
SENATE....:.No. ITB.

The Joint Standing Committee on Mercantile Affairs and
insurance, to whom were committed the Petition of B. F. Bay-
ley 7 and others, for a new avenue from Boston to South Boston,
and the Petitions of

G. F. Wilde and 232 others,
Rufus C. Brackett and 214 others,
C. U. Kellogg and 203 others,
Horace Felton and 196 others,
S. K. Crowell and 106 others,
S. W. Waldron and 166 others,
John F. Abbot and 51 others,
Edwin B. Spinney and 19 others,

in aid thereof, have considered the same, and report the accom-
panying Bill.

A. J. WRIGHT, Chairman.

(gomnumknealty of i^assactjusetts.

In Senate, April 25, 1855.
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AN ACT

To incorporate the Atlantic Avenue and Harbor Improve-
ment Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs :

1 Sect. 1. Samuel Leeds, Adam Bent, Benjamin F.
2 Bayley, Henry A. Drake, J. Dunham, Jr., and Ephra-
-3 im Dodge, their associates and successors, are here-
-4 by made a corporation by the name of the Atlantic
5 Avenue and Harbor Improvement Corporation, with
6 all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the
7 duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the
8 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

©owmoutoealtlj of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and 'Fifty-
Five.
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1 Sect. 2. The said corporation is established with
2 full powers, and for the purpose of opening and
3 making certain free communications which the public
4 convenience and necessity require, by means of avenues

5 and otherwise, between that part of Boston called
6 South Boston and the other portions of Boston; and
7 for the purpose of improving the harbor of Boston
8 and increasing its commercial advantages, by erecting
9 suitable structures which the exigencies of commerce

10 require upon the flats in the harbor which are here-
-11 after described, and of regulating, maintaining and
12 occupying the same; and also for the purposes of
13 making certain excavations in and removing cer-

-14 tain obstructions from said harbor, as well as for the
15 other purposes contemplated by this act.

1 Sect. 3. The said corporation are authorized to
2 construct and maintain an avenue from Broad Street,
3 in Boston, to that part of Boston called South Boston ;

4 which avenue shall not be less than fifty, nor more

5 than one hundred, feet wide, and is to commence on

6 Broad Street at some point between Spears’ Wharf
7 and Summer Street Wharf, so called, and is to be
8 constructed in the manner hereinafter prescribed to
9 some point in South Boston between L Street and P

10 Street, so called. Said avenue, when completed, shall
11 be open for free travel for all persons without toll or

12 charge therefor, and where it crosses Fore Point
13 Channel shall be built upon piles, and shall not ex-

-14 ceed at that place seventy feet in width, and shall be
15 provided with a suitable swivel draw, or draws, with
16 draw piers on each side of the same of suitable length,
17 and the draw or draws shall be opened for the pas-
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18 sage of vessels at all reasonable and proper times by
19 day and by night. The remaining portions of said
20 avenue may be made partly or wholly upon piles or
21 of solid structure, and may be changed by said cor-
-22 poration from one kind of structure to the other, as
23 convenience may require; and suitable draws may
24 be made by said corporation, with draw piers on each
25 side thereof, in such portions of said avenue as may
26 be convenient or necessary.

1 Sect. 4. The northerly line of said avenue shall
2 be distant not more than six hundred feet in a south-
-3 easterly direction from the line B referred to in an
4 act entitled “An Act concerning the Harbor of Bos-
-5 ton,” approved May 25, 1853; and said avenue shall
6 be completed within five years from the passage of
7 this act.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation are hereby authorized
2 and required to make such excavations of the flats
3 between the lines A and B aforesaid, which are con-
-4 tiguous to the flats hereinafter granted, for the pur-
-5 pose of improving the harbor of Boston, and deepen-
-6 ing, widening and straightening the channels thereof,
7 and of removing obstructions therefrom, as may be
8 required by the commissioners to be appointed by
9 virtue of this act.

1 Sect. 6. For the purpose of enabling said cor-

-2 poration to make the improvements which public cou-

-3 venience and necessity and the exigencies of com-

-4 raerce require, as well in making the avenue aforesaid
5 as in improving the harbor and affording wharf
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6 accommodations and other facilities for navigation,
7 the corporation shall own the flats upon the northerly
8 side of said avenue as far as commissioners’ line B ;

9 and the fiats shall be granted to said corporation for
10 their sole use and behoof forever; provided, however ,

11 that nothing in this act shall be taken to affect the titles
12 of other persons or corporations to lands or fiats
13 within the same limits which have heretofore been
14 granted by the legislature to any persons or corpo-
-15 rations, or to affect any former grants of any rights
16 to make avenues or railroads over the same.

1 Sect. 7. Said corporation are authorized to con-
-2 struct and maintain docks, wharves and slips in such
3 portions of their territory as may be found convenient,
4 and to lay vessels in and to the ends and sides of the
5 same, and receive dockage and wharfage therefor :

6 provided, however, that all structures outside of the
7 line of solid filling shall be built upon piles, and any
8 portion of the avenue outside of said line shall also
9 be built upon piles.

1 Sect. 8. Said corporation are hereby required, in
2 making the improvements authorized by this act, to
3 have a water-way or channel, with a suitable draw or

4 draws across the same, by which the proprietors of
5 other lands, wharves and flats, in South Boston, may
6 have access from the harbor to their lands, wharves
7 and flats; and the direction and position of each water-
-8 way shall be determined by the commissioners ap-
-9 pointed by this act.

1 Sect. 9. The city of Boston are hereby author-
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2 ized, by vote of the mayor and aldermen, and upon
3 such terms as may be agreed upon between them and
4 said corporation, to make, or procure said corporation
5 to make, such streets in the territory aforesaid as in
6 their judgment may be convenient and necessary; and
7 they are also authorized, upon such terms as may be
8 agreed upon with said corporation, and by vote in the
9 same manner, to construct and maintain, or to take,

10 hold, and maintain, when constructed, the avenue,
11 bridges and draws in the same, which are herein pro-
-12 vided for, or any portion thereof, and for these pur-
-13 poses are authorized to enter into all such agreements
14 as may be necessary therefor; provided, however, that
15 when the city of Boston shall have assumed in the
16 manner aforesaid any portion of the bridges, streets,
17 avenues or draws aforesaid, they shall be required to
18 keep the same in repair, and maintain and take charge
19 of the same, and the said corporation shall be relieved
20 of any obligation respecting the same.

1 Sect. 10. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall be eight hundred thousand dollars; and no shares
3 in the capital stock shall be issued for a less sum or
4 amount to be paid in on each than the par value of the
5 shares; and said corporation is also authorized to pur-
-6 chase, sell and convey real estate, and to hold such an

7 amount of real and personal estate as may be neces-
-8 sary or convenient for the purposes aforesaid.

1 Sect. 11. The city of Boston, by vote of the
2 mayor and aldermen, are hereby authorized to enter
3 into all necessaryagreements, and, by agreement with
4 said corporation, to extend any of the streets in South
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5 Boston in such directions as in their judgment public
6 convenience and necessity may require over any por-
-7 tions of the territory granted to said corporation:
8 provided , however, that, in building the same, no ad-
-9 ditional obstruction shall be made to the passage of

10 vessels over the flats to the wharves or lands of any
11 riparian proprietor.

1 Sect. 12. The excavations in the flats aforesaid,
2 for the purpose of improving the channels in the
3 harbor, and the draws and draw piers which are au-
-4 thorized and required by this act, and the water-way
5 or channel provided for in the eighth section, shall
6 be designated upon a plan to be made by three com-
-7 missioners, to be appointed by the governor, with the
8 consent and approval of the council, and who shall be
9 paid by the said corporation, and a copy of said plan

10 shall be deposited in the State Library: provided,

11 however, that the excavations and water-way, draw and
12 draw piers, aforesaid may, as convenience and neces-
-13 sity hereafter require, be altered from time to time by
14 said commissioners.

1 Sect. 13. In order to give the riparian proprietors
2 in South Boston an opportunity to become stockhold-
-3 ers in said corporation, said proprietors on the north-

-4 erly shore of South Boston shall have the privilege
5 of taking stock to the whole amount of the capital
6 stock, as follows, viz.: Every such proprietor shall be
7 allowed a share in said stock in proportion to the
8 legal width of his flats farthest from the shore; and if
9 any question shall arise as to the due proportion of

10 any such proprietor, the question shall be determined
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11 by the commissioners aforesaid, provided that such
12 decision shall not affect the rights of the proprietors
13 except for the purpose above named ; and after thirty
14 days, and within three months from the organization
15 of said company, (of which public notice shall be
16 given,) the proprietors shall take their respective
17 proportions of said stock, and the stock not so taken
18 at the end of three months may be offered to the
19 public in the usual manner.

1 Sect. 14. For the purpose of laying out and con-
-2 structing the avenue from Broad Street to South Bos-
•3 ton provided for in this act, said corporation are au-
-4 thorized to purchase or to enter upon and take any
5 lands or flats, or land covered with water, within the
6 limits prescribed for said avenue; and if they shall
7 not be able to obtain such lands or flats by any agree-
-8 raents with the owner or owners thereof, they shall
9 pay therefor such damages as may be occasioned by

10 said taking, to be estimated and determined in the
11 manner provided for by the laws of this Common-
-12 wealth in the case of laying out streets in the city of
13 Boston.

1 Sect. 15. Said corporation shall, within one year
2 from the passage of this act, determine upon the po-
-3 sition and location of said avenue, and a plan of said
4 location shall he filed in the State Library.

1 Sect. 16. Said corporation shall, within six
2 months after the passage of this act, file a bond with
3 the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in the sum of
4 one hundred thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties,
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5 to be approved by the treasurer and auditor, that the
6 corporation will, within five years from the date
7 thereof, construct and complete the avenue herein
8 provided for. And all the grants herein contained
9 are on the express condition that such bond shall be

10 so filed,

2




