
HOUSE.... No. 305.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts.

The petition of the undersigned respectfully shows that the
11 Museum of Comparative Zoology ” at Cambridge, was estab-
lished by the legislature in the year 1859, as one of the public
institutions of education in this Commonwealth, and placed in a
large degree under the special superintendence of the chief offi-
cers of State ; that its main object is to provide and maintain an
institution for the study of one of the great branches of natural
science, which shall always be free and open to the public ;

that in carrying out this design a building was erected in the
years 1859 and 1860 by the voluntary contributions of individ-
uals, at a cost of above seventy thousand dollars, which was
adequate to contain and display the collections in natural his-
tory at that time and until recently in the possession of the
Museum; that within the past three years these collections
have been greatly increased, mainly through the munificence
of a citizen of Boston, by which the distinguished director of
the Museum, Professor Agassiz, was enabled to visit Brazil with
a corps of assistants, which under the patronage and with the
aid of the Emperor of Brazil, succeeded in gathering very
extensive and valuable collections in natural history, comprising
objects never heretofore embraced in any museum ; that these
collections were transported to this country free of charge, in
the public vessels of the navy, by direction of the President of
the United States; that in consequence of this large accession
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of specimens and of those received by exchange and otherwise
from other sources, the trustees of the Museum have become
possessed of collections in natural history, which in some
departments are more complete than those of any similar insti-
tution in this country or Europe.

Your petitioners further show that the present building is
wholly inadequate in size for the due arrangement, classification
and display of these collections, and for their proper care and
preservation as well as for their examination and study ; that
very many of them are contained in barrels stored in the cellar
of the building, where they are inaccessible and useless for the
great purposes of instruction, and that to carry forward the
objects for which the Museum was .established, it is absolutely
necessary that the building should be greatly enlarged; that
the cost of such enlargement will exceed the amount which can
be raised by gifts from individuals, but that it can no doubt be
accomplished, if the Commonwealth will contribute its aid to
that which can be obtained from private sources.

Wherefore your petitioners pray that an appropriation may
be made from the treasury of the Commonwealth of a sum of
money, provided a like sum shall be raised by private subscrip-
tions, the amount of which sums shall be sufficient to erect and
complete the necessary additions to the present structure, and
enable the trustees of the Museum and its eminent and disin-
terested director to arrange for the great purposes of free public
teaching, the extraordinary resources of the institution.

And as in duty bound will ever pray.
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