
SENATE.... No. 167.

To the Honorable the Senate and Home of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts , in General Court •

assembled :—

The undersigned, owners of or interested in, wharves and
flats in South Boston, respectfully remonstrate against the
passage of the Bill, reported by the Committee on Harbors and
Flats, entitled “ An Act to establish a Board of Harbor Commis-
sioners,” and for cause show :

That by this Act the entire control of the harbor of Boston
and the wharves and flats therein is confided to a board of
commissioners with the power to dispose of the flats claimed
by the “Commissioners on Harbors and Flats” as belongingto.the
Commonwealth, so that the whole question of the preservation
of the harbors of the Commonwealth is taken from the control
of the legislature, and that before any scheme for the preserva-
tion of said harbors, and the sale of the said flats has been fixed
or established ; so that said board of commissioners will have
the power to sell and dispose of the said flats and to affect the
adjoining proprietors of wharves and flats thereby, without
opportunity on the part of the legislature to ascertain and deter-
mine that such disposition of said flats and the use to be made
thereof, will not be injurious to Boston Harbor; and without
any notice to the adjoining wharf and flat owners, fly which
they can appear and be heard in regard to their interests.
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And your remonstrants further show that an Act delegating
to a board of commissioners such large powers, ought not to
pass without ample opportunity being afforded to parties in
interest—owners of wharves and others—to be heard : that the
committee reporting said Bill have not given opportunity for a
hearing upon the merits of said Bill, but have declined so to
do: that the only single hearing—of a few hours—was con-
fined to suggestions of amendments of the Bill—then in
print—and for the first time, so far as your remonstrants
know, shown to the public; and of such suggestions as might
he made in regard to certain Resolves then in print and
appended to the Bill directing the board of commissioners in
regard to the sale and disposition of the flats at South Boston.

Your remonstrants are informed that such Resolves have
not been reported to the legislature, but that the Act reported
as aforesaid will take from the legislature the control of the
matters embraced in said Resolves.

That your remonstrants further show that they presented a
Memorial and Petition to your honorable body on the ninth day
of the present month, in relation to their interests, (House
Doc., No. 134 ;) that said Memorial was referred to said “ Com-
mittee on Harbors and Flats ;

” thatyour remonstrants appeared
before said committee by counsel, and humbly asked to be
heard; that the said committee declined to hear your remon-
strants on the subject of their Memorial and Petition.

Wherefore, your remonstrants respectfully pray that said Bill
may not pass; at least, not until after a full hearing has been
had thereon of the parties in interest.

SAMUEL S. PERKINS.
SOUTH BOSTON GAS LIGHT COMPANY,

By E. J. Davenport, Agent.
HARRISON LORING.
RICHARD J. MONKS, Trustee estate J. P. Monks.
C. C. CONLEY.
W. B. DODGE.
ISAAC PRATT, Jr.
TUTTLE, GAFFIELD & CO.
BAY STATE IRON CO., per John H. Reed, Tr.
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