
HOUSE.....No. 207.

House of Representatives, March 36, 1861.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Resolve
in relation to Books of Reference,

That the Resolve ought not to pass.

First. Because it appropriates money to be obtained by direct
taxation, thus swelling the State tax of this year, already prom-
ising to be much in excess of the State tax of last year, and
this not for an ordinary but an extraordinary purpose, and this
too at a time when the disturbed state of public affairs cripples
individual enterprise, and diminishes personal incomes, thus
rendering it especially inexpedient to add to the public burdens.

Second. Because it is no gift to the schools, as the money is
first drawn directly from the people, to be returned to them in
another shape, and involving an additional expense to each
district, which otherwise they would not incur, by holding out
this delusive appearance of a gift.

Third. Because it would tax all the districts for the benefit
of a part. Those districts having already purchased a diction-
ary, or not choosing to adopt this or that standard, must pay
with those who do take the book, for the cost of those thus
furnished.

Fourth. Because it takes away in part from the schools the
expenditure of their own money in their own manner, for
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works of their own choice, and this too when many of the
schools, by their past action, have made choice of another and
different lexicographical standard.

Fifth. Because the General Statutes, chapter 36, section 4,
provide for this very thing, as school committees are there
empowered to appropriate any sum from the income of the
general school fund of the State, which may fall to the share
of those towns, “ not exceeding twenty-live per cent, of the
same, to the purchase of books of reference, maps, or apparatus
for the use of said schools.”

Why should the State make a second provision for an object
for which it has already provided ? The question seems to
resolve itself into this, Shall we add to the general school
fund ? If so, is it not best to do this directly, and leave its
expenditure to the several towns or districts ?

Sixth. Because the furnishing of any specified work of refer-
ence to the schools, at the expense of the State, in whole or in
part, would be establishing a dangerous precedent, and one
which would be appealed to in future years by petitioners for
the supply of other books of reference at the expense of the
State. The legislature of 1850, feeling the necessity of all the
schools in the Commonwealth having some dictionary as a book
of reference, wisely gave the schools the choice between Web-
ster’s and Worcester’s. It was then the policy of the State to
avoid deciding by their action between the two rival dictionaries,
and your Committee think the same policy should be pursued
now.

Seventh. Because the schools have already, by their own
action, been supplied with one or the other of the dictionaries.
This removes any necessity for a legislative provision to furnish
them with such a work, and your Committee believe that in the
present condition of the finances of the State, nothing but the
strictest necessity would justify the appropriation called for by
this Resolve.

For these reasons the Committee deem it inexpedient for the
legislature now to appropriate money through a direct tax for
the purpose of this Resolve.

For the Committee,
WM. N. FLYNT.
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House of Representatives, March 26,1861.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Finance, not
concurring in the opinion of the majority, that the Resolve
in relation to Books of Reference, “ ought not to pass,” and
considering the matter to be one of essential importance to
the educational interest of the Commonwealth, respectfully

That the proposition contained in the Resolve is that the
district and other public schools, except primary schools, be
furnished with a copy of Joseph B. Worcester’s Quarto Dic-
tionary at an expense not exceeding five dollars a copy, one-
half to be paid out of the public treasury, whenever the school
committees of the several towns and cities in the Common-
wealth shall appropriate the other moiety out of the twenty-five
per cent, of the school fund, which by law can now be appro-
priated to the purchase of books of reference.

The undersigned are aware that there has been, and still is
an “ irrepressible conflict ” going on, between the publishers
of the dictionaries of Webster and Worcester. Into this
warfare the undersigned have no intention to enter. They
believe that each work has features of peculiar excellence, and
that both ought to be accessible to every scholar in the
Commonwealth. The proof of this is found in the testimonials
of numerous distinguished scholars of the United States and
Europe, comprising the presidents of all, or nearly all the
colleges, and all, or nearly all the prominent instructors of
youth in this country. So long ago as 1850, the legislature
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provided for the supply to the schools of Webster’s UnabridgedQuarto Dictionary, at four dollars a copy, and nearly 3,600
copies were paid for in about four years out of the public
treasury. Thus Webster’s publishers have enjoyed the public
patronage to the extent of nearly fifteen thousand dollars, and
the schools already possess his dictionary. If the Resolve
now should be adopted, and the same number of
copies of Worcester should be taken as there was of Webster,
the demand upon the treasury will be about nine thousand
dollars. It is improbable that so large a number will be
taken, because many school committees may not think
best to have two large works of the kind. It is probable,
however, that the work will not be called for faster than
Webster’s was taken, so that the expense to the Common-
wealth, at the outside estimate of ($9,000) nine thousand
dollars, will be spread over several years. In the opinion of the
undersigned, the schools should have both works. The pub-
lishers of Webster have enjoyed the patronage of the Common-
wealth, not only in a pecuniary sense, but in the more important
advantage found in the prestige of public confidence. The
publications are both meritorious, and, for the purposes of this
argument, may be deemed of equal worth. There are differ-
ences between them sufficient to make it expedient that every
school should possess both. Nevertheless, by the terms of the
Resolve, no school is obliged to do so, nor can do so, without
paying half the expense out of funds already appropriated to
purchase books ol reference. If it be admitted that Worcester
has equal merit with his competitor, there is no reason that the
prestige already accorded to the one should not be afforded to
the other.

Entertaining the opinion that it is not the appropriate duty
of the Committee on Finance to attempt to overrule the Com-
mittee on Education, on any other than strictly financial
grounds, and believing that the moderate expenditure contem-
plated in this instance may be afforded consistently with the
well-established policy of the Commonwealth touching the
great cause of education, the undersigned think that the
Resolve ought to pass

JOHN S. TYLER.
CHARLES FIELD.
FREDERICK BARDEN
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House of Representatives, March 12, 1861.

The Committee on Education to -whom was referred the Order
relative to the introduction of Books of Reference into the
Public Schools of this Commonwealth, and also sundry
Petitions in relation thereto, have considered the same and
they submit the following

The attention of your Committee has been called in the
investigation, to several books of reference, some of them
deserving of great consideration, among which they are pleased
to notice—Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer, Brown’s Gram-
mar of Grammars, and Barry’s History of Massachusetts, as
works of great merit and worthy of a place in every library in
the country. But the work to which their attention has been
particularly directed, and one, which in their opinion should
be placed in every district, grammar and high school in this
Commonwealth, is Worcester’s Royal Quarto Dictionary. This
work has received the highest commendations from the most
eminent scholars both in England and America, and no school
teacher can be adequately provided with works of reference
for the ordinary instruction of a school without a copy of this
work on his desk.

In this opinion your Committee are sustained by the most
abundant testimony which was offered in hearing before them
by eminent and distinguished teachers and friends of education ;
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and, by the numerous petitions from school committees and
teachers in most of the principal cities and towns in the
Commonwealth.

They therefore offer the accompanying Resolve.

R. T. DAVIS.
WINSLOW BATTLES.
JOHN Q. HAMMOND.
JAMES W. CLARK.
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Resolved,
That the secretary of the Board of Education be

and he hereby is authorized to furnish every district and other
public school in the Commonwealth, except primary schools,
with a copy of Joseph E. Worcester’s Quarto Dictionary; and
that the expense thereof, not to exceed five dollars a copy,
be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth to the extent
of two and one half dollars a copy, whenever the school
committees of the several towns and cities in the Common-
wealth shall appropriate an equal sum per copy from the
twenty-five per cent, of the school fund which by law can now
be appropriated to the purchase of books of reference, and
that the governor be and he hereby is authorized to draw his
warrant for the same from any funds in the treasury, not other-
wise appropriated.

(Commomucaltl) of ittassadjuoctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.

RESOLVE

In relation to Books of Reference.




