
HOUSE... No. 9.

Washingtonian Home Jan. 22, 1869.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court convened.

The Directors of the Washingtonian Home, in the city of
Boston, have the honor to present their Tenth Annual Report
to the general court in compliance with the following Act
approved by that body May 10, 1868:

“ The Directors shall report to the legislature in the month
of January next, a detailed account of the amount contributed
by individuals; the total income, and expenses of the institu-
tion ; the number of patients admitted; the average time each
remains ; the average cost per week of each ; the number that
pay or contribute towards the expenses of the institution; the
amount each pays per week, and the result of their treatment,
so far as can be ascertained.”

Total income for the year ending Oct. 1, 1868, . $14,505 95
Total expenses “ “ “

. 12,621 81
Paid balance due Treasurer, Oct. 1, 1867, . . 1,691 15
Balance on hand, Oct. 1, 1868, . . .

_

. 192 99
Whole number of patients admitted, . . 832
Average time each remains, ... 27 days
Average cost per week of each, . . . $9 27
Number paying towards the expenses,. . 168
Average each pay per week, . . .$7 GO
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The patients treated during the year at the Home, being resi-
dents of different and distant localities, and following every
variety of business pursuits, it cannot be expected that more
than a partial approximation to the permanent results of their
treatment can be arrived at. After leaving the institution,
clothed and in their right mind, with renewed health and vigor,
and new-born ambition to promptly and industriously apply
themselves to their several occupations, they are soon swallowed
up in the great vortex of our population, and their identity is
measurably lost sight of, outside of the circles in which they
move.

It is known, however, that at least one-third of the graduates
of 1868 have remained true and faithful to their temperance
obligations, and are now actively employed at their trades or
professions, and give every indication of being permanently
fixed in habits of sobriety and industry—in short are trans-
formed from idleness, pests and burdens to society, into pro-
ducers of wealth, and order-loving and law-abiding citizens.

But a small proportion are known to have broken their
pledge, and in most of these cases the excess has been less, the
duration shorter, and the sober intervals longer than on former
occasions of indulgence.

As a rule, patients from the country, on leaving the institu-
tion, return to their homes and are seldom heard from after-
wards. As in case of relapse it would be natural for such an
one to again seek relief at the Home, or that we should in some
way or other hear of his fall, it is at least presumable that a
majority of such graduates as are not heard from are perma-
nently reformed.

Our Sunday evening meetings in the chapel are invariably
crowded to excess, and on every occasion the speakers and a
very large majority of the male part of the audience, are grad-
uates of the Home ; and in addition we furnish able and expe-
rienced speakers to other temperance meetings, in city and
country.

•A majority of those known to be still faithful, were, when
admitted to the Home, out of employment, and in a state of
complete destitution, without homes, money, or credit, and
whose friends, if they had any, were either unwilling or unable
to assist them to rise. Without the kindly and timely refuge
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of the Home, they must inevitably have sunk lower and lower
still until death had relieved them from their misery or the
doors of our pauper or criminal institutions had opened to
receive them. Such a picture of their probable and almost
positive fate, contrasted with their healthful hopeful and pros-
perous condition to-day, well-fed, well-housed, well-dressed and
well-behaved, is a part of the evidence we have to offer in
demonstrating the beneficial results of the labors of the Wash-
ingtonian Home.

When the magnitude of the evil we have to cope with, and
the vast number of suffering subjects that need our aid are
fully understood, it must be admitted that our means and
accommodations are much too limited to meet the required
wants of the community.

Thousands of agencies to lure and push our young men to
ruin, and only one to give them succor, shelter and safety.
With a more commodious establishment, better suited and
adapted to the object in view than we now possess, a larger and
higher class of patients (if there be any distinction in a habit
that morally levels all distinctions,) can be reached and saved.
There are scores of wealthy merchants, bankers, and other
business men, whose sons, brothers or clerks are going the
downward road, who would cheerfully pay liberally for a trial
of our treatment, if we could afford such accommodations in
rooms, board, attendance, &c., as they have been accustomed
to, but which our humble institution cannot now supply. The
profits that would accrue from the liberal payments from such
a class would go far to pay the expenses of the poor and help-
less, and thus lessen the pro rata cost to the institution in
proportion as its means of accommodation are increased and
extended.

For farther details relating to the receipts, expenditures and
results of management of the Home, we respectfully refer to
the accompanying printed Reports of the Superintendent and
Treasurer.

In behalf of the Board of Directors,
OTIS CLAPP, President.




