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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled.

The undersigned, State Directors of the Boston and Albany
Railroad Company, in obedience to the requirements of the
Resolve, approved May 25th, 1866, herewith make their
Annual

The first year in the history of the Boston and Albany Rail-
road has been marked by a gratifying activity in all its varied
departments, and has demonstrated the wisdom of that policy
which resulted in a consolidated line from the seaboard of Mas-
sachusetts to the Hudson River.

The timely and amicable adjustments by the corporations, of
the terms upon which the proprietors of the Western and the
Boston and Worcester roads should be united, has enabled the
officers of the new corporation to enter upon their present
duties unembarrassed by vexatious questions of the past, and
in our judgment, has contributed largely to the harmony and
efficiency of the doings of the past year.

The systems of business under which the respective roads
were managed prior to the consolidation, have been entirely
harmonized, and it is believed that the public are already made
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sensible of the advantages resulting from a unity of interests
and responsibility in this important line.

In our last report, we had the honor to say, that plans were
being matured for the enlargement and increase of freight ac-
commodation, and for more ready access to deep water in Bos-
ton, the need of which was apparent; but its accomplishment
was surrounded by many difficulties.

The management lias, however, constantly kept in mind the
necessity of providing additional facilities to meet the still in-
creasing demands of the business. With a view thereto, large
purchases of land have been made in the city of Boston and at
other points on the road ; and a project is at present engaging
the attention of the Board of Directors, which contemplates ex-
tensive purchases of lands for the prospective uses of the road
in the city of Boston ; for the full development of which legis-
lative facilities may become necessary.

During the past year the second track has been entirely com-
pleted, the rolling stock has been largely increased, and the
grain traffic has received a new impulse by the erection at
Boston of an elevator of the capacity of about one-quarter of
a million of bushels.

In pursuance of an Act of the legislature passed in the year
18G6, the corporation has been during the year engaged in ex-
tensive alterations and improvements in the town of Pittsfield.
A new and spacious depot, to be occupied jointly by the Boston
and Albany and Housatonic Railroads, is now in process of
erection, near the point where West Street formerly crossed the
tracks of this corporation, and West Street has been moved to
the west, passing under the tracks of this and the Housatonic
road. The entire work will be completed early in the coming
summer, and it is believed that the travelling public, as well as
the people of Pittsfield, will be greatly accommodated by the
change.

In obedience to what appears to be the unmistakable current
of public opinion in Worcester, supported by a petition signed
by a large number of the most influential citizens, the Directors
of this corporation have taken the initiative towards securing a
joint depot at this most important point, by publishing our
intention to ask legislative authority for the discontinuance of
Foster Street Station. The public convenience certainly
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demands the active co-operation of the different roads center-
ing here, to the accomplishment of this great improvement.
At the last special trip of inspection by the Board of Directors,
(in November,) great activity was apparent throughout the
entire line and branches, including the Hudson and Boston, the
Pittsfield and North Adams, and the Grand Junction ; the
latter road being now in running order to East Boston, and in
readiness to be availed of by the roads connected therewith.

For full details, showing the business of the road during the
past year, and the results of its operations, we beg to refer to
the report of the full Board, made to the legislature in accord-
ance with the requirements of the statutes.

GEO. A. SHAW,
AYERY PLUMER.
TEOS. F. PLUNKETT.
WILLIAM MIXTER.
JONA. D. WHEELER.

Boston, January 1, 1869.




