
SENATE.....No. 17.

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom were referred
the Petitions of L. Babcock and others, signed by men and
women of different towns in the Commonwealth, asking the
Legislature “ to put an end to slave-hunting in Massachusetts
by enacting that no person who has been held as a slave, shall
be delivered up by any officer or court, State or Federal,
within this Commonwealth, to any one claiming him on the
ground that he owes £ service or labor ’ to such claimant, by
the laws of one of the slave States of this Union,”

The Constitution of the United States provides that “ No
person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws
thereof, escaping into another shall, in consequence of any
law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service, or
labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such service or labor may be due.” And the supreme court
of the United States has decided that legislation upon this
subject is vested exclusively in congress, and that no State law
or regulation “ can in any way qualify, regulate, control or re-
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strain” the unqualified right of the owner of a slave under the
above recited provisions of the constitution.

We are, therefore, asked by these petitioners to enact a law
for the accomplishment of a purpose clearly prohibited by the
constitution.

Believing that the people of Massachusetts are true and loyal
to the constitution of the United States, and that a correct
regard to duty under that instrument should restrain the legis-
lature from considering any petition based upon a violation of
their duties and obligations under it, the Committee recommend
that the several petitioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

W. D. NORTHEND.


