
HOUSE No. 236.

Executive Department;, Boston, /

April 17, 1868. f
To the House of Representatives.

In compliance with the request of the legislature, I forwarded
to the Secretary of State of the United States a copy of the
memorial of Richard Nugent relative to William C. Nugent,
an adopted citizen of the United States and of this Common-
wealth, and asked the prompt attention of that officer to the
case as set forth in the Resolve.

I have received from the honorable William H. Seward,
Secretary of State, a reply to my communication, and a copy
of the correspondence is hereto annexed.

It will be perceived that before any action of the legislature
in relation to this subject, upon representations made to the
department, the Secretary of State and the Minister of the
United States at London had taken most prompt and honorable
measures to procure the release of Nugent, and these efforts
appear to have been attended with such success that the person
named has been released and is on his way to the United
States.

ALEXANDER H. BULLOCK

Commonroealtt) of iUassacljuoctto.



2 [Apr-MESSAGE.

Executive Department, Boston,
April 10, 1868,

The Honorable William H. Seward, Secretary of State,
Washington.

Sm:—l have the honor herewith to forward to you- a Resolve
of the legislature of this Commonwealth, relative to the case of
William C. Nugent, together with a copy of the memorial of
Richard Nugent, upon which the action of the legislature is
predicated.

It appears from tiie memorial that this young man has been
confined in prison in Dublin, since the early days of June last,
upon the charge of being a “ Fenian.” It is the belief of his
father, the memorialist, that the son is innocent of any crime
which warrants his arrest and detention; and the legislature,
by their Resolve, request me to ask your speedy consideration
of the subject, to the end that such official action may be had
thereon as may to you seem appropriate.

I beg earnestly to commend the matter to your attention.

I am, with considerations of high regard,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ALEXANDER H. BULLOCK,
Governor of Massachusetts.

(tfommoiuDcoltl) of ittassacljusctts.
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Departsient of State, Washington, \

April 15, 1868. J

To His Excellency Governor Bullock, Boston, Massachusetts

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the 10th instant. It is accompanied by a
Resolve of the legislature of Massachusetts and other papers
relating to the case of William C. Nugent, who was in June
last, arrested and detained in custody in Ireland, under charge
of sedition or insurrection.

I have the honor to state to your Excellency for the informa-
tion of the legislature of Massachusetts, that upon representa-
tions in behalf of Mr. Nugent heretofore received, the United
States Minister at London and the United States Consul at
Dublin were early instructed by this department to give their
attention to the case of Mr. Nugent, with a view to procure
either his speedy trial or his release. In consequence, as it is
presumed, of those instructions, Her Majesty’s Government, on
the 26th of March last, ordered Mr. Nugent to be discharged
from custody, on his complying with certain conditions, which
it is understood, he accepted.

It was one of those conditions that Mr. Nugent should leave
the British realm immediately. He was, however, unable to
pay the expenses of a voyage to the United States. That fact
became known to this department on the 7th of April, instant.
Thereupon directions were given by telegraph to the United
States Consul to pay the expenses of Mr. Nugent’s voyage to
the United States. It is presumed, therefore, that Mr. Nugent
is now at liberty, and is on his return to his home in the
United States.

(Signed,) WILLIAM H. SEWARD

I have the honor to be, with great respect,
Your Excellency’s obedient servant,




