
Extra Session.]

SENATE No. 9.

[Amended draft.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Any town or city may raise money by taxa-

-2 tion, and, if necessary, apply the same, under the direc-
-3 tion of their selectmen or mayor and aldermen, fox the

4 aid of the wife and of the children under sixteen years
5 of age, of any one of their inhabitants, who, as a

6 member of the volunteer militia of this state, may

CommotuDealtf) of ittassadjitoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
One.

AN ACT

In aid of the Families of Volunteers.



2 FAMILIES OF VOLUNTEERS. [Ex. Sess.,

7 have been mustered into or enlisted in the service of
8 the United States, and for each parent, brother or

9 sister, or child, who, at the time of his enlistment,
10 was dependent on him for support.

1 Sect. 2. Towns may by vote raise money to defray
2 any expense already incurred, or to carry out and
3 fulfil any contract heretofore made in behalf of any
4 of its inhabitants who may have enlisted as members
5 of the volunteer militia, and have been, or may be
6 called into the service of the United States; but all
7 contracts now subsisting between any town and any
8 member of the volunteer militia, as such, shall termi-
-9 nate in ninety days from the passage hereof.

1 Sect. 3. No compensation, in addition to the
2 regular pay of the army or navy of the United States,
3 other than that mentioned in this chapter, shall be
4 given by any town or city to any of their inhabitants,
5 who, as volunteers, or otherwise, shall enlist in the
6 service of the United States ; but all contracts made
7 with any members of the volunteer militia, who have
8 been mustered into the service of the United States
9 for the term of three months, shall be valid during

10 such term, and no pay shall hereafter be allowed by
11 any town or city for the expense of drilling.

1 Sect. 4. Any city or town, when danger from
2 attack from the sea is apprehended, is authorized to
3 organize an armed police to guard against such an
4 attack, and may provide, by taxation, to maintain the
5 same. Such force may, for this purpose, act in any
6 part of the county within which such city or town
7 may be situated.
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Sect. 5. Of the sum so paid or applied by any
' city or town for the support of the family of any
3 inhabitant, who may be actually engaged in the
■4 service of the United States, as provided in the first
5 section, there shall be annually reimbursed from the
0 state treasury, to such town or city, a sum not exceed-
-1 ing two dollars per week for the wife and one dollar
:S P er week for each child, parent, brother or sister of
9 such inhabitant, who, at the time of his being called

10 into the service of the United States, was dependent
11 upon him for support.

1 Sect. 6. No reimbursement shall be allowed from
2 the state treasury to any town or city, as provided in
3 the previous section, until a full report, certified and
4 swr orn to by a majority of the board of selectmen of
5 any town, or of the mayor and a majority of the alder-
-6 men of any city, containing a statement of the inhab-
-7 itants of such town or city, whose families have been
8 assisted, as provided in the first section, and of the
9 persons who have been assisted, and the relations

10 which such persons severally bear to such inhabitants,
11 and the sums paid to each person, has been made to
12 the auditor of the Commonwealth, and carefully exam-
-13 ined and approved by him.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from its passage.




