
HOUSE....No. 96.

House op Representatives, March 2,1869.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the
Report of the Board of Education, have considered the same
in part, and respectfully

The Bridgewater State Normal School lias been in successful
operation for twenty-eight years, during which period it has
received 1,659 students, of whom 1,027 have been graduated,
and have received their diplomas. Nine-tenths of the graduates
for the last eight years have become teachers, nearly all of them
in the public schools. The demand for graduates of the State
Normal Schools as teachers in the public schools of Massachu-
setts, has for several years exceeded the supply. It is evident,
therefore, that any diminution of the supply of trained teachers
would operate to the disadvantage of the schoois of the State.

It appears from satisfactory evidence presented to the Com-
mittee, that the State Normal Schools at Bridgewater and
Framingham, are not only in peril of having their sphere of
usefulness largely circumscribed by the want of suitable board-
ing accommodations for “the students, but that they are at pres-
ent actually limited in their operations by this need. While
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school committees are continually calling for Normal teachers,
neither of these schools is working up to the full extent of its
capacity, because it is impossible to obtain places to board
within a reasonable distance from the institutions.

This unfortunate deficiency is not justly chargeable to the
inhabitants of Bridgewater and Framingham. The Committee
believe that the people of these towns have done all that could
be reasonably expected of them ; and they do not think that
any other towns in the State offering equal inducements for
the location of Normal Schools, could do more or better than
they have done. The students of these institutions are sup-
posed to have chosen teaching as the profession of their lives,
and they are not, therefore, to be regarded as largely endowed
with worldly wealth. They cannot pay great prices for board,
and are not, therefore, desirable boarders, so far as the question
of mere dollars and cents is concerned.

Good board is as essential to effective study as to any other
employment, and besides the exclusion of many students from
the Normal Schools by this need, those who do attend are sub-
jected to great inconveniences and even hardships, by the lack
of proper accommodation. The young ladies at Framingham
are compelled to resort to expedients in obtaining food and
lodging, which are injurious to the health and crippling to the
energies required for the proper prosecution of their studies.
Of the one hundred and nine students of the Bridgewater
School during the last ierm, twenty-five boarded at home, some
of them being compelled to do so, because no accommodations
could be obtained near the school; forty-seven boarded in
families, thereby entirely exhausting the boarding capacity of
the place ; and thirty-seven were obliged to board themselves,
which means that they were compelled to hire rooms and cook
their food without proper facilities for such work, or subsist
upon such fare as can be purchased at an ordinary country store.

Both of these institutions have school accommodations and
corps of teachers sufficient for a number considerably larger
than now avail themselves of their advantages, and who would
attend if they could obtain board. The economical use of the
resources already provided by the State for recruiting its force
of teachers seems to demand that the needed relief should be
promptly afforded.
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The plan embodied in the accompanying Resolve seems to
the Committee the *most practicable one, since it does not
require an appropriation from the already overtasked treasury
of the Commonwealth. It simply proposes to invest a small
portion of the school fund where it will be amply secured, and
where it will always be within the control of the commissioners.

This plan is not an untried experiment, the State of New
Jersey having already applied it to the Normal School at Tren-
ton. Professor Hart, the principal says: “ The boarding
arrangement has been eminently successful. A charge of one
dollar a week pays for fuel and house rent, that Is, interest on
the outlay for buildings, furniture and wear and tear ; and
|2.so.covers all other expenses. We have doubled the attend-
ance upon our school, and more than doubled its efficiency by
this boarding arrangement.”

The Committee, therefore, respectfully report the accompany-
ing Resolve.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM T. ADAMS.
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RESOLVE

Relating to the establishment of Boarding-Houses for the State
Normal Schools at Bridgewater and Framingham.

Resolved, That the commissioners of the Massachusetts
school fund be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed,
with the approval of the governor and council, to loan from
said fund to the board of education a sum not exceeding fifteen
thousand dollars in trust, to be expended by said board in
erecting or otherwise providing and furnishing a boarding-
house for the accommodation of the pupils of the Bridgewater
state normal school; also a further sum not exceeding fifteen
thousand dollars, to be expended for the same purpose, and in
like manner, by said board of education at the Framingham
state normal school.

Said board of education shall collect from the occupants of
the houses so provided, in addition to other charges, a sum suf-
ficient to cover the interest, at six per cent, per annum, on the
cost of the said buildings and furniture, and a reasonable in-
surance on the same, and shall pay over said interest money to
the commissioners of the Massachusetts school fund semi-
annually.

If said board of education shall fail to pay the interest of
said sums, as aforesaid, then the commissioners shall have the
power, and, with the approval of the governor and council,
shall sell said boarding-houses, or either of them, with the ap-
purtenances thereto belonging, and the furniture therein, and
invest the proceeds of the same as provided by law.

(Eommomuealtl) of ittassacljitsctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine.


