
SENATE....;No. 77

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the Order of
the House of Representatives of March 6, 1858, “ to consider
the expediency of providing by law, that all Officers employed
within our Prisons and Charitable Institutions, shall be per-
sons not addicted to the use of Spirituous Liquors as a bev-
erage,”

That the laws of Massachusetts have placed her among those
States that have declared the use of intoxicating drinks as a
beverage, as not only unnecessary, but absolutely hurtful to the
best interests of her people.

Massachusetts is a temperance,—a total abstinence State,—
and as such, she is bound to give force to her laws by employ-
ing in her public institutions such men and only such, as give
their influence in favor of her laws.

It is also a fact, universally admitted, that the majority ol

those confined in our prisons for crime, have been under the
influence of intoxicating drinks at the time their crimes were
committed. Intemperance is the prolific source of crime in this
as in many other States.

Commonujcaltl) of illnssncliiioctts.
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Of the number now confined in the Massachusetts State
Prison, —which is probably about five hundred,—some four hun-
dred have been addicted to the use of intoxicating drinks.

These men, when confined in prison, are the most sensitive
class of the whole people in relation to the use of intoxicating
drinks. Any thing that brings the thought of it to theirminds,
tends to excite them to evil works.

The Committee are unanimously of the opinion that every
possible influence should be brought to bear upon the convict,
by the officers which the State places over them, to lift them up
and strengthen them in every moral purpose or desire. The
Committee believe that the influence of officers who make use
of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, cannot fail (so far as this
practice is concerned) to be evil and only evil, and particularly
so when on duty.

We believe that all who are placed as officers and keepers of
prisons should abstain from the use of intoxicating drinks as a
beverage.

The question may be raised, —“ Is there necessity for legisla-
tion upon this subject, at the present time ? ”

The Committee have to say, that,’in the discharge of their
duty, they have called before them several officers in the prison,
and we give a portion of the testimony thus adduced.

The following questions were proposed, and answers received
from one witness, viz.:—

Ist. “ How many officers, now employed in the State Prison,
make use of intoxicating drinks, as a beverage ? ”

Answer.—“ Do not know how many.”
2d. “ Have you known of liquors being kept in the guard-

room, the past year ? ”

Answer.—“ Only for medical purposes.”
3d. “ Do you keep such medicines in the guard-room ?”

Answer.—“ Have a desk, and keep it there for myself.”
4th. Have you known any officer, the past year, to keep

liquor in the guard-room, and ask other officers to drink with
him ?

”

Answer.—“ Decline answering that question.”
sth. Have you ever invited another person to drink in the

guard-room ? ”
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Answer. •“ Think it quite likely I have; would not swear
that I have not.”

6th. “How many other officers have kept liquors in the
guard-room within the past year, to your knowledge ? ”

Answer. —“ Do not know how many.”
7th. “ Have you known any ? ”

Answer.—“Decline to answer.”
Bth. “ Have you seen any officers now employed in theprison,

drink liquor in or about the prison within the past year ? ”

Answer.—“ 1 have.”
9th. “ How many ? ”

Answer. —“ Cannot tell.”
10th. “Will you name the officers ? ”

Answer.—“ Can, but prefer not to do so.”

At this stage we adjourned the examination, and notified the
witness that we should desire to pursue the examination further,
and should wish him to attend at a future time. This was
Saturday afternoon. We sent for the witness on Monday, but
he did not appear. He had left theplace, to visit some friends
in the country, since which time the Committee have not seen,
and have not been able to find him.

Other witnesses, however, have confirmed the Committee in
the opinion, that some legislation upon this subject is necessary.
Of some ten or twelve other gentlemen, who came before the
Committee as witnesses, nearly every one testified that the pas-
sage of a law forbidding the employment of men as officers in
our prisons, who make use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage,
could not fail to have a good effect.

The Committee proposed the following question to the Inspec-
tors of the State Prison :

“ What effect is produced among prisoners, when they know
that the officers placed over them make use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage ?

”

Answer.—“ It is evil; it produces insubordination.”
In this opinion the Warden concurred. He said it was evil,

and occasioned insubordination.
Further questions were propounded to the Warden, which,

with his answers, are here given:—
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Ist. “ Do any of the officers in the prison make use of intox-
icating liquors, to your knowledge or belief? ”

Answer.—“ Not to my knowledge. I cannot say that I do
not believe that some do.”

2d. “ Did you ever see or know of any liquors being kept in
the guard-room by officers ? ”

Answer. —“ No, sir. It might, however, be kept and I not
know it.”

3d. “ Have you seen any officer or officers, at any time during
the past year, who you thought were under the influence of
liquor ? ”

Answer.—“ Have not, with one exception.”
4th. “Have you been in the habit of visiting the guard-room

often ? ”

Answer.—“ I have, every day, and at all times of the day
and night.”

sth. “ Have you discharged any officers because of their use
of intoxicating drinks ? ”

Answer.—“ I have ; two.”
6th. Did these men whom you discharged drink liquor in or

about the prison ? ”

Answer.—“ No, not to my knowledge.”

The Committee proposed a few qxiestions to the Chaplain of
the prison, asking his judgment in relation to the matter.

The duty of the Chaplain is to look after the moral and
religious interests of the prisoners.

We present, in this Report, the questions proposed, and the
answers of the Chaplain to the same, as follows, viz.:—

“ Question First.—What proportion of men committed to the
Massachusetts State Prison, since your connection with it as
Chaplain, were, in your opinion, addicted to the \ise of intoxi-
cating drinks ? ”

Answer.—“ I should say at least nine-tenths. It has been
my custom to see each prisoner as soon as convenient after his
committal. In these interviews the subject of intemperance
has, in most instances, been alluded to, and strict inquiry made
concerning the prisoner’s habits touching that matter. I have
found but few exceptions to the generally acknowledged habit of
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drinking ; and in multitudes of cases the fact has been freely
contossed that crime was committed under the immediate influ-
ence of spirituous liquors. Of all vicious and degrading habits
connected with the antecedent life of prisoners, I know of none
so common to them as that of intemperance.”

Question Second. —What, in your judgment, would be the
effect on that class of prisoners to know that officers over them
make use of intoxicating drinks ? ”

Answer.—‘‘To this question there can be but one response,
in whatever aspect it may be viewed. In all penal institutions,
the relation existing between the officer and prisoner is inti-
mate and peculiar ; they are not only brought into constant
contact with each other, but authority is invested in the one,
and submission and obedience are demanded of the other. But
this relation is also established for another purpose ; restraint,
submission, hard labor, the whole routine of discipline, these
all involve, in a high degree, moral elements; they are to bo
made accessory, as far as possible, to the higher and nobler end
of making the prisoner a better man. Hence every officer
should be a man of stern moral integrity ; he should be more than
that; he should be a man of prudence and honor. His habits,
when brought to the common standard of moral sentiment,
should be above suspicion ; and especially should he avoid
those habits which have been the most fruitful in leading men
to crime.

“ The reasons for this are so obvious as to require nothing
more than a simple allusion to them. An officer in any penal
institution, who habitually indulges in intoxicating drinks,
maintains, indeed, an anomalous position. The .habit must
inevitably blight all the moral influence of his authority, from
the simple fact that it degrades him to a level with the prisoner,
and makes the prisoner himself restive and impatient under his
control.

“ And then, again, it should not be forgotten that prisoners,
as a class, are shrewd and quick to detect any improprieties of
habit in those over them. Besides, many of them are above
the average of men both in talent and intellect, if not in cul-
ture. They understand well the rules of prison life, and the
avowed object of penal discipline, and but few things could be
more disastrous in the moral influence on them than to feel
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that they are compelled to submit to men, employed as agents
of the Commonwealth to execute justice, whose moral and
social habits, are debauched by the use of intoxicating drinks.”

“ Question Third.—What, in your judgment, would be the
effect of a law forbidding the use of intoxicating drinks as a
beverage, by those employed in our penal institutions ? ”

Answer.—“ In my opinion, such a law would be highly ben-
eficial ; and my reasons for this opinion are based in substance
on the views expressed in answer to question second.”

The Committee do not deem it necessary to dwell upon the
facts thus briefly stated. They carry with them in the simple
statement, a moral force, to which nothing perhaps, could be
added by any extended train of reflections.

It is due to the Warden and Inspectors to say, that every facility
was furnished by them in the investigations of the Committee,
and we cheerfully render to them our acknowledgments for the
kindness thus rendered.

The Committee would therefore report the accompanying
Bill.

J. M. USHER,
JNO. GEO. METCALF,

Senate.

JOHN E. FRY,
W. T. CLEMENT,
NATH’L POTTER, Jr.,
R. W. KEYES,
PATRICK RILEY,

House.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Eight.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. It shall be the duty of the inspectors of
2 the state prison forthwith to remove any officer who
3 holds his place at the pleasure of the inspectors and
4 warden, who shall be known to use as a beverage
5 intoxicating liquors.

(Hommomumltl) of ittassadjusctts.

AN ACT
Relating to the Government of Prisons.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the overseers of the
2 houses of correction, and the county commissioners
3 in the several counties, forthwith to remove any officer

4 appointed by them from any position of trust or

5 authority in any house of correction, who shall be

6 known to use intoxicating liquors as a beverage; and
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7 it shall also be the duty of the sheriffs of the several
8 counties to remove any officer appointed by them to
9 any position of trust or authority, who shall use intoxi-

-10 eating liquors as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


