
HOUSE...,.No. 154.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , in General Court
assembled: —■

The address of the inhabitants of the county of Bristol
opposed to the disturbance of the recent settlement of the
Rhode Island Boundary, assembled in convention at New Bed-
ford, in said county, on the ninth day of March, A. D. 1861,
respectfully shows, that for more than a century there lias been
controversy and litigation as to the boundary line between
Massachusetts and Rhode Island; that this controversy has
been kept alive by the irritation naturally engendered on the
border by the practical difficulties and inconveniences of the
existing line ; that the real interests of both States consists in
the establishment of a boundary line that shall remove these
practical inconveniences: provided

,
such a line can be agreed

upon that will not materially impair or affect the wealth,
resources and strength of either State; that in the determina-
tion of such a line, the wishes, the business and social wants
and affinities of the people residing on the territory to be mutu-
ally transferred, are especially to be considered.

Your petitioners further show that the future growth and
prosperity of the city of Fall River, not less than the present
comfort of its people, imperatively require that the adjoining
town of Fall River, in Rhode Island, (which is part and parcel
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of it in fact,) should be brought under the same jurisdiction,
and that the almost unanimous desire of the people of Fall
River, Rhode Island, to be incorporated into the adjoining
city, with whose people they are inseparably connected in every
other respect, ought to be gratified.

That while we are attached to the people of Pawtucket and
Western Seekonk, as good and true citizens of Bristol and the
Commonwealth in all times past, yet their general wish to be
annexed to Rhode Island, where are their business and their
social interests, is reasonable and proper.

Your petitioners further show that the suit which was so long
pending in the supreme court of the United States promised no
satisfactory termination of the controversy in due course of law ;

that if the Commonwealth prevailed, the line thereby established
would be but little better than the present boundary; that if
she failed, the evils of the existing boundary would be made
perpetual.

That the conventional line agreed to by the two States is a
fortunate termination of this ancient quarrel, honorable and
beneficial to both parties; that it obviates the existing difficul-
ties ; that it will give peace and quietness to the border, that it
does not injuriously affect or impair the resources, strength or
wealth of the State; that it is conformable to the wishes and
the interests of the people immediately interested.

Your petitioners further believe that this Commonwealth since
its action in referring the settlement of this question to the
governor and council, cannot honorably refuse to abide by the
decision made in direct accordance with the authority so
conferred.

We, the people of the county of Bristol, having at heart the
honor of the Commonwealth and the interests of this county,
do, therefore, earnestly pray your honorable bodies to take no
action that shall reopen this long vexed question or annul the
agreement by which it has been satisfactorily closed.

In convention. Read and adopted this ninth day of March,
1861.

WM. H. TAYLOR,
President.

D. W. Wardrop, Secretary.


