
SENATE.... No. 154.

To the Honorable the Senate , and the House of Representa-
tives of Massachusetts;

Whereas
,

a Bill has been reported to the legislature, entitled
“An Act to establish a Board of Harbor Commissioners,”
which, it is believed, is designed to enable the scheme indicated
in the “ Third Report of the Commissioners on the Harbors
and Flats in the Commonwealth,” to be consummated, and
which, if carried out, will necessarily occasion great detriment
to the business and commercial interests of the city of Charles-
town, as hereinafter more fully indicated ; the city of Charles-
town therefore most respectfully remonstrates against the
passage of said Bill, or any other Bill of like import, and for
the following reasons:—

First. —Because the Bill is so broad in its scope and opera-
tion, that the powers therein intended to be conferred upon
a board of commissioners, ought not to be delegated, but should
be retained, and only be exercised by the*legislature.

Second.—Because the the Bill is designed and intended to
carry into effect the plan of compensation set forth in said

(Hommcmiucaltl) of iltasoadjuoctts.

REMONSTRANCE.



2 [Mar.REMONSTRANCE.

third report of the commissioners, which is fraught with the
most injurious consequences to the manufacturing and commer-
cial interests of this city; that although Charlestown is
surrounded by navigable waters, it has already been deprived
of a large portion of its natural advantages for business and
commerce, by the appropriation of its territory for State and
National purposes, and therefore as some compensation for
these drawbacks upon her prosperity and business interests, the
plainest principles of justice would appear to clearly indicate
that no further appropriation of any large part of her territory
ought to be made for public purposes; yet if this plan should
be accomplished, the great advantages now afforded by 'the
Mystic River and its flats will be destroyed, and this city be
deprived of the facilities of development and improvement
which it now possesses on its easterly side; and it will also
prevent the filling up of the fiats in Prison Point Bay, which is
the back bay of this city—thus opposing development on the
weste’rly as well as on the easterly side of Charlestown. And
that the Bill is designed to accomplish this scheme, is believed,
because the committee, in the first printed draught of the Bill,
appended to it certain Resolves which unmistakably indicated
such to be the character and purpose of the Bill.

Third.—Because the plan will produce great injury to other
municipalities in Middlesex County, and contemplates the
appropriation of the natural advantages for improvement which
lie in that county for the benefit of a part of Suffolk County.
And although the method of compensation outlined by the
commissioners, may be just to the channel and harbor, there
certainly is no justice in aiding the growth'and prosperity of
one municipality by appropriating the rights and privileges of
its neighbors.

For these particulars, as well as the other more general
reasons, this Remonstrance is most respectfully presented.
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City op Charlestown.

In Board op Mayor and Aldermen, \
March 27, 1865. j

Remonstrance adopted, and his honor, the mayor, requested
to present the same to the legislature.

Sent down for concurrence.

Daniel Williams, City Clerk.

In Common Council, March 27,1865.

Concurred.
G. Y. Hall, Clerk.

A true copy. Attest,

Daniel Williams, City Qlerk.




