
SENATE.... No. 224.

AN ACT
To establish a Metropolitan Police.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The cities of Boston and Chelsea in the
2 county of Suffolk, the cities of Cambridge and
3 Charlestown in the county of Middlesex, and of
4 Koxbury in the county of Norfolk, are hereby
5 constituted and united for the administration of
6 police, into a district, to be known as the metropolitan
7 police district.

1 Sect. 2. The organization, the appointment and
2 removal, the government and control of the police
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3 force, and the entire administration of police in said
4 district, shall be vested in a board of metropolitan
5 police; and all the powers and duties relating to
6 matters of police now by law vested in the mayor,
7 aldermen, city council or other authorities of the
8 several cities in said district are transferred to said
9 board.

1 Sect. 3. The governor shall nominate, and by
2 and with the advice and consent of the council shall
3 appoint, three commissioners, all of whom shall have
4 been residents of said metropolitan police district for
5 at least three years prior to their appointment, to
6 constitute said board of metropolitan police.

1 Sect. 4. The said commissioners shall, at their
2 first appointment, be severally designated and com-
-3 missioned to serve respectively for the term of one
4 year, two years and three years ; and thereafterwards
5 as said terms expire, the appointment of each com-
-6 missioner shall he for three years; in case of any
7 vacancy occurring the appointment shall be made in
8 like manner, but only for the unexpired term

1 Sect. 5. The said commissioners shall take and
2 subscribe the oaths required to qualify judicial officers.
3 A majority shall constitute a quorum. They shall
4 elect a president and treasurer of their own number,
5 and appoint a clerk, with a salary not exceeding
6 eleven hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 6. The treasurer of the board shall receive
2 an annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, each
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3 of the other commissioners an annual salary of two
4 thousand dollars, which, with the salary of the clerk,
5 shall be payable out of the treasury of the Common-
-6 wealth. The treasurer shall give bond, with sureties,
7 to the satisfaction of the governor and council, in the
8 sum of fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 7. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall have power, upon written
3 charges, and .after a hearing, to remove any of said
4 commissioners.

1 Sect. 8. The said board shall have power to
2 organize and officer the police force of said district in
3 such manner as they shall deem best, and to make all
4 such rules and regulations as are not inconsistent
5 with the laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 9. No person shall be appointed a member
2 of the police force who is not, at the time, a qualified
3 voter in some city in said district. Every member
4 shall hold office during good behavior; but shall be
5 liable to removal by said board, after notice and hear-
-6 ing, upon written charges of neglect of duty or

7 unfitness for service.

1 Sect. 10. The said board shall not assign as the
2 permanent quota of patrol-men for the several cities
3 in said district any larger number than are now in
4 the service of said cities respectively, nor raise the
5 pay thereof, except with the assent of the mayor and
6 aldermen of such city; and such quota may be
7 reduced by the said board, on application of such



[Apr.METROPOLITAN POLICE.

8 mayor and aldermen, subject to appeal in case of
9 refusal, to the governor and council.

1 Sect. 11. The said police officers shall have and
2 exercise all the common law and statutory powers of
3 constables, except the service of civil process, and all
4 the powers given to the police or watchmen by the
5 statutes of the Commonwealth, or the charter or ordi-
-6 nances of the several cities in said district, and their
7 powers as constables shall extend throughout the
8 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 12. Upon the application of the mayor of
2 any city, or of the selectmen of any town within the
3 Commonwealth, the said board shall, and upon the
4 application of any other person, if they see proper,
5 may, detail regular officers and patrol-men of the
6 metropolitan police, to do special duty in any such
7 place, who shall therein have all the powers given in
8 the eleventh section of this act: provided, however, that
9 such city, town, or person, shall advance or secure to

10 the satisfaction of said board such sum of money as

11 will adequately compensate for the pay and all other
12 expenses of such service; and any city or town may
13 raise and appropriate any sum of money therefor.

1 Sect. 13. The said board and the police force
2 under their control, shall at all times obey all orders
3 of the governor in relation to the preservation of the
4 public peace, or the execution of the laws throughout
5 the Commonwealth; but any expense incurred with-
-6 out the limits of said metropolitan district, by reason
7 of such orders, and the pay of the policemen while
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8 employed as provided in this section, shall be allowed
9 and paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 14. It shall be the duty of the said board
2 and of all the members of the police force, in their
3 several capacities, within said district, to see that
4 the laws of the Commonwealth, and all municipal
5 by-laws, ordinances, regulations and lawful orders
6 of the civic authorities are observed and enforced;
7 and they shall especially use their utmost endeavors
8 to repress and prevent crime, by the suppression of
9 liquor shops, gambling places and houses of ill-fame.

1 Sect. 15. The accommodations required for the
2 police purposes of this act shall be those ordinarily
3 used by the several cities in said district, including
4 telegraph lines, if they shall place the same at the
5 disposal of said board ; otherwise the said board shall
6 have power to provide suitable accommodations, and
7 the cost thereof shall be assessed to the respective
8 cities. The board may provide an office for them-
-9 selves in the state house or elsewhere, with the assent

10 and under the direction of the governor and council,
11 the expenses of which shall be paid by the Common-
-12 wealth.

1 ' Sect. 16. The commissioners, together with.the
2 mayors of the several cities in said metropolitan dis-
-3 trict, convened as a board of estimate and apportion-
-4 ment, shall annually, on or before the first day of May
5 in each year, make up a financial estimate of the sums
6 required under the several heads of police expendi-
-7 ture, including therein all general, contingent and
8 incidental expenses which they shall deem necessary
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9 for the best efficiency of the department, giving the
10 same in detail so far as practicable. Such estimate
11 shall be accompanied with a written apportionment
12 by said board of the proportion of expenses not other-
-13 wise provided for, applicable to each city in said dis-
-11 trict, having regard as nearly as may be to the pres-
-15 ent police expenses of each city in the ratio of
16 apportionment. If the commissioners judge the sum
17 estimated to be entirely inadequate to the wants of
18 the department, or if any city is aggrieved by the
19 apportionment, a summary appeal may be had, to the
20 governor and council, who may alter or modify the
21 same. When finally determined, such apportionment
22 shall be binding on said several cities, and they shall
23 assess the same in their annual tax and hold the same
24 in the treasury thereof as a separate fund to be paid
25 out on the order of the treasurer of the board of the
26 metropolitan police, approved by the president
27 thereof. The present year said board of estimate and
28 apportionment shall meet as soon as convenient after
29 the passage of this act, whether before or after the
30 first day of May; and any city may apply any appro-
-31 priation heretofore made for the support of their
32 present police department to the discharge of the
33 liability apportioned to them by said board, and the
34 several sums apportioned to said cities, shall consti-
-35 tute a debt against them until paid.

1 Sect. 17. The said board shall make a detailed
2 report of their doings annually, to the legislature, and
3 a report quarterly, to the city councils of the several
4 cities in said district.
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1 Sect. 18. Whenever one of the cities of the said
2 metropolitan police district shall, in any court of
3 this Commonwealth, or any United States court, be
4 made to pay damages on account of the negligence or
5 malfeasance of any member of the said metropolitan
6 police force, the amount shall be reimbursed from
7 the treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 19. So much of this act as relates to the
2 appointment and qualification of the board of metro-
-3 politan police, to all matters connected with their own
4 organization, and the duties prescribed in section six-
-5 teen, shall take effect upon its passage, and the rest
6 thereof shall take effect on the first day of August next.

Senate, April 28, 1865.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. Gifford, Clerk.




