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Treasurer's Office Boston,
April 3, 1865.

Hon. Alex. H. Bollock, Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives :

I have the honor to transmit herewith the Report of the
Allotment Commissioners of Massachusetts, for the year ending
December 31,1864.

Respectfully yours,

(Eommouumiltl) of ittassadjusctts.

DAVID WILDER, Jr.,
Secretary of the Board.
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Mass. Allotment Commission, Boston,
March 23d, 1865.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The undersigned* Commissioners, appointed by the president
of the United States, upon nomination by the governor of the
Commonwealth, under Acts of Congress of July and December,
1861, respectfully ask leave to present the following as their
Report for the year ending December 81,1864.

There has been received by the treasurer of the Common-
wealth during the year, from the United States paymasters and
distributed to assignees, or placed on interest to the credit of
the soldiers, in 4,716 different sums, . . . $160,455 13

This amount is exclusive of $13,815.25, for-
warded subsequent to the payment up to Sept. Ist,
1864, by 111 members of the 54th and 55th col-
ored regiments, independent of their allotment
rolls, which were not regarded by the paymasters.

There has also been paid into the State treasury
by the agent of the Commissioners, received by
him on account of Massachusetts bounties, from
June Ist to December 31st, 1864, . . . 129,778 81

Total, ~.*••*$290,233 94

€ommonu)caltl) of ittassadjusctts.
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A further sum has been paid into the treasury by
the Massachusetts bounty paymasters, to be
distributed or placed on interest, of, . .§1,608,978 11

Making a total, including the sumremitted by the
54th and 55th regiments, of over . . . 1,900,000 00

There was received in 1862, from April Ist to
December 31st, ......§202,905 56

Received in 1863, 698,297 76
Also on account of State bounties, 1863, . . 190,012 50

§1,091,215 82

The amount forwarded by the United States paymasters
during the past year has proved to be much less than was
expected, though some reduction was anticipated from the
diminution in the number of men who allotted in 1862, from
expiration of service, and casualties in the field.

But it was supposed that the new allotments made by the
54th, 55th, 56th, 57th, 58th, and 59th regiments would to some
extent compensate for this loss.

In this expectation we have been disappointed, as the pay-
ments to these regiments were delayed so long that their num-
bers had become greatly diminished, and only about three
hundred men out of more than fifteen hundred on the allot-
ment rolls, have been heard from through the paymaster.

Therefore, while the system has been of great service to many
of our soldiers and their families, we have during the past year
failed to secure all the advantages which resulted from its
operation at first.

The amount required by the men for their own use has been
increased, and owing to the improved facility for direct trans-
mission by mail and express, more has been forwarded direct
from the field.

The transfer of men from the old regiments mustered out,
will make it necessary to obtain new allotments from them as
well as from recruits, and this will be done at the earliest oppor-
tunity. Until then, all who desire to do so, can forward their
orders, or allotment papers, directly to the office of the pay-
master-general at Washington, or to one of the Commissioners
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at the State treasury, where the necessary blanks and informa-
tion can be obtained.

It is proposed to continue the collection of such sums as the
soldiers may allot of their bounties, both State and general
government, at Galloupe’s Island, as has been done during the
latter portion of the year past, and an agent will be employed
for that purpose.

Measures arc taken also to secure as far as possible the assign-
ment of the $2O per month paid by the State, in place of the
larger bounties in hand.

This mode of taking the State bounty appears to be gaining
in favor; and, so far as we can judge, it secures a superior
class of men, who are content to have their pay depend upon
the faithful performance of duty.

The expenses on account of the commission, during the year
1864, were as follows, viz.:—

Payment to D. Wilder, Jr., one year as secretary, $4OO 00
Payment to R. Mitchell, Jr., as agent, June Ist to

December 31st, 1864, 226 26
Printing, stationery, and advertising, . . . 138 66

$764 92

There was also allowed by the legislature and paid from the
appropriation for last year, the sum of $4OO to D. Wilder, Jr.,
for his services in 1863, as secretary.

The Commissioners estimate that the expenses for the year
1865, including the pay of an agent to visit Galloupe’s Island
with the Massachusetts paymaster, and the compensation of
their secretary, may be covered by an appropriation of $1,200,
and they ask that the same may be made in their behalf.

HENRY EDWARDS,
PRANK B. FAY,
DAVID WILDER, Jb.,

Massachusetts Allotment Commissioners.


