
SENATE... No. 4.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled :

The Metropolitan Railroad Company and the Middlesex
Railroad Company, Corporations duly established by the laws
of this Commonwealth owning and operating street railroads in
the cities of Boston, Roxbury and Charlestown, respectfully
ask the attention of the legislature to the following Remon-
strance :

There are before the legislature of the present session four
petitions asking for charters for new street railroads in the said
cities of Boston, Roxbury and Charlestown, all asking to enter
upon and use the tracks of your remonstrants to a very con-
siderable extent.

These petitions involve very important matters of legislation,
as they are of such a character as to affect the whole commu-
nity in and around Boston, and must establish, whether they
are granted or refused, precedents and principles that must be
important to the public, and will have great influence on this
class of property throughout the State, both for the present and
the future.

It is a well established fact that in this country and in this
State, horse railroads have become a groat public interest, a
great public convenience, and indeed a great public necessity.
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A public interest, for in Boston and vicinity alone there are
some three millions of dollars capital invested in them, owned
by many thousand stockholders, and in other parts of the State
a large amount of capital has already been invested.

A public convenience, as they afford an economical and con-
venient mode of travel to the public in places where steam
roads would be impracticable, and furnish a convenient, pleasant
and cheap mode of conveyance which is rendering omnibuses
and stages obsolete ; and a public necessity, because hundreds
of thousands of citizens depend upon them daily for access to
their places of business, and they furnish a means of easy social
and business intercourse to almost the whole community. An
important public interest is concerned, and it is the duty of the
legislature to examine the subject thoroughly, to hear and
consider all petitions and parties that are brought before them,
so as to protect and preserve the rights both of the public, and
of the owners of this species of property.

In view of which, these remonstrants are now, and always
have been, ready to appear before your body, whether summoned
by private individuals, by parties seeking for new or rival
charters, or by the legislature itself, willing to acknowledge at
all times if they should be found guilty of not subserving the
public interest in acting under their charters, that they would
thereby forfeit all the rights which they may have at any time
received from the legislature.

But while we concede that if we do not properly execute the
public trust granted us, our charters should be taken away, we
most earnestly claim that until we shall be found guilty of such
unfaithfulness on our part, we have the plighted faith of the
Commonwealth, as set forth in the charters granted us, that our
rights shall be protected and the capital which has been invested
upon such faith shall be preserved.

There are now before the legislature four petitions for leave
to enter upon and use and, as far as can be gathered from the
petitions, to run over the tracks of, and so do a competing busi-
ness with the Metropolitan Railroad Company in the city of
Boston; and two of these petitions ask for the right to run over
the tracks of the Middlesex Railroad Company and so do a
competing business with that company between Boston and
Charlestown, viz.:—

REMONSTRANCE, &c.
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The petition of Joseph Pratt and others, interested in what is
known as the “ Red Line of Omnibuses,” and familiar to former
legislatures as the “ Hobbs Line,” or “ Citizens’ Line,” now
for the sixth successive year comes before the legislature and asks
to be incorporated to do not only what they have substantially
asked and been refused the past live years, but in addition pro-
pose to run a line of cars from Roxbury through Boston to
Charlestown Neck, and to be called the “ Citizens’ Horse Rail-
road Company.”

The petition of Chauncey Page and others, asking for a horse
railroad from South Boston over Dover Street Bridge, through
Boston proper to East Boston and Chelsea Ferries, and also to
Charlestown Navy Yard, and for the right to run cars over the
tracks of both your remonstrants, and to be called the “ Matta-
pan Railroad Company.”

The petition of the Suffolk Railroad Company to run their
cars over the tracks of the Metropolitan Railroad Company,
and also over the tracks of all the other street railroads in the
city of Boston.

The petition of John C. Abbott and others, asking to run
cars from Brookline through the cities of Roxbury and Boston,
which cars must necessarily be run over the existing rails of
the Metropolitan Railroad Company, or else over new rails to
be laid in the same streets with their rails, to be called the
“ Brookline Horse Railroad Company.”

The new charters thus prayed for also ask for capital to the
amount of ten hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

It is very evident from a perusal of these petitions that not one
of them springs from an acknowledged want of accommodation
on the part of the public, for in all of them the one fact stands
prominently forth that all the business they propose to do, and
the public they propose to accommodate, is the same business
now done and the same public now accommodated, either by
the Metropolitan Railroad Company or the Middlesex Railroad
Company, or both together.

Thus when the “ Hobbs Petitioners ” ask leave to-run from
Roxbury to Charlestown Neck, we know that they wish to run
upon the rails belonging to these remonstrants, for that is what
they have desired to do for the last five years, and it is the only
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practicable, and we believe, the only possible route from Rox
bury to Charlestown Neck.

So,'also, with the petition for the “Mattapan Company” from
Dover Street to Charlestown Navy Yard ; they must necessarily
run over the rails belonging to these remonstrants, for they must
come down either Washington or Treraont Streets, which are
both occupied by the Metropolitan Railroad, and they must go
over one of the bridges to Charlestown, both of which are occu-
pied by the Middlesex Railroad.

The Middlesex Railroad Company have a track running from
Boston to the Navy Yard, in the most direct and convenient
route, and accommodates the public in that direction most
amply.

The Suffolk Railroad Company, by their petition, in terms,
ask to be allowed to run over the Metropolitan Railroad tracks,
to the “ South End,” and also over all other tracks in the city
of Boston.

The petition for the “ Brookline Horse Railroad Company,”
also asks to run from Brookline through Roxbury, to the Provi-
dence Depot in Boston, thereby almost of necessity running over
the tracks of the Metropolitan Company in Brookline, Roxbury,
and Boston, for a distance of nearly four miles, or else be re-
quired to lay a new track in the same streets to accommodate
the same line of travel, whether branching off from the Metro-
politan tracks at Berkley Street or not.

These several petitioners, therefore, ask your honorable body
to grant them charters, whereby they may either entirely super-
sede us, your remonstrants, in our rights, and in the business
we have been chartez’ed to do, or else that tiiey may do a
competing business with us, upon our own tracks; or, in other
words, they ask the legislature to give to themall the substan-
tial benefit of the tracks built, maintained and owned by us
under the sanction of the legislature.

They ask the legislature of Massachusetts, to grant them
the rights to take and use, without our consent, property aud
rights granted to us by a former legislature of the Common-
wealth, with no other object really in view than that of their
own pecuniary benefit.

In times past, the legislature of Massachusetts, granted to
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your remonstrants the power to construct, maintain, and use a
railway or railways, and to run cars by horse power, in the
streets of Boston, Roxbury, and Charlestown.

Relying upon the grant of the legislature, (and the hitherto
unbroken faith that Massachusetts has maintained in all her
dealings with the world, the country, and her own citizens,)
your remonstrants (or their predecessors, in their corporate
capacity,) after encountering many difficulties and incurring
very much larger expenditures than was anticipated, have
completed and to-day are maintaining and operating horse
railroads, as follows: The Metropolitan Company have rail-
roads running from Boston to Roxbury, Jamaica Plain,
Dorchester, and Brookline. And the Middlesex Company have
railroads running from Boston to Charlestown, the Navy Yard,
Medford, Malden, and Somerville.

The capital the Metropolitan Company have invested is One
million of dollars, and is held by over five hundred stock-
holders ; one hundred and thirteen thousand dollars of which
is held by females, one hundred and sixty-one thousand dollars
is held by administrators, guardians, and trustees, for the benefit
of widows and orphans; of these, many are quite unable to
retrieve a loss.

The Middlesex Company have an invested capital of Four
hundred thousand dollars,' held by over four hundred stock-
holders, of which fifty-one thousand dollars is held by females.
Twenty thousand dollars is held by administrators, guardians,
and trustees, which is held for a like purpose. Nearly if not
quite all the stock is held by citizens of Massachusetts.

We, then, the Directors of these two corporations, on behalf of
the stockholders we represent, feel justified in claiming of the
legislature of the Commonwealth that we should be protected
in the enjoyment of our rights and property thus acquired, and
that the investment so made and owned should not be sacrificed
unless there shall be found some incorrigible fault in us, or
unless it shall be shown that we have not and cannot properly
and faithfully execute the public trust committed to our care,
or unless a case of overwhelming public necessity, to which
all private rights must yield, shall be proved to call for such
sacrifice.
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What are the duties which we assumed when we accepted
our charter ?

First; The duty of furnishing reasonably comfortable and
sufficient means of conveyance to passengers who desire to go
over our routes, and to run our cars at such times as the
public necessity and convenience may require.

Second : The duty of faithfully executing all regulations and
conditions imposed upon us by the legislature of the Common-
wealth.

We have the right to charge as compensation for performing
these duties, and for our labor and the capital invested, such
rates of fare, not exceeding the limits fixed in our charters, as
shall be reasonable, and such as will yield us a fair and proper
income on our investments.

Do we then furnish convenient and sufficient means of con-
veyance for passengers who desire to go over our routes ?

The Metropolitan Railroad Company have seven hundred
and sixty-two horses, and one hundred and twenty-five cars.
The number of cars running in the city of Boston is such that
there is a car going to the South End on an average of one
in every one and one-half minutes during the day, and dur-
ing the last year they have averaged each day six hundred
and twelve trips, and have carried on an average twenty-
two thousand three hundred and thirty-seven passengers per
day, in such a manner as seemed to the Directors comfortable
and convenient, and they can confidently say that all reason-
able, fair and unprejudiced patrons of the road, are well
and fully satisfied with the accommodations given to them.

The Middlesex Railroad Company have forty-one cars and
two hundred and seventy-five horses ; and they run a car from
Boston to Charlestown, once in every three and one-half min-
utes, on an average, during the day, and to the towns beyond,
as often as public necessity and convenience require. They
make each day, two hundred and seventy-six trips, and have
carried about ten thousand passengers, on an average, per day,
and to the satisfaction of all unprejudiced and reasonable
persons.

Thus we see, that a passenger can go from Roxbury to
Charlestown, every three and one-half minutes in the day, in a
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car containing on an average, only sixteen passengers, which
business the “ Hobbs Petitioners ” propose to take away from
us in whole or in part; and that he can go from Dover Street
to the Navy Yard, once in every three and one-half minutes,
which business the Mattapan Railroad Company proposes to
take in whole or in part; and that he can go from Scollay’s
Building, (the acknowledged Central point for street railroads
in the city of Boston,) to the South End, every one and a
half minutes, in a car containing not more than sixteen persons
on an average, which business the Suffolk Railroad Company
proposes to take; and he can go from Brookline to Boston,
every thirty minutes, and from Roxbury to Boston, every two
minutes and nine seconds, which business the Brookline Rail-
road Company proposes to take.

Thus it will be seen, that on aR these established routes, there
are cars running with great frequency, containing on an aver-
age only sixteen persons, in which there are seats provided
for twenty-two.

These statistics, which are carefully made, show that the
remonstrants run a sufficient number of cars, and with suffi-
cient frequency, to accommodate the several communities they
undertake to serve ; their cars will compare favorably with any
public conveyances in the world, and their endeavor is, to
retain as employees only those who give satisfaction to their
patrons.

Are the rates of fare adopted by the remonstrants, too high
to yield more than a just compensation for performing the
duties they undertake, and as a fair return for their capital
invested ?

In addition to necessary outlay in keeping up our stocks of
horses, paying wages and all other current expenditures,
the legislature is perhaps not aware that our expenses are
largely increased by the very onerous conditions imposed on us
by the cities and towns in which our tracks are located. The
Metropolitan Company has been required to keep many of the
streets through which they run, in good order and complete
repair, for the whole space between the edge-stones supporting
the sidewalks, at their own expense, and to the entire satisfac-
tion of the said cities and towns; and they are also required to
re-pave the said streets from time to time with what shall be
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deemed to be the best of stone material, and the whole expense
thereof to be paid by them.

The Metropolitan Company have expended within the past
few years an average of over twenty thousand dollars per
annum for paving the streets of Boston ; and for their location
in Washington Street they were required to pay into the city
treasury the sum of four thousand dollars.

The Middlesex Railroad Company have likewise been called
upon to pay large sums of money for paving in Boston and
Charlestown ; and for their location from Haymarket Square
around Scollay’s Building in Boston, they were required to
pay into the city treasury the sum of ten thousand dollars
within ten days from the passage of said location.

Your remonstrants fulfilled all these conditions, and paid
these sums with great difficulty; and they trust, that having
paid such sums to secure their location, they shall have the full
benefit of them, and be protected in their enjoyment as long as
they do their duty to the public.

In view of these considerations, and the very high and
uncertain prices of provender and wages, and of the greatly
increased and increasing taxes and other expenses, can it be
said that our rates of fare are too high ?

The fare from Boston to any point in Roxbury, and to any
point in Charlestown, is five cents. We know of no less rate of
fare in any public conveyance in the world.

There is also a system of tickets, whereby those riding
frequently can pay less.

In the Metropolitan cars, within the limits of the city, seven
tickets can be purchased for twenty-five cents; and in the
Middlesex cars, six Charlestown tickets for twenty-five cents,
or twenty-five tickets for one dollar.

Unless these remonstrants have made great profits and
declared enormous dividends from the results ofrtheir business,
it cannot be contended that these rates are exorbitant.

The Metropolitan Railroad Company have paid on an
average, since their commencement, a yearly dividend of eight
per cent.

The Middlesex Railroad Company have paid on an average,
since their commencement, a dividend of seven per cent.

No one can contend that these returns are more than have
been fairly earned.
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If, then, these statements are correct, and we aver that they
are entirely correct, we contend that we have in good faith
accomplished all that is required of us, or that any similar
corporations would be required to do.

No sacrifice or diminution of the rights of those who have
committed their property to our charge can therefore be justi-
fied, except on the ground of some overwhelming public
necessity or emergency.

Has such an emergency arisen ? Is it such an emergency
that Messrs. Hobbs, Hathorne and others, desire a better invest-
ment for the property and money which they now have in an
“ omnibus line,” which in the progress of improvements has
become obsolete ?

Is it such an emergency that there are perhaps twenty-five
persons in a day that would prefer to go through from Roxbury
to Charlestown in one car, rather than to step from one car to
another on arriving at Scollay’s Building ?

Is it such an emergency that a few persons, if the proposed
Brookline and Mattapan Companies are chartered, would have
to walk a few hundred feet less than they do now to take
a car?

Such are the only suggested necessities or emergencies on
which these applications for new charters are based. The mere
statement of them is enough to demonstrate how utterly inade-
quate they are as a ground for asking the legislature to interfere
and take from onr stockholders and give to another set of stock-
holders, rights which we have purchased and paid for in good
faith.

It is possible that the petitioners may offer to carry passengers
at still lower rates of fare than your remonstrants carry them.

We have sufficient experience in our business to know that
no new company can build and equip a road in any street in
Boston, and carry passengers at as low rates of fare as we now
carry them. We laid onr tracks, and purchased our horses, cars,
&c., at prices much less than the. present prices of similar
articles ; and the only possible way that a new company could
effectually compete with us, would be to appropriate, as these
petitioners propose, our fixed capital to their own uses,—they
could compete with us on terms still more advantageous to them-

2
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selves, if they also appropriate our cars and horses, car houses
and stables.

If this proposition is correct, that our fares are now at the
lowest possible point, and lower than any new company could
afford to put them, how will the granting of these petitions be
of any possible advantage to the public ?

If the fare cannot be reduced, the only proffered advantage
or improvement must be that of greater facilities. If more cars
are required by the public on either of our lines, we are ready
to supply them up the limit to which it is possible to run them
in the streets of the city. It is from time to time suggested that
this limit has been already attained in Washington Street, and
we have great difficulty in obeying the city ordinance, which
requires that the cars should keep at least three hundred
feet apart. Any considerable increase would render the street
so crowded that ordinary vehicles would find it difficult, if not
impossible, to make their way. These difficulties would be much
enhanced, if the new comers should be under a separate and
rival organization. The same number of people are to be car-
ried, and if we are obliged to take off a car for every one the new
companies put on our track, the public will have no greater
accommodation ; if we do not diminish the number of our cars
the streets will be overcrowded, and a business which, with
economy, is fairly remunerative to one company, if divided
among several companies, would inevitably result in a loss to
all, and necessarily in an ultimate loss to the public.

It has been said, and will be said again, by every petitioner,
that comes before you that they do not ask the legislature to

take away our charters, and that our suggestions about forfeit-
ing our charters or our rights being invaded, have no bearing
on these petitions.

In answer to this we refer to the petitions themselves.
These petitioners for new charters do not designate on what

streets they desire to be located. The legislature has generally
adopted the plan when pew charters for horse railroads are
granted, to leave to the cities or towns in which these roads are

to be built the questions of location.
Now is there any possibility of the city of Boston granting

to any of these petitioners any location other than in those
streets in which the tracks of these remonstrants are now laid ?
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There are but four streets or avenues leading from Roxbury
to Boston proper, viz : Tremout Street, Shawmut Avenue, Wash-
ington Street and Harrison Avenue. Shawmut Avenue ends at
Dover Street, so that a new railroad must turn into the streets
in which the Metropolitan tracks are now laid, and the inhabi-
tants of that avenue would' loudly protest against any railroad
being put there; for they have horse cars on either side of
them within a few hundred feet, sufficient for their accommoda-
tion, and always have objected to such a use of the street.

The only location the petitioners could get, or would indeed
ask for in Boston, would be in the streets now occupied by the
remonstrants and over their rails.

The same necessity exists in regard to the proposed routes to
Charlestown Neck or the Navy Yard. The only available
streets are now occupied by the Middlesex Railroad.

That it is necessary that there should be a through line from
Roxbury to Charlestown Neck, or that the difficulty experi-
enced by passengers in stepping from one car to another at
Scollay’s Building, is of such a serious nature as to demand
the action of the legislature, we do not concede, but if it is
thought to exist, then we ask if it would not be the wiser and
better course for the public, and the fairer one for us, first to
see whether these two remonstrants cannot enter into some
mutual arrangement so that they could do the business without
a change of cars, and thus avoid the necessity of creating
another corporation with a capital of five hundred thousand
dollars to do it. If there should appear to be any demand for
such an arrangement, we have greater facilities for accomplish-
ing it than a new company would have; our business is to
furnish such facilities as the public demand and will pay for,
and if there is an actual demand for a through line from Rox-
bury to Charlestown, it will be our interest to supply it.

Or again, if it is necessary that the citizens of South Boston
should have a railroad to Charlestown Navy Yard, and that the
present railroad from South Bostoi?to Scollay’s Building, and
thence by the Middlesex Railroad to the Navy Yard, is not
sufficient, if the legislature shall deem it to be necessary, will
not the public be better accommodated, if the Metropolitan
Company extend their tracks over Dover Street Bridge to
South Boston, than that a new company should be created,
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with a capital of three hundred thousand dollars, to do that
business ?

Or, as to the Brookline Company. The Metropolitan Rail-
road Company now have a railroad to Brookline, and can and
will extend their tracks anywhere desired in that town, where
there are passengers to make it an object; and would it not be
a much better and wiser policy to allow an old corporation to
do the business, rather than to charter a new railroad from
Brookline to Boston, with a capital of two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars ?

And as to the Suffolk Railroad Company, who ask for the
right to use some four or five miles of our tracks, and do our
business, we answer that this is a proposition to do the business
which we are chartered, and competent, and willing to do.

In other words, all the objects to be gained for the public by
all these petitions can readily, and easily, and legally be done
under the present charters of your remonstrants.

Your remonstrants, as is well known, were two of the
pioneers of horse railroads in this Commonwealth. Their
roads were built with great labor and expense, and amid the
strongest opposition, and they obtained their locations from
the cities ofBoston and Charlestown with the greatest difficulty.

On the 21st of May, A. D. 1853, the legislature granted the
Act of Incorporation under which the Metropolitan Railroad
Company came into existence, and was the first horse railroad
charter ever granted by any legislature, and on the 29th ofApril,
A. D. 1854, the Middlesex Railroad Company was chartered.

Thus these remonstrants were chartered at a time when the
whole matter of horse railroads was new. Being an untried
experiment, and so much of an experiment that the legisla-
ture studiously incorporated into their charters a provision that
if any city or town, at any time after the end of one year,
should see fit, they might take up the rails which they had
permitted to be laid down, and thus annihilate the whole
enterprise. It was so much of an experiment that the city
government of Boston required the individual bonds of several
citizens in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, with the con-
dition that the Metropolitan Company would, if ordered by the
Mayor and Aldermen, take up their rails after an experiment
of only thirty days. Prom these facts alone, the public were
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not prepared to regard such an enterprise with favor, and
would neither furnish funds for the construction of the road,
nor approbation for its encouragement. In this state of public
feeling, when both the expenditures and receipts were a matter
of conjecture rather than calculation, none could be found to
venture upon these enterprises, save bold pioneers, who ad-
vanced money only upon expectation of returns commensurate
with the risk assumed.

In face of these obstacles, it was not until after a period of
three or four years from the date of their respective charters
and after expensive and arduous efforts to maintain their cor-
porate functions, that the work of constructing their roads was
actually commenced, and being throughout the whole period of
time violently opposed by Messrs. Hobbs, Hathorne and their
associates, the very parties now asking for the rights which
your remonstrants possess.

After the roads had been completed and put in operation,
your remonstrants were in many instances suddenly summoned
before the Boards of Mayor and Aldermen of the different
cities to show cause why their rails should not be taken up, to
pave the streets, to go faster or slower, to run more or less cars,
and to answer to every thing that ingenious and persevering
enemies could devise. But amid all discouragements they
still persevered—they furnished the public a much needed
accommodation.

For the last five or six years a large share of the time of the
railroad committees of the legislature has been occupied in
hearing petitions similar to those now presented. There have
been very many petitions presented, asking for leave to run over
the tracks of existing horse railroads, and to do the business in
whole or in part of such railroads by paying a compensatioh
for the use of the existing tracks.

These petitions have of course been opposed by the then
existing railroads, as uncalled for, and as asking to do that
which the companies originally chartered by the legislature are
competent to do. Hardly a single successful horse railroad has
been exempt from such petitioners.

Many times have the old roads been in peril from fear of such
petitions being granted, and the stock market in horse railroad
shares has every winter been greatly affected and depressed by
the apprehension that some of them should be successful.
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The precedent established by the General Court has been
that those companies which have obtained their charters, built
their roads and are in successful operation, should he protected;
but there are still many parties that hope by constant importun-
ing to be able to succeed in obtaining some grant that they can
sell out to the old roads seeking for self-preservation, or that
they may without constructing new roads be enabled to run
over an established line and gather something that may perhaps
be profitable. Hence the legislature is troubled with these
matters yearly, and members have no peace from the petitioners
on the one side, and the remonstrants on the other. And the
established horse railroad companies are compelled for self-
preservation to appear and exert themselves to their utmost to
preserve their chartered rights and the property under their
care.

When steam railroads were first brought into successful oper-
ation the same difficulties arose, and would have continued to
the present time probably, if the legislature in their wisdom
had not passed a general law that gave all due encouragement
to new enterprise, and at the same time established tire existing
roads and the capital invested therein on a firm and stable basis.

In the history of the steam roads in this Commonwealth it
was found absolutely indispensable for their safe and efficient
operation that the motive power of one road should not enter
upon and pass over the connecting road.

In the year 1845, the following law was passed by the legis-
lature :

“ Every railroad corporation which may be the owner of any railroad
in use, is hereby required, at reasonable times and for a reasonable com-

pensation, to-draw over their road the passengers, merchandise, and
cars of any other railroad corporation, which has been or may hereafter
be authorized by the legislature to enter with their railroad upon, or to

unite the same with, the road of such corporation and use such last
named road, and if the respective corporations whose roads are so united
shall be unable to agree upon the compensation to be paid, the Supreme
Court shall appoint commissioners, &c.”

And iu the same year the following law was also passed; —

“No locomotive engine or other motive power shall be allowed to
run upon any railroad constructed by authority of this State, except
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such as is owned and controlled by the corporation owning and manag-
ing the road, unless by the consent of such corporation.”

This law has been found effectual in removing all the trouble
and vexation formerly endured by the legislatures and the
parties on account of such petitions, and has fully and bene-
ficially encouraged all necessary enterprise in seeking for new
roads when the public demands the same; and we would
respectfully request this legislature to examine fully this
matter, and see if a similar law in regard to horse railroads
would not be equally beneficial.

There are instances in which such an arrangement in regard
to motive power has been agreed upon by horse railroad com-
panies, and has been found to work admirably.

The interests we represent, divided among nearly a thousand
stockholders, of every age and condition in life, now endan-
gered by the petitions of four different parties for charters to
run over our roads, render it incumbent upon us to use every
exertion in our power for their protection.

The legislature of Massachusetts has created, encouraged,
and protected us thus far, and we have all confidence that it
will still continue to do so, and we feel assured that when
we ask it we shall have that investigation which the interests at
stake demand ; and we confidently await and willingly abide by
the honest judgment of the representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

John H. Blake, John R. Blake,
John Flint, Oliver Brewster,
Dudley H. Baylet, William Hendry,
Lemuel Shaw, William B. May,
Directors of the Metropolitan Railroad Company.

Lawson B. Stone, William W. Wheildon,
Geo. W. Palmer, John H. Blake,
Charles Edw’d Powers, Charles L. Flint,

Directors of the Middlesex Railroad Company.
Boston, Jan. 19, 1864.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assem-
bled:

The undersigned respectfully pray for an Act of incorpora-
tion as the Citizens’ Horse Railroad Company, with a capital
stock not exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, with the
right to construct, maintain, and use a horse railroad for the
carriage of passengers between some point or points in the city
of Charlestown through the city of Boston and some point or
points in the city of Roxbury; also with the right to use the
tracks of existing horse railroads in said cities, under such
terms and conditions as may be just and equitable.

JOSEPH PRATT,
J. W. F. HOBBS,
MOSES CLARK,
J. H. HATHORNE.

PETITION.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives assem
bled.

We, the undersigned, respectfully petition your honorable
body that we may be incorporated as the Brookline Horse Rail-
road Company, with a capital not exceeding two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of constructing, equipping,
and maintaining a horse railroad from, at or near Bartlett’s
Corner in Brookline, through such streets and highways as the
Selectmen of said town may from time to time locate, and over
and through such streets and highways in the city of Roxbury
and in the city ofBoston south of Commonwealth Avenue as may
from time to time be designated by the respective Boards of
Mayor and Aldermen of said cities to some point at or near the
corner of Charles Street and Providence Street, Boston, con-
necting with the Metropolitan Railroad, with power to lease,
sell, or transfer all pur rights and privileges to any like corpo-
ration, and to use any other horse railroad tracks now laid in
said city of Boston between said Providence Street and corner
of Tremont and Boylston Street, and the tracks in Tremont
Street to Cornhill, near Scollay’s Building, and in Cornhill to
Washington Street, and in Washington Street to Boylston
Street, and in Boylston Street to said corner of Boylston and
Tremont Streets, paying the several roads for the track so used
such equitable annual compensation for same as referees to be
appointed by the Supreme Judicial Court shall determine.

JOHN C. ABBOTT,
M. C. FERRIS,
CHAS. W. WILDER,
J. C. GIPSON,
CHAS. M. COTTING,
EDWARD S. DANE,
A. F. SISE.

Boston, October 30, 1863.
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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Suffolk Railroad Company respectfully ask :
First. That the city of Boston be authorized to purchase at

their actual cost and to maintain and permit the use of, for a
reasonable compensation, the tracks of Metropolitan and Suf-
folk Railroad Corporations, forming the circuit of Boylston, Tre-
mont, Cornhill, and Washington Streets, and which are used of
necessity more or less by nearly all the horse cars running in
the city of Boston, and if either of said corporations refuse
to sell said tracks, that the same be discontinued and removed
at the expense of said corporation, as provided by its charter,
and thereupon the city of Boston be authorized to construct
tracks in said streets, and permit the various corporations to
use the same for a reasonable compensation.

Second. That the provision of the statutes may be repealed
which requires the consent of the Metropolitan Railroad Com-
pany to enable the Suffolk Railroad Company to run their cars
to the South End, inasmuch as the Metropolitan Railroad Com-
pany have, upon application, refused such consent, while they
have used the Suffolk tracks throughout the city.

Third. That the provision may be repealed which permits
the Metropolitan Railroad Company to purchase a portion of
the tracks of the Suffolk Railroad Company.

Fourth. To lay their tracks and extend the running of their
cars over other tracks within the city of Boston ; also over any
streets, highways, and bridges belonging to the Commonwealth
or the Boston Water-Power Company.

Fifth. To run their cars to the Boston and Worcester and
Old Colony and Newport Railroad depots.

Sixth. To purchase and maintain a ferry between Boston
and East Boston.

Seventh. The regulations to secure the safety and conven
ience of the cars with other travel at the ferries.

Eighth. To issue bonds.

THE SUFFOLK RAILROAD COMPANY,
By Wm. L. Burt, President.

rETIT I O N .
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The undersigned, citizens of said Commonwealth, respect-
fully represent to your honorable body that public convenience
and necessity require increased horse railway accommodation
between South Boston and the East Boston and Chelsea Ferries
and Charlestown Navy Yard, and they respectfully ask from
your honorable body to be incorporated with a capital of three
hundred thousand dollars, for the purpose of constructing,
equipping, and maintaining a railway for running cars thereon
by horse power, commencing at South Boston Point, in the city
of Boston, and running through Eighth, Sixth,Fourth, or such
other streets as the Mayor and Aldermen may from time to
time locate, and over and upon Dover Street Bridge and such
other streets and horse railroads as may be necessary for the
purpose of reaching the above ferries, and thence over the
bridges between Charlestown and Boston, and such streets and
horse railroads in the city of said Charlestown as may be
necessary for the purpose of reaching said Charlestown Navy
Yard. Also, for the right to extend their tracks across Dor-
chester Bay from South Boston by*a suitable drawbridge, and
thence through such highways in the town of Quincy as they
may be located.

Respectfully,

M. FIELD FOWLER,
For self and associates.
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