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The Joint Standing Committee on Charitable Institutions, to
whom was referred various Petitions asking that provision
be made for the education of deaf and dumb children within
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have considered the
same, and respectfully present the following

There are, at the present time, in the American Asylum at
Hartford, eighty-six pupils belonging to this State, eighty of
which are State pupils, and these enjoy equal advantages with
others; no apparent distinctions exist. The whole number of
scholars is two hundred and twenty-five, which are divided into
thirteen classes; each class receives the undivided attention of
one teacher, and, as far as the Committee were able to judge,
the whole course of instruction is committed to faithful and
efficient hands. The causes assigned by the petitioners, which,
in their judgment, creates the necessity for the establishment
of an institution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb within
our own Commonwealth, are as follows:
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It is urged that incompetent teachers are employed at Hart-
ford, that speaking teachers receive more compensation than
mute teachers, while, at the same time, they are less competent,
and that the discipline is inefficient, the internal regulations
inadequate sufficiently to protect character and virtue, and that
from the contiguity of the institution to the railroad, or the
want of care on the part of the principal, pupils have lost their
lives.

Others who appeared in behalf of the petitioners made no
charge against the institution at Hartford, save that the pupils
were too numerous, and on this ground alone predicated their
opinions in favor of providing for their instruction at home.
The latter objection is more than balanced by the advantages
of classification connected with a larger number. Among those
who propose a change, and advise that we dissolve our present
relations with the American Asylum, there is a diversity of
opinion as it regards the system to be adopted. Dr. Howe,
whose opinions certainly are entitled to great respect, would
distribute the scholars in families for board in such a commu-
nity, and under such circumstances, that they might con-
veniently congregate at a suitable building for purposes of
instruction. He would thus secure the benefits of association
with speaking people, to which he attaches much importance,
contending that they should be educated and fitted, as far as
possible, to mingle with the speaking world.

The above proposition, though apparently plausible, we think
is not faultless; its tendency would be to divide responsibility,
and greatly to diminish that of the Principal, and essentially
curtail his ability to benefit his pupils. To adopt this system,
and thus dissolve our present relations with the American Asy-
lum, would be to change a well tried and very successful course
for an experiment of very doubtful utility.

As it regards the other evils mentioned, we consider them as
the accidents rather than the results of organization ; and were
we to establish an asylum for the deaf mutes in our own State,
we could have no security against the existence of similar evils
more than the American Asylum enjoys to-day, viz., an efficient
principal and an able board of directors.

The commissioner of the fund of the American Asylum
represents to your Committee, that the amount of the fund of
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said institution is $310,000 ; in this fund Massachusetts partici-
pates in common with Connecticut; and it is administered on
the same terms as if the grant of Congress from which it origi-
nated had been made to Massachusetts instead of Connecticut.

We learn that the actual cost to the institution for each
pupil, the past year, was one hundred and seventy-seven dollars,
yet in consequence of the application of the proceeds of this
fund, we are charged but one hundred dollars per scholar.

We are assured that for some years to come, all the pupils of
Massachusetts can be educated as well at Hartford as they could
be within our own limits, at about one-half the expense.

This relation has existed forty years, and we think with the
best results. Indeed, we believe the friends of the deaf and
dumb have no cause to move for a change, but the most abun-
dant cause of gratitude to the State for her patronage in behalf
of that unfortunate class of our population.

We therefore report that the petitioners have leave to with-
draw.

LANSING J. COLE, Chairman.




