
HOUSE No. 402.

[Proposed as a substitute for Senate Bill, by Mr. Fiske, of Needham.]
3T

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy'-Four.

AN ACT
To enable the Governor of the Commonwealth to

preserve the Public Peace and enforce the Laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled ,

and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. There shall be appointed by the gov-
-2 ernor, with the consent of the council, an officer
3 to be entitled the constable of the Commonwealth,
4 who shall be commissioned to hold office for three
5 years, unless sooner removed.

1 Sect. 2. The said constable shall have and
2 exercise all the common law and statutory powers
3 of constables, except the service of civil process.
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1 Sect. 3. The said constable shall at all times
2 be subject to the orders of the governor. It shall
3 be his special duty to ascertain and report to the
4 governor, at least once every month, as to the
5 manner in which the criminal laws of the Com-
-6 monwealth are enforced.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the governor
2 whenever, in his judgment, the criminal laws of
3 the Commonwealth are not properly enforced in
4 any city or town thereof, to assume the command
5 of the whole or any part of the municipal police
6 or constabulary force of such place, and they shall
7 be placed under the control of the constable of the
8 Commonwealth, for the enforcement of the crim-
-9 inal laws and the preservation of the public peace.

10 While thus serving they shall have and exercise
11 all the common law and statutory powers of con-

-12 stables, except the service of civil process.

1 Sect. 5. Any officer rendering assistance to
2 the constable of the Commonwealth in accordance
3 with the provisions of this act shall, if a member
4 of the police force of any city or town, receive
5 out of the treasury of the Commonwealth the
6 same pay for his services that he was receiving
7 from such city or town. If a constable, not con-

-8 nected with any police force, he shall receive for
9 every day of actual service three dollars.

1 Sect. 6. The governor shall have power to
2 remove from the force of which he is a member
3 any police officer, and to annul the appointment of
4 any constable who, in his judgment, disobeys the
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5 orders of the constable of the Commonwealth
6 while under his control as herein before provided,
7 or who neglects or refuses to perform the duties
8 to which he may be assigned, and such officer
9 shall, for one year thereafter, be disqualified for
10 the service of any civil or criminal process in the
11 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 7. The constable of the Commonwealth
2 shall be paid out of the treasury of the Common-
-3 wealth an annual salary of three thousand dollars,
4 in equal quarterly payments.

1 Sect. 8. Chapter three hundred and ninety-
-2 four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 seventy-one, is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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