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[Mr. Parker, of Worcester, gives notice that he shall move to substitute for
the Bill the following Resolves.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.

Resolved, That no new State should hereafter be admitted
into the Union whose constitution of government shall permit
the existence of domestic slavery therein. [ Approved April
23,1838. Edward Everett.

Resolved , That congress has by the constitution power to
abolish slavery in the territories of the United States.

Resolved, That congress ought to take measures to effect
the abolition of slavery in the district of Columbia. [ Approved
April 23, 1838. Edward Everett.

Resolved, That congress has by the constitution power to
abolish the traffic in slaves between different States of the
Union.
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Resolved
,

That the exercise of this power is demanded by
the principles of humanity and justice. [ Approved April 23,
1838. Edward Everett.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
forward a copy of these resolves to each of our senators and
representatives in congress. [Approved April 28, 1838.
Edward Everett.

Resolved, That our senators and representatives in congress
be requested to use all honorable means to secure the uncon-
ditional repeal of the fugitive slave act of one thousand eight
hundred and fifty, which is alike hostile to the provisions of
the national constitution, and to the dictates of the Christian
religion, an infraction equally of the “ supreme law of the land ”

and of the “ higher law ” of God in consonance therewith.—
[Approved April 6, 1855. Henry J. Gardner.

Resolved, That “ the interests of money are too much thought
of,” but that, as legislators, we “ scorn to stand upon any such
narrow questions as banks, currency, trade,” though “ these
are important objects in their place ; but freedom is dearer than
all considerations of advancement in wealth or temporal pros-
perity ;

” and “ worthily to discharge our duties to the consti-
tution and the country, it becomes us to consider the temporary
and evanescent business relations of the present subject as
secondary only to the great and eternal interests of the consti-
tutional liberties of the land,” as u It is a question of Demo-
cratic right, the maintenance of the franchise of the people,”
“ a question of constitutional power,—one department of the
government invading by gradual and insidious progress the
other, and through that undermining the democratic guaran-
tees of the constitution. A wise people, it has been well said,
will neither be cheated nor bullied out of liberty.”—[Speech in
Massachusetts House of Representatives, December 19,1837, by
Caleb Cushing.

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts to-day
reaffirms the sentiments contained in the preceding resolves
approved by Governor Everett and Governor Gardner, and they
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also indorse and reassert the sentiment proclaimed in congress
by Hon. Caleb Cushing, in his speech of December 19, 1837,
and our senators and representatives in congress are hereby
requested to use every legitimate means to have enacted into
law the principles enunciated and proclaimed as aforesaid by
those stanch and zealous defenders of the Union and opponents
of slavery agitation, Everett, Cushing and Gardner.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to
furnish a copy of these resolves to each of our senators and
representatives in congress.




