
SENATE... No. 44.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was commit-
ted the Petition of the Dighton and Somerset Railroad Com-
pany, to alter and amend its Charter, together with sundry
Petitions in aid of the same, with Remonstrances against the
same, having fully heard all parties interested, present the
following

REPORT:

The proposed line passes through a district thickly populated
with an uncommonly enterprising people, and studded with
manufactories of shoes, copper, iron and wood.

It will also furnish needed facilities to a section of the State
largely occupied in the coasting trade, which it will tend greatly
to encourage and increase.

It crosses Taunton River near the head of navigation with
the larger class of coasting vessels, and near where such vessels
are usually discharged into lighters, and will offer a scarcely
appreciable impediment to the passage of any vessels.

It will thus afford to that branch of our commercial marine
double facilities; for while it will not interfere witli such com-
merce, as it has heretofore been carried on, it will open to it
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those railroad facilities by which alone it can be materially
increased.

These considerations are so apparent, that the project was
supported by the almost united and concurrent voice of all the
inhabitants of the towns through which it passes. Those
engaged in manufacturing advocated it as tending largely to
increase their prosperity and convenience; and most of those
engaged in commerce also advocated it for the same reasons.

It was opposed by the Taunton Branch Railroad, for fear that
it would injure that road by withdrawing from it a portion of
its business. There was, however, testimony tending to show
that such fears were groundless, and in the end, those interested
in that road wisely asked for the liberty to connect their road
with the proposed one, that they might share in its benefits.

The Committee, at their request, have reported as a part of
the Bill, the section proposed by them for that purpose.

The principal objection raised by the opponents was the
danger that it would impair the navigation of Taunton River.

The Committee, however, agree with the almost universal
testimony of those most interested in the navigation of that
river, that it would not be materially impaired, but that on the
whole their interests would be largely benefited.

In addition to all these local advantages, its connection with
the Old Colony and Newport Railway, at Braintree or Randolph,
at one end, and with the same railroad at Fall River at its other
end, will give to that important line of railroad,—the shortest
line between Boston and tide-water,—increased safety and
capacity for through travel, similar to the safety and capacity
enjoyed by roads with double tracks.

Upon the importance to the Commonwealth of aiding such
through travel, especially furnishing those additional facilities
for freight, for which this line is so peculiarly adapted,, no
comment is necessary.

In view of these considerations, the Committee report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN I. BAKER.
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Four.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The Dighton and Somerset Railroad
2 Company are hereby authorized to locate, construct
3 and operate their railroad as follows : Beginning at a
4 point on the railroad of the Old Colony and Newport
d Railway Company, in either the town of Braintree,
6 or the town ot Randolph, thence in a general south-
I crly direction, through the town of Braintree, (if the
8 point of beginning is located therein,) and through
9 the towns of Randolph, Stoughton, North Bridge-

-10 water> West Bridgewater, Easton, Raynhara, Taunton,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

AN ACT
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Dighton and

Somerset Railroad Company.
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11 Dighton, and Somerset, to Taunton River, thence
12 across said river between said Somerset and the city
13 of Fall River, at a point at or near Store-house Point,
14 so called, thence through a part of said city of Fall
15 River to the Old Colony and Newport Railroad at
16 some point between the Somerset station and Miller’s
17 station on said last-named railroad, crossing such
18 coves, inlets, and water-courses as may be necessary.

19 And the Somerset and Dighton Railroad Company
•20 are hereby authorized to enter upon and use the rail-
-21 road of the Old Colony and Newport Railway Com-
-22 pauy, and the Old Colony and Newport Railway
23 Company are also authorized to enter upon and use
24 the railroad of the Dighton and Somerset Railroad
25 Company.

1 Sect. 2. The bridge by which said Dighton and
2 Somerset Railroad Company shall cross Taunton
3 River between Somerset and Fall River shall be con-

-4 structed with two draws, each at least sixty feet wide;
5 which draws shall be opened by said railroad corpo-
-6 ration for the passage of vessels through the Same,

7 both by dav and by night: the time for which the same
8 shall be kept open to be determined by the cominis-
-9 sioner hereinafter provided for ; said draws and bridge

10 shall also be provided with suitable and proper lights
11 by said corporation, and said bridge shall be built on

12 piles for at least fourteen hundred feet of its length.
13 Said corporation are hereby authorized to construct
14 suitable wharves on both sides of the solid part of
15 said bridge at its westerly end, and the construction
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16 of said bridge, wharves and draws shall be under the
17 direction of some suitable person, appointed as com-

-18 missioner for that purpose, by the supreme judicial
19 court, sitting in any county, on the petition of said
20 railroad company, such notice as the court may order,
21 of said petition, being first given to the towns of
22 Dighton, Freetown, Berkley and Taunton.

1 Sect. 3. Said Dighton and Somerset Railroad
2 Company are hereby authorized to change and alter
3 the course of Taunton River, in Taunton, at a bend in
4 said river, at or near Dean Street, so called, for the

. 5 purpose of avoiding the necessity of crossing the
6 same by one or more bridges at or near said bend ;

7 and if said railroad corporation shall decide so to
8 change the course of the Taunton River, such change
9 shall be made under the direction and to the satisfac-

-10 tion of a commissioner to be appointed by the su-
-11 preme judicial court, sitting in any county, upon
12 petition of said corporation, such notice as shall be
13 ordered by the court, being first given to the town of
l-l .Taunton. And all persons who shall suffer any dam-
-15 age in their property by such change of the course of
16 said river, or whose land shall be taken for the new
17 channel of said river, shall have the same remedy to
18 recover such damages, or for the taking their land, as
19 is now provided by law, for the recovery of damages oc-
-20 casioned by the location and construction of railroads.

1 Sect. 4. The capital stock of said Dighton and
2 Somerset Railroad Company is hereby increased to
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3 the sum of eight hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
4 divided into shares of one hundred dollars each. And
5 if the Dighton and Somerset Railroad Company and
6 the Old Colony and Newport Railway Company, at
7 meetings of said two corporations called for that pur-
-8 pose, shall severally vote to unite and form one cor-
-9 poration, then upon the passage of said votes, the

10 said Dighton and Somerset Railroad Company are
11 hereby authorized, upon such terms as the said two
12 corporations may mutually agree upon, to convey and
13 assign to said Old Colony and Newport Railway Com-
-14 pany, their franchises and property, and all the rights,
15 easements, privileges and powers granted to them;
16 and the same shall be held and enjoyed by said Old
17 Colony and Newport Railway Company, in as full
18 and ample a manner, as if they had been first granted
19 directly to said last-named corporation; and the Old
20 Colony and Newport Railway Company shall, upon
21 such conveyance being made to them, have and enjoy
22 all the rights, powers, privileges, easements, franchises
23 and property of the Dighton and Somerset Railroad
24 (Company, and be subject to all the duties, liabilities,
25 obligations and restrictions imposed upon said last-
-26 named corporation. And if said union takes place,
27 the Old Colony and Newport Railway Company are
28 authorized to increase their capital stock by adding
29 thereto eight thousand five hundred shares, each of
30 the par value of one hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. The said Dighton and Somerset Railroad
2 Company shall have the right and it is hereby granted
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3 to them, to cross the track of the Taunton and New
4 Bedford Railroad Company, at the expense of said
5 first-named corporation, and in such manner as the
6 two corporations may agree uponand if said two
7 corporations cannot agree upon the manner in which
8 said crossing shall be made, then a commissioner ap-
-9 pointed by the supreme judicial court, sitting in any

10 county, on the petition of either of said two corpora-
-11 lions, notice thereof being given to the other, shall
12 have full power to determine the manner of such
13 crossing, and whether the same shall be made at
14 grade, or over, or under, or whether there shall be
15 any, and if so, how much, raising of the track of
16 either road, and the crossing shall be made in the
17 manner determined and prescribed by said commis-
-18 sioner and entirely at the expense of the Dighton and
19 Somerset Railroad Company.

1 Sect. 6. Unless the railroad above authorized is
2 located within one year, and constructed within two
3 years from the passage hereof, this act shall be void
4 and of no effect.

1 Sect. 7. At any time after the location of said
2 railroad, and within two years after the construction
3 of the same, the Taunton Branch Railroad Corporation
4 may locate, construct, and operate a railroad from
5 some convenient point on the line of said Taunton
6 Branch Railroad, at or near its terminus in Taunton,
7 within the limits and upon the line, and as prescribed
S and authorized by chapter twenty-nine of the acts of
9 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, to some
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10 point in Taunton on the Dighton and Somerset Rail-
-11 road. And said Taunton Branch Railroad Corpora-
-12 tion may enter with its said road upon, and unite
13 with and use, said Dighton and Somerset Railroad
14 and the Old Colony and Newport Railroad, in the
15 manner and with all the rights and privileges, and
16 subject to all the obligations and restrictions provided
17 for any railroad by sections one hundred and seven-
-18 teen, one hundred and eighteen, and one hundred and
19 nineteen of the sixty-third chapter of the General
20 Statutes. For the above purposes, the Taunton
21 Branch Railroad Corporation may increase their cap-
-22 ital stock by an amount not exceeding one hundred
23 thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

DIGHTON AND SOMERSET R. R. CO. [Feb. ’64


