
SENATE.....No. 32.

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was commit-
ted the Resolutions from the State of Virginia, proposing a
Convention at the city of Washington, to consider the differ-
ences between the '"slaveholding and non-slaveholding States,
have considered the subject, and report the following Resolutions.

For the Committee,

W. D. NORTHEND,
GEO. T. DAVIS,
R. H. BURNHAM,
J. F. PHILLIPS,

A Majority of said Committee.

€ommomomltt) of iftassacfyusctte.

In Senate, January 81, 1861
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RESOLVES

For the appointment of Commissioners to attend a Convention
to be held in the City of Washington.

Whereas, The general assembly of Virginia have extended
an invitation to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and to
the other States in the Union, willing to co-operate, to appoint
commissioners to a convention to meet on the 4th day of
February next, at Washington, to consider the present contro-
versies between the different States, with a view of proposing
a plan of adjustment. Therefore,

Resolved, That we respectfully dissent from the method
suggested in the resolutions of the assembly of the Common-
wealth of Virginia for adjusting existing difficulties, because
we believe that the constitution of the United States, without
amendment, is amply adequate to secure to all sections all their
rights, and that the true remedy for present evils is to be found
in a revival of the spirit and ideas which actuated our fathers,
by whom it was framed. But, nevertheless, Massachusetts
is willing on all proper occasions, and in a fraternal spirit, to
compare her opinions with those entertained by other loyal and
patriotic States, in an effort to strengthen the Union and
promote national tranquillity.

Commomucfiltl) of ittnssacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.
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Resolved, That the governor is hereby authorized, with the
advice and consent of the council, to appoint five commissioners,
whose duty it shall be to repair to Washington, and if, in their
judgment it shall be expedient to unite in the convention pro-
posed by the general assembly of Virginia, provided that any
final action taken by said commissioners in relation to any plan
of adjustment shall be subject to the approval of the legislature,
and that said commissioners be subject at all times to the
control of the legislature.

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit copies
of the foregoing resolutions to the governor of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, and to the executives of such States as
shall hereafter give him notice of their intention to send com-
missioners to the proposed convention.
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The undersigned, not being able to agree to the report of the
majority of the Committee on Federal Relations in regard to
the propriety of sending Commissioners to the convention pro-
posed by the legislature of Virginia, to be holden at Washing-
ton, D. C., on the fourth day of February, 1861, ask the atten-
tion of the legislature to the conditions of the invitation.

It is an invitation (mark the words of the resolution) to such
States as are willing to unite with Virginia, how ? not in obey-
ing and enforcing the provisions of the constitution of the
United States ; but “ so as to afford to the people of the slave-
holding States adequate guarantees for the security of their
rights.”

The resolves of the majority do not propose to offer any
guarantees to slavery other than those found in the constitution
of the United States. These guarantees Virginia already has,
and yet she asks a convention. Hence it is evident that
Virginia does not consider the guarantees of the present
constitution sufficient; but Massachusetts does so consider
them, and so instructs her commissioners in the majority
resolves. From this fact it is clear that Massachusetts is not
among the States invited inasmuch as she does not comply
with the terms of the invitation.

Are we ready to send commissioners to Washington exposed
to a rejection on the terms of the invitation, and thus add
another to the catalogue of insults Massachusetts has already
received at the hands of the slave power ? If we are to send
commissioners, surely we ought to give them such credentials
as will ensure them admittance to the convention. t

Commomucaltl] of Massachusetts.

MINORITY REPORT.
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Virginia accompanies her invitation with a resolution em-
bracing propositions which she professes herself willing to
consider as the basis of an adjustment. The following is the
Resolution:—

Resolved, That in the opinion of the general assembly of Virginia,
the propositions embraced in the resolutions presented to the senate of
the United States by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, so modified as that
the first article proposed as an amendment to the constitution of the
United States shall apply to all the territory of the United States now
held or hereafter acquired south of latitude thirty-six degrees and
thirty minutes, and provided that slavery of the African race shall be
effectually protected as property therein during the continuance of the
territorial government, and the fourth article shall secure to the owners
of slaves the right of transit with their slaves between and through the
non-slaveholding States and Territories, constitute the basis of such an

adjustment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States
of this confederacy, as would be accepted by the people of this Com-
monwealth.

Now, what is meant by basis ? The dictionary gives as
definitions—foundation, pedestal, Ac. Then if the principles
embraced in the above resolution are the basis, what, it may be
asked, will be likely to be the superstructure which will satisfy
Virginia ?

The undersigned do not believe Massachusetts ready to
make such a proposition the basis of an adjustment of the
present rebellion which is waged against the government and
the constitution, and which the recusant States are pleased to
call by the milder term, controversy. The undersigned
believe that Massachusetts stands to-day on the broad ground
of the constitution, where she has ever stood ; that she holds to
the doctrine that the constitution ought “ to be obeyed rather
than amended.” If Massachusetts holds this opinion, then her
self-respect will not permit her to give countenance to a
convention called for the express purpose of changing the
terms of the compact, called too, at a time when a part of the
confederated States stands with arms in their hands, in a pos-
ture defiant to the general government.

Even provided Massachusetts came within the scope of the
invitation, still, the undersigned believe that in giving couute-
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nance to such a convention Massachusetts would only compli-
cate the difficulties already upon us and take the first step in
the long road of concession which terminates only in submis-
sion to the slave power. Such a step would also show a want
of faith in the present constitution of the United States and a
distrust of the principles which the people have lately sanc-
tioned by their votes.

N. H. WHITING,
of the Senate.

O. W. ALBEE,
JAMES M. ROBBINS,

of the House.


