 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and of the thirty-
-9 ninth chapter in that part thereof relating to railroad

10 corporations, and in all other general laws which have
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11 been or shall be hereafter passed relative to railroad
12 corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company are empowered to locate,
2 construct, and maintain a railroad, with one or more

3 tracks, from a point in the town of Lexington, by
4 the most convenient route, through the towns of Bed-
-5 ford, Billerica, and Chelmsford, to a point on the
6 Nashua and Lowell Railroad most convenient for en-
-7 tering on said road in the village of North Chelmsford.

1 Sect. 3. Said company may enter with their rail-
-2 road upon the Lexington and West Cambridge Rail-
-3 road at the most convenient point in the town of
4 Lexington, and also upon the Nashua and Lowell
5 Railroad at the most convenient point in the town of
6 Chelmsford, and use the said roads, or either of them,
7 or any part or parts of both, or either of them, ac-
-8 cording to the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 4. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of four thousand shares of one hundred dol-
-3 lars each, and no assessments shall be laid thereon of
4 a greater amount in the whole than one hundred
5 dollars on each share ; and the said company may in-
-6 vest and hold such part of its capital stock in real and
7 personal estate as may be necessary and convenient
8 for the purpose of their incorporation.

1 Sect. 5. If the location of the said railroad be
2 not filed according to law within three years, or if
3 the said railroad shall not be constructed within five
4 years, with at least one track, then this act shall be
5 void.
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1 Sect. 6. The legislature may from time to time
2 reduce the rate of tolls or other profits upon the said
3 railroad; but the tolls shall not, without the consent
4 ofs aid company, be so reduced as to produce with the
5 said profits less than ten per cent, per annum.

1 Sect. 7. The legislature may authorize any
2 company to enter with another railroad upon and
3 use the said Lexington and Chelmsford Railroad, or
4 any part thereof, paying therefor such a rate of toll
5 or compensation as the legislature may from time to
6 time prescribe, or as may be fixed by any general law
7 of this Commonwealth, and complying with such rules
8 and regulations as may be established by the said
9 Lexington and Chelmsford Railroad Company.

1 Sect. 8. Any person or corporation that may sus-
-2 tain damage by this railroad company in pursuance of
3 the authority granted by this act may have the same
4 estimated in the manner now provided by law for the
5 estimation of damages caused by the laying out,
6 making and maintaining of a railroad. But the ap-
-7 plication shall be made to the county commissioners
8 of the county of Middlesex; and if either party, being
9 dissatisfied with such estimate of damage, shall apply

10 for a jury, the jury shall be taken from such towns
11 in said county as any justice of the court of common
12 pleas shall direct; and the sheriff shall apply to some

13 one of the said justices for such direction; and it shall
14 be the duty of said justice to name the towns from
15 which the jury shall be taken in the manner prescribed
16 by law.


