
SENATE....No. 155.

[Presented by Mr. Parker.]

Resolved
,

In consideration of the scientific, industrial, and
educational objects set forth in the Memorial (House Doc-
ument, No. 13,) asking for a reservation of part of the Back
Bay lands for the use of certain public societies and interests,
that the commissioners of the Back Bay lands are hereby
instructed to reserve from sale, until two years after Urey have
been filled and graded, the following grounds, as shown in the
plan reported by them on the twenty-first day of January of
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven,—to wit, the second,
third, and fourth squares between Newberry and Boylston
Streets, west of the public garden, together with the lots facing
these squares on both said streets.

(Eommcmromltl) of illassacfiusrtts.

In tho Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.
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Resolved, That the Boston Society of Natural History and
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, or either of them, be
entitled to build upon, and otherwise improve the first named
of the above squares, that situated next west of Berkeley Street:
provided ,

that said societies give satisfactory evidence to the
governor and council that they are prepared to erect such build-
ings and make such arrangements on the grounds as may not
only be appropriate to the objects and charters of these socie-
ties, but conducive to the purposes of ornament, education, and
public utility:—and provided further, that said societies give
satisfactory assurance to the governor and council that they
will complete the structures, and other arrangements thus
approved of, within two years of the time when the square is
placed at their disposal for occupation, filled and graded.

Resolved, That prior to the society or societies above named
taking possession of said square, the lots fronting upon it, as
well as the land embraced on the square, shall be appraised by
three disinterested persons,—one to be appointed by the Back
Bay commissioners, one by the governor and council, and one
by the said societies,—and if, when the sale of the lots fronting
on said square shall have been completed, it shall be found that
the receipts are less than the aforesaid appraised value of the
square and lots fronting the same, these societies shall pay over
to the Commonwealth a sum equal to the deficit which may
exist, and if the proceeds of the sale exceed the appraised value,
the excess shall bo paid to the society or societies, above named,
occupying the square.

Resolved, That so long as said societies occupy said laud and
the buildings before mentioned, for their appropriate purposes,
and keep them in a condition satisfactory to the governor and
council, and acceptable to the public, on conditions agreed upon
between the governor and council and said societies, they shall
hold them free of rent or charge by the Commonwealth; and
that said land and buildings if perverted to other purposes shall
revert without delay to the Commonwealth : provided that, in
that event, they shall never be so appropriated as to diminish
the value of the estates opposite to them.


