
SENATE.....No. 5.

Attorney-General’s Office, Boston, \
January 12, 1861. )

Sir,—I respectfully communicate, herewith, a copy of the
Act of the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations, and a copy of the Resolution and
Order in Council, adopted by the Executive Department of this
Commonwealth, relative to the adjustment of the question of
boundary between the two States.

I am, very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t,

STEPHEN H. PHILLIPS,
Attorney- General.

To Hon. William Claflin, President of the Senate.

Commoraucaltt) of iflassndjusctts.
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AN ACT

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJUSTMENT Of THE EASTERN BOUNDARY Of
THIS STATE, AND FOR A BOUNDARY BY AGREEMENT.

It is enacted by the General Assembly, as folloivs ;

Section 1. The counsel of record of this State, for the time
being, in the suit of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts against
this State, in the Supreme Court of the United States, in relation
to the eastern boundary of this State, are hereby authorized to
agree to the entering of a decree in said court in said suit estab-
lishing for the eastern boundary of this State a conventional
line, as nearly as may be as follows, namely:

Beginning at Burnt Swamp Corner, in the town of Wrentham,
thence running southerly to a point upon the eastern side of
Blackstone River, where said river meets the dividing line
between Attleborough and Pawtucket; thence eastwardly by the
northern line of the town of Pawtucket to Parmer’s or Seven
Mile River; thence southerly upon the eastern side of said
Parmer’s or Seven Mile River by its highest water mark to its
junction with Ten Mile River; thence by the highest water mark
upon the eastern and southerly side of Ten Mile River to its
most southern bend ; thence southwardly in a straight line to a
point in Runnin’s River, where the same is intersected by the
highway near Luther’s store ; thence by the centre of said river
to the dividing line between Barrington and Seekonk; thence to
the most northerly point of the town ofBarrington; thence in a
straight line to King’s Rock, so called; thence by the present
dividing line between Swanzey and Warren to Mount Hope
Bay; thence in a straight line across said Mount Hope Bay to
the western termination of the boundary line between Tiverton
and Pall River, in Rhode Island; thence by said boundary line
to the westerly shore of South Watuppa Pond ; thence by the
westerly shore of said South Watuppa Pond and of Sandy Pond
and of the stream connecting said ponds, following the highest
water mark of said ponds and streams to the extreme southerly
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end of said Sandy Pond ; thence southerly in a straight line to
a stone monument on the ground near the house of Joseph
Sanford, opposite Nanaquaket; thence southerly by the western
line of the town of Westport, and easterly of Quicksand Pond
to the ocean.

Section 2. In case of the entering of such decree in said
suit and the final confirmation thereof by said court, the line so
established shall forever thereafter be taken and deemed to be
the eastern boundary line of this State between the same and
said Commonwealth of Massachusetts ; and upon due imforma-
tion of the final confirmation of such decree by said court, the
governor shall issue his proclamation notifying the people of
this State thereof, and that said boundary is established.

Section 3. Upon the establishing of said line, as aforesaid,
for the eastern boundary of this State, the inhabitants residing
in any territory heretofore within the actual jurisdiction of said
Commonwealth and which shall thereby fall within the jurisdic-
tion of this State, shall thenceforth be taken and deemed to be
inhabitants of this State, entitled to the same rights, privileges
and immunities, in their persons, property and estates, gnd in
the exercise of the elective franchise, and subject to the same
duties and burthens, as other like conditioned inhabitants of
this State, according to the constitution and laws thereof; and
they, their heirs and assigns, shall forever thereafter continue
to hold and enjoy all former grants and purchases, granted by
or made within said Commonwealth, to all intents and purposes
as if such territory were lying and continuing within said
Commonwealth; and all railroad and other incorporated com-
panies, by whatsoever name incorporated or known, located
within such territory, and electing to remain therein, shall
continue to hold, exercise and enjoy their respective corporate
rights and franchises, as far as not repugnant to the laws of
this State, upon an equal basis with like incorporated companies
therein.

Section 4. This act shall not take effect until the counsel
of record of said Commonwealth for the time being in said suit
shall be authorized to agree, on thepart of said Commonwealth,
to the entering of such decree as aforesaid in said suit, and
until the legislature of said Commonwealth or other competent
authority thereof, shall make due provision by law, satisfactory
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to said counsel of this State, and by them communicated to and
approved by the governor of this State, that the inhabitants
residing on any territory now within the actual jurisdiction of
this State, and which by the final confirmation of such decree
as aforesaid shall fall within the jurisdiction of said Common-
wealth, shall thenceforth be taken and deemed to be inhabitants
of said Commonwealth, entitled to all the rights, privileges and
immunities, in their persons, property and estates, and in the
exercise of the elective franchise, and subject to the same duties
and burthens, as other like conditioned inhabitants of said
Commonwealth, according to the constitution and laws thereof;
and that they, their heirs and assigns, shall forever thereafter
continue to hold and enjoy all former grants and purchases,
granted by or made within this State, to all intents and pur-
poses as if such territory were lying and continuing within this
State ; and also that any turnpike company or companies located
within such territory, and all banks and banking institutions,
whether banks of discount or savings banks, and all manufac-
turing or other incorporated companies, by whatsoever name
incorporated or known, located within such territory, and elect-
ing to remain therein, shall continue to hold, exercise and enjoy
their respective corporate rights and franchises, as far as not
repugnant to the laws of said Commonwealth, upon an equal
basis with like incorporated companies therein.

[Seal.]
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy.

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my hand and affixed
the seal of the State of Rhode Island, this eighth day of March,
A. D. 1860.

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Secretary of State.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Secretary’s Department, Boston,)
January, 1861. )

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document now
on file in this department.

Attest: OLIVER WARNER,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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Executive Department, Council Chamber, j
Boston, January, 3, 1861. J

Resolved,
That the Governor and Council hereby approve

the conventional line or line of boundary by agreement be-
tween this Commonwealth and the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations, described in the Act of the General
Assembly of that State, being chapter three hundred and
twenty of the Acts and Resolves, passed on the eighth day of
March in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, entitled “ An
Act providing for an adjustment of the Eastern Boundary of this
State and for a boundary by agreement; ” being the same line
recommended by the Attorney-General and the counsel for this
Commonwealth, in their communication to the Governor and
Council, bearing date of April ninth, A. D. 1860, and it is
hereby

Ordered, That the Attorney-General and the counsel for this
Commonwealth be directed to cause to be entered in the
Supreme Court of the United States all necessary orders and
decrees for the final adoption and confirmation of said conven-
tional line, provided

,
that all such orders and decrees shall be

so framed that the inhabitants residing on any territory now
within the actual jurisdiction of this Commonwealth, which
by such final decree of confirmation shall fall within the juris-
diction of said State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions, shall thenceforth be taken and deemed to be inhabitants
of said State, entitled to all the rights, privileges and immuni-
ties, in their persons, property and estates, and in the exercise
of the elective franchise, and subject to the same duties and
burdens, as the other like conditioned inhabitants of said State,
according to the constitution and laws thereof; and they, their
heirs and assigns shall forever thereafter continue to hold and
enjoy all former grants, property and purchases, granted by or
made within this Commonwealth, to all intents and purposes as
if such territory were lying and continuing within this Com-

COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS
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monwealth; and also that all incorporated companies located
within such territory shall continue to hold, exercise and enjoy
their respective corporate rights and franchises, upon an equal
basis with like incorporated companies in said State, and pro-
videdfurther ,

that full opportunity shall he given in and by said
Supreme Court of the United States, according to the ordinary
course of proceedings in courts of chancery to all municipalities,
corporations and persons having interests to be affected by the
adoption of such final decree of confirmation, to intervene for
their respective interests and cause all suitable orders and
decrees to be made for the just and equitable protection of all
rights of property that may be affected by the adoption of said
final decree of confirmation.

Secretary's Department, )

Boston, Jan. 5, 1861. j

OLIVER WARNER, Secretary.

I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the Resolve and Order
of Council, on file in this office.


