
HOUSE .... No. 336.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
Two,

AN ACT
Regulating the Sale of Spirituous and other Liquors

in certain Cities and Towns.

[See House No. 295.]

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Once every two years, at the annual
2 meetings for the election of municipal officers, it
3 shall be competent for the legal voters of any city
4 or town in favor of a license law to vote license;
5 and if a majority of such voters shall vote in
6 favor of license, unadulterated spirituous and malt
7 liquors, wines and cider may be sold in such city
8 or town, under the following provisions of law.
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1 Sect. 2. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, may appoint three disinter-
-3 ested persons in each of such cities or towns, and
4 fix their compensation, who shall be termed a
5 board of license, and wdio shall be authorized to
6 license one person for every thousand inhabitants
7 under the provisions of this act. Such persons so
8 licensed shall be men of good repute, who shall
9 give bonds to the satisfaction of the board, in sums

10 varying from five hundred to ten thousand dollars,
11 according to locality and business, for the faithful
12 performance of their duties under this act, and to
13 pay all damages that may arise from either selling
11 or giving away liquor.

1 Sect. 3. Such persons so licensed shall be
2 authorized to sell unadulterated spirituous and
3 malt liquors, wines and cider, in quantities not less
1 than one-half pint, the same to be delivered and
5 carried away from the premises. And no liquors,
6 wines or cider shall under any circumstances be
7 sold to be drank upon such pi'emises, or be fur-
-8 nished to be drank there under any subterfuge, or

9 be sold to minors or to persons intoxicated or in
10 the habit of becoming intoxicated.

1 Sect. 1. Said board may also license for every
2 one thousand inhabitants, one hotel for the accom-
-3 modation of the travelling public, which shall be

4 known as such, furnishing food and lodging for
5 such public, and capable of accommodating, in a
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6 city not less than fifty guests, and in a town not
7 less than twenty-five guests, to sell unadulterated
8 liquors, wines and cider for the use of such guests;
9 but such hotels shall not in any case keep or pro-

-10 vide an open bar, or any bar or room whatever for
11 the sale of liquors by the glass or otherwise to
12 any one.

1 Sect. 5. Persons so licensed as aforesaid shall
2 pay a license fee of not less than one hundred and
8 not more than twenty-five hundred dollars, at the
4 judgment of the board.

1 Sect. 6. ISTo other persons in any such city or
2 town shall sell any spirituous or malt liquors or
3 wines, except such druggists as may be appointed
4 city or town agents, who shall sell only for medic-
-5 inal purposes, and who shall in all cases purchase
6 their liquors of the state commissioner.

1 Sect. 7. Any person so licensed who shall sell
2 adulterated liquors or wines, or who, being a cora-
-3 mon seller, shall sell or furnish to be drank upon
4 the premises, or who, being a hotel-keeper, shall
5 keep any room of common resort where liquors
6 may be sold or provided by the glass, or who shall
7 .suffer young men and boys to frequent his house,
8 or furnish them with intoxicating drinks of any
9 kind, shall forthwith forfeit his license, and shall

10 be liable to a penalty of not less than fifty nor

11 more than five hundred dollars, to be recovered by
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12 complaint before any court of competent jurisdic-
-13 tion and paid, one-half to the complainant and
14 one-half to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 8. All license fees, after paying the com-
-2 pensation and expenses of the board of license,
3 which shall be audited and approved by the gov-
-4 ernor and council, shall be paid into the treasury
5 of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 9. The authorities of such city or town
2 shall be authorized summarily to close and abate
3 as public nuisances all drinking saloons and places,
4 and all places where liquors or intoxicating drinks
5 may be sold, or olfered for sale, or traded, or given
6 away, that are not licensed under this act, and the
7 state constabulary may be called in to seize, take
8 possession of, confiscate and turn over to the state
9 commissioner, to be distilled into alcohol, all liquors

10 found by said authorities exposed or kept for sale
11 in unlicensed places.

1 Sect. 10. If any parties are found in such
2 city or town keeping for sale, or selling, any spirit-
-3 nous or malt liquors, wines or cider without license
4 under this act, the state constable or either of his
5 deputies shall, and any other person may make
0 complaint before any court of competent jurisdic-
-7 tion against such city or town for allowing the
8 same to be done, and such city or town shall be
9 subject to a fine of not less than fifty nor more
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10 than five hundred dollars, to be paid, one-half to the
11 complainant and one-half to the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 11. Said board may license restaurants
2 in such city or town at their discretion, not how-
-3 ever exceeding one to every five hundred inhabi-
-4 tants, for the sale of pure lager-bier, and pure light
5 wines and cider by the glass to their customers,
6 for which license they shall pay a fee of not less
7 than fifty, and not more than five hundred dollars,
8 according to location and business.

1 Sect. 12. In case any disorderly conduct, dis-
-2 turbance of the peace or act of intoxication shall
3 occur at any of such restaurants, or by reason of
4 anything there sold or drank, or in case there shall
5 be sold, offered for sale, or provided at any such
6 restaurant any adulterated lager-bier or wines, or
7 beers or wines reinforced with spirituous liquors,
8 or any spirituous liquors of any kind, its license
9 shall be forfeited, and the keepers thereof shall be

10 liable to a fine of not less than fifty nor more than
11 one hundred dollars, and if the authorities of such
12 city or town shall suffer such restaurant to con-
-13 tinue in business after any breach of the provis-
-14 ions of this act, such city or town shall be liable to
15 a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two
16 hundred dollars, to be recovered by complaint be-
-17 fore any competent tribunal, and paid, one-half to
18 the complainant and one-half to the Common-
-19 wealth.
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1 Sect. 13. In all other cities or towns of this
2 Commonwealth, druggists and apothecaries selling
3 spirituous or other liquors shall be appointed city
4 or town agents, and shall in all cases purchase
5 their liquors of the state commissioner. And
6 any druggist or apothecary who shall keep or sell
7 adulterated liquors or wines, or shall allow any to
8 be drank upon the premises shall forfeit all right
9 to sell and shall be punishable by a fine of one

10 hundred dollars for each otfence.

1 Sect. 14. For the purposes of this act the
2 salary of the state assayer shall be continued,
3 and he shall assay liquors brought to him from any
4 licensed dealer or druggist, and his certificate shall
5 be privna facie evidence regarding the quality of
6 the liquor so furnished to and assayed by him.

1 Sect. 15. In any city or town where no licenses
2 are granted, the authorities thereof shall see
3 that the law is properly enforced therein, and if
4 any place be found therein where, after seven
5 days’ notice to such authorities, any intoxicating
G liquors are kept or exposed for sale, or sold or

7 traded or given away, such city or town shall be

8 liable to a fine of not less than fifty nor more than

9 five hundred dollars, to be recovered before any
10 competent tribunal, upon complaint, and paid, one-

-11 half to the complainant and one-half to the Com-
-12 monwealth.
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