
HOUSE No. 103.

House op Representatives, February 25,1868.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition of the town of Dorchester to provide a commission to
manage the cemetery of the town, report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

JOHN Q. ADAMS.

Commomucfiltl] of iltassadjiisette.



2 [Feb.TOWN OF DORCHESTER.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Eight.

AN ACT
Relating to a Public Cemetery in the Town of Dorchester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same as follows :

1 Sect. 1 . The town of Dorchester is hereby author-
-2 ized to elect by ballot, at a town meeting duly called,
3 a board of five commissioners, who shall have the
4 sole care, superintendence and management of the
5 cemetery situated in said town between Adams Street
6 and Neponset River, one member of which board
7 shall be elected for the term of five years, one for
8 four years, one for three years, one for two years, and
9 one for one year; said terms to expire with the end

10 of the municipal or official year. Said board may be
11 organized by the choice of a chairman and clerk from
12 their number, and a major part of the board shall be
13 a quorum for the exercise of the powers of said
14 office. In case of a vacancy occurring in the board,
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15 by death, non-acceptance, disability, resignation or
16 removal, during any municipal or official year, the
17 remaining members shall notify the board of select-
-18 men of Dorchester, in writing, thereof, and of the
19 time and place appointed for a meeting of the two
20 boards for the purpose of filling such vacancy, at
21 least two weeks before the time appointed for said
22 meeting; and, in pursuance of such notice, said two
23 boards shall proceed to fill such vacancy until the end
24 of the then current or official year, by electing upon
25 joint ballot, a suitable person thereto; and at each
26 successive annual election of town officers after the
27 year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, said town shall
28 elect by ballot a suitable person or persons to serve
29 on said board for the remainder of any unexpired
30 term or terms, and for such full term of five years as
31 shall expire before the next annual election;

1 Sect. 2. Said board of commissioners shall set
2 apart a portion of said cemetery as a public burial-
-3 place for the use of the inhabitants of the town of
4 Dorchester, free of charge therefor; and they may
5 lay out said cemetery in suitable lots or other sub-
-6 divisions, with necessary paths and avenues; may
7 plant, embellish and ornament the same ; may inclose
8 and divide the same with proper fences, and erect
9 such suitable edifices, appendages and conveniences

10 as they shall from time to time deem convenient; and
11 may make all such by-laws, rules and regulations in
12 the execution of their trust, not inconsistent with the
13 laws of the Commonwealth, as they may deem
14 expedient.



[Peb.4 TOWN OP DORCHESTER.

1 Sect. 3. Said board of commissioners shall have
2 authority to grant and convey to any person, by deed
3 executed in such manner and form as they may pre-
-4 scribe, the sole and exclusive right of burial, and of
5 erecting tombs, cenotaphs and other monuments, upon
6 such terms and conditions as they shall by rules and
7 regulations prescribe.

1 Sect. 4. The proceeds of sales of lots or rights
2 of burial in said cemetery shall be paid into the town
3 treasury of Dorchester, be kept separate from its
4 other funds, and be devoted to the improvement and
5 embellishment of the cemetery as aforesaid, subject
6 to the order of th 6 board of commissioners.

1 Sect. 5. Said commissioners are authorized to
2 take and hold any appropriation, grant, donation or
8 bequest upon trust, to apply the same, or the income
4 thereof, for the improvement or embellishment of
5 said cemetery, or for the erection, repair, preservation
6 or renewal of any monument, fence or other erection
7 therein, or for the care, improvement or embellish-
-8 ment of any lot, or its appurtenances, in any manner
9 or form consistent with the purposes for which said

10 cemetery is established, according to the terms of such
11 appropriation, grant, donation or bequest; and may,
12 by an agreement or obligation, bind themselves and
13 their successors so to apply the same.

1 Sect. 6. Any sums of money so received by said
2 commissioners, shall be invested by the town treasurer
3 of Dorchester, under the direction of said commis-
-4 sioners, and all the same, and all property so received,
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5 shall ever be kept separate from any other moneys or
6 property belonging to said town, and the income of
7 the same shall be received by its treasurer, be subject
8 to the order of said commissioners, and be appro-
-9 priated by them in such a manner as shall, in their

10 opinion, best promote the purposes for which such
11 appropriation, grant, donation or bequest is made;
12 and the town shall be responsible for the good faith
13 of its treasurer and of said commissioners.

1 Sect. 7. Said commissioners shall not incur debts
2 or liabilities for purposes other than as aforesaid, nor
3 to an amount exceeding the amount of the funds sub-
-4 jectto their order as aforesaid; and they shall annually,
5 in the month of February, make- and render a report
6 in writing of all their acts and doings, of the condi-
-7 tion of said cemetery, an account of then: receipts
8 and expenditures for the same, and of the funds
9 subject to their order.

1 Sect. 8. The lands purchased and set apart, and
2 the lands which may be hereafter purchased and set
3 apart by the town of Dorchester for the purpose of
4 said cemetery, shall be exempt from all public taxes
5 so long as the same shall be dedicated for such
6 purpose.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall be void unless accepted by
2 a vote of said town, at a meeting duly called, within
3 four months from its passage.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon ita
2 passage.




