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House of Representatives, February 25, 1874.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the
petition of John I. Monroe, contestant for the seat now occu-
pied by John Cummings, from the 22d Middlesex District,
asking that the votes of said district be re-counted, have duly
considered the same and report that the petitioner have leave
to withdraw.

THOMAS M. JUDD.
SAME. P. BILLINGS.
JAMES D. HURLBUT.
JAMES L. MERRITT.
E. H. SEYMOUR.
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2 Feb.CONTESTED ELECTION.

The undersigned members of the Committee on Elections,
to whom was referred the petition of John I. Monroe, con-
testant for the seat now occupied by John Cummings, of the
Twenty-Second Middlesex District, would respectfully ask
permission to present to the House their reasons for dissent-
ing from the report of the Committee.

At the hearing before them, it appeared that at the election
in Woburn, in November last, held for the choice of state
officers, a town meeting was held for the transaction of town
business, at the same time and place.

That there was great confusion and disturbance during said
meetings, growing out of an angry and uproarious contest
over a proposed revision of the jury-list.

That there were present at least one thousand citizens
engaged in this fierce contest during the entire time the bal-
lots for representatives were being counted.

That in this contention over the proposed revision of the
jury-list, the house was polled several times, and twice by the
same check-list used in the election of state officers.

That six hundred and ninety-five of the ballots cast for rep-
resentatives were counted by Mr. E. E. Thompson, clerk of
the board of selectmen, and that no one else verified his count.

That while Mr. Thompson was counting these ballots, the
people were vehemently debating a proposition to strike from
the jury-list the name of this very Mr. Thompson.

That motions, resolves and amendments were offered so
frequently and irregularly, and the meeting became so bois-
terous that the experienced moderator lost all control of it,
and amid utter confusion declared it dissolved, and left the
hall without any vote authorizing such dissolution.

That notwithstanding this long discussion ofthe jury-list and
the many votes regarding it, no list was adopted, revised or

accepted.
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That Mr. Monroe was the candidate of the liberal republi-
cans and democrats, and that ticket received a majority of
ninety-four votes in a total vote of one thousand thirty-three.

That the vote as declared was, for Mr. Cummings five
hundred twenty-four, and for Mr. Monroe five hundred and
eight.

We are of the opinion that no person situated as Mr.
Thompson was, viz., being clerk of the board of selectmen
and one of the prominent pai'ties engaged in making up the
jury-list, having allowed his name to be presented on the list
for approval, and hearing the uproarious contest over the
proposition to strike his name, with others, from the list,
could have counted the ballots during this fierce contest cor-
rectly.

We would therefore recommend that the petition be recom-
mitted with instructions to recount the votes as prayed for.

DENNIS BONNER.
N. E. HOLLIS.




