
SENATE No. 76.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was
committed the Petition of Charles G. Loring and others, to be
incorporated as the Boston Children’s Aid Society, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

H. A. STEYENS, Chairman.

In Senate, March 7,1865.

iHommomucaltl) of iHassadjusctts.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Boston Children’s Aid Society.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Charles G. Loring, George Bemis,
2 Francis C. Lowell, Charles Fi Barnard, James
3 Freeman Clarke, M. S. Scudder, and James Tolman,
4 their associates and successors, are hereby made a
5 corporation by the name of the Boston Children’s
6 Aid Society, for the purpose of providing temporary
7 homes,for vagrant, destitute, and exposed children,
8 and those under criminal prosecution, of tender age,
9 in the city of Boston and its vicinity, and of providing

10 for them such other or further relief as may be advis-
-11 able, to rescue them from moral ruin ; with all the
12 powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,

dommomumltlj of ilTaosadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.
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13 liabilities, and restrictions, set forth in the sixty-
-14. eighth chapter of the General Statutes, and any acts
15 in addition thereto.

1 Sect. 2. All persons who were members of the
2 association known as the Boston Children’s Aid
3 Society, before the adoption of this act of incorpora-
-4 tion, and whose names, by their consent, shall be
5 entered upon the records of this corporation as such,
6 shall be members thereof; and members of the cor-
-7 poration shall hereafter be eligible in such manner
8 as the by-laws thereof shall provide.

1 Sect. 3. The directors of the said society shall
2 consist of a president, three vice-presidents, a treas-
-3 urer, a clerk, and not less than nine nor more than
4 twenty other members, who shall be chosen by ballot
5 at the first meeting, and subsequently at each annual
.6 meeting; and all officers, except those first chosen,
7 shall hold their offices for one year and until others
8 shall be chosen in their stead.

1 Sect. 4. The directors shall have authority, at
2 their discretion, to receive into their asylum or care
3 such children of tender age as they may deem suitable
4 objects of the charity intended by this institution;
5 and also to accept a surrender, in writing, by the
6 father, or where there is no father having his legal
7 domicil within the Commonwealth, by the mother,
8 or where there is no father nor mother having such
9 domicil, by the guardian, of any child or children, to

10 the care and direction of said institution; and also to
11 take and receive into the charge of the said institu-
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12 tion any children, being destitute of parents having
13 such domicil, or of legal guardians, in the Common-
-14 wealth; or being deserted by their parents or guar-
-15 dians, in such manner as to have no regular home
16 provided for them, under the custody and care of
17 such parents or guardians; and to bind out in
18 virtuous families, until the age of twenty-one years,
19 any hoy or boys, and until the age of eighteen years,
20 any girl or girls, thus surrendered, thus destitute, or
21 thus deserted, and taken or received under their
22 charge: provided, however , that any parent whose
23 child or children, during the absence of such parent
24 out of this Commonwealth, shall have received relief
25 and support, or been bound out as aforesaid, shall
26 have liberty, on his or her return, to receive such
27 child or children, upon paying to the treasurer of said
28 institution the expense incurred in his -or their sup-
-29 port or care as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 5. The directors shall have authority to
2 consent to the adoption of any child which shall have
3 been surrendered to the institution as aforesaid, by any
4 person suitable and competent for the nurture and
5 rearing of such child, upon his or her petition to the
6 probate court, in the county of his or her residence,
7 made conformably to the provisions of the one hun-
-8 dred and tenth chapter of the general laws, entitled
9 “of the adoption of children and change of names

10 and shall in like manner have authority to consent to
11 such adoption of any child destitute or deserted as

12 aforesaid, taken under the charge and protection ot
13 said institution, not having any parent or guardian
14 having a legal domicil*within the Commonwealth, or
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15 either of whose parents is insane, or imprisoned in the
16 state prison or house of correction under a sentence
17 for a term of not less than three years, or who has
18 wilfully neglected to provide proper care and mainte-
-19 nance for the child for six months preceding the time
20 of filing the petition. And such consent of said
21 directors in writing, in either or any of the cases
22 aforesaid, shall have the same legal effect as the
23 written consent of the parents of such child, or of
24 the. survivor of them, would have had under said act,
25 if living and so consenting. And any decree of
26 adoption made by such probate court upon such con-
-27 sent of the directors, shall have the same effect to all
28 intents and purposes as if the same had been made con-
-29 formably to the provisions of said act, with the writ-
-30 ten consent of the parents or surviving parent of such
31 child; saving however to such parents or parent, who
32 had not surrendered it to the institution as aforesaid,
33 and who had not, before the hearing upon such peti-
-34 tion, actual notice thereof, the right at any time
35 within one year after actual notice of such adoption,
36 to apply to the supreme judicial court for the reversal
37 of the decree of adoption, if upon a hearing, after
38 due notice to the parties interested, the said court
39 shall be satisfied that any material allegation in the
40 petition was untrue, and that in its discretion the
41 decree ought to be reversed.

1 Sect. 6. The directors shall have authority to
2 establish any rules and by-laws for their action by
3 committees in the premises, or otherwise, and for regu-
-4 lating the proceedings of the board, and for the man-
-5 agement of the concerns of said institution, not
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•6 repugnant to the laws of the Commonwealth or the
7 by-laws and orders of said institution.

1 Sect. 7. Said corporation may, for the purposes
2 aforesaid, hold real and personal estate not exceeding
3 one hundred thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 8. Any one of the persons named in the
2 first section of this act is hereby authorized to call
3 the first meeting of the corporation.


