
SENATE.....No. 147.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the Annual
Report of the Inspectors of the State Prison, together with
the reports of the several officers of the institution, have
attended to the examination of the subjects referred to them,
and ask leave to make their

From a careful examination of the documents before them,
your Committee are convinced that the most important matter
to be considered is the treatment of insane convicts. The
present condition of this most unfortunate class calls for
the earnest attention of the legislature. The history of the
legislation of the State upon this subject is briefly this: Prior
to the year 1844, numerous representations had been made to
the legislature, setting forth the circumstances of the case, and
urging the claims of these unfortunate men to treatment more
in accordance with the enlightened policy of the Commonwealth
towards the unfortunate beings intrusted to her care.

These efforts seem not to have produced any results until
the year 1844, when the legislature, urged, perhaps, by the
then recent homicide of the warden of the institution by an
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insane convict, passed an Act establishing a commission, consist-
ing o( the superintendents of the McLean Asylum, at Somerville,
and the asylum for the insane, at Worcester, together with the
physician of the prison, whose duty it was to examine all con-
victs alleged to be insane, and if such was found to be the case,
they were authorized to apply to the municipal court of
Boston for a precept ordering the removal of such convicts to
the State Lunatic Hospital.

Upon the establishment of the insanity of the convict, it was
considered a matter of course for him to be removed to the
asylum. Acting upon this opinion, there were removed in the
course of eleven years thirty one insane prisoners, without any
detriment to the asylum. In the year 1856 the board of com-
missioners was so changed as to consist of the physician of the
prison and the superintendents for the time being, of the several
State asylums. The new commissioners, however, appear to
have availed themselves to the fullest extent of the discretion-
ary power allowed by the letter of the law, and declined to
procure the transfer of any more convicts, whatever their mental
condition. The matter now stands, therefore, in precisely the
position it did prior to 1844, and there is no avenue open for
the rescue of the victim of insanity from the dreadful fate that
threatens him. Whenever, during his incarceration, a prisoner
shows symptoms of insanity, it becomes no longer proper or
safe to associate him with his fellows, as it would seriously
interfere with the discipline of the institution; therefore the
officers of the prison have no alternative but to confine him in
the close, solitary cell, where a slight aberation of the intellect
must soon deepen into confirmed lunacy, far beyond the reach
of that healing art, which might, under more favorable circum-
stances have restored him to reason. The official position of a
majority of the board, as superintendents of the institutions
which must receive the prisoner in case ofremoval has probably
operated to prevent the realization of the benefits expected from
the passage of the law; therefore, the proper remedy would
seem to be the reconstruction of the commission so that it may
consist of persons not affected by its operations. Your Com-
mittee would not assume that all insane convicts should be
transfered to the hospitals. On the contrary, they are of the
opinion that there are cases of hopeless insanity, where the
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subjects are of such vicious or odious character that they may
be as well cared for at the prison as elsewhere, provided better
accommodations than they now have are secured to them.

In this connection we desire to call attention to another
important matter treated of in the reports under consideration,
viz.: the employment of dangerous convicts at separate labor.
Painful events, still fresh in the minds of the community,
demonstrate the impropriety of allowing the considerable class
of convicts denominated “ dangerous ” to be employed and dis-
ciplined in common with the other prisoners. A plan has been
proposed several years for providing the requisite accommoda-
tions for this class by making extensive alterations in what is
known as the “ Upper and Lower Arch of the Prison.”

Your Committee are of the opinion that such alteration is
desirable, especially as it will afford at the same time opportu-
nity for providing larger and pleasanter cells for the insane
prisoners before spoken of as proper to be retained in the prison.
But, as the completion of the improvements at the prison,
already far advanced, will require all the disposable force for
the coming season, your Committee do not deem it expedient
to recommend more at the present time than that the warden
and inspectors be authorized to procure plans and estimates of
the proposed alterations, and submit the same to the next legis-
lature. A Resolve has already been reported in accordance with
this view. The evils attending the present treatment of insane
convicts, however, are of such a character, as to demand an
immediate remedy. The Committee, therefore, respectfully
submit the accompanying Bill.

EUGENE L. NORTON.
M. R. RANDALL.
CHARLES HALE.
DEMERICK MARBLE.
SAMUEL HOOD.
NATHAN WYMAN.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The commission for the examination of
2 convicts in the state prison, alleged to be insane, pro-
-3 vided for by chapter one hundred and eighty-one of
4 the General Statutes, passed December twenty-eighth,
5 A. D. eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, shall hereafter
6 consist of the superintendents for the time being of
7 the McLean Asylum at Somerville, and the Boston
8 Lunatic Hospital, together with a third person to be
9 chosen by said superintendents, who shall not be, at

10 the time of his appointment, in any way connected
11 with either of the state lunatic hospitals or with the
12 state prison.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of June eighteen hundred and sixty.

AN ACT
In relation to the removal of Insane Convicts from the

State Prison.

<£ommonu)caltl) of ittaosacljusrtts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.


