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House of Representatives, June 2, 1874.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Senate Rill relating to the more speedy and convenient
administration of justice in certain counties, report that the
same ought to pass in a new draft, herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

GEO. D. ROBINSON.

CommoniDcaltl) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT

To promote the more Speedy and Convenient Ad-
ministration of Justice in the Counties of Berkshire,
Franklin, Hampshire and Hampden, and for other
purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. For the hearing of probate appeals in
2 the counties of Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire
3 and Hampden, and of all matters pending in said
4 counties in equity and otherwise which maybe heard
5 and determined at chambers, one of the justices of
6 the supreme judicial court shall attend at the court
7 house in Springfield on the first Monday of Febru-
-8 ary, June, August and December, and from day to

9 day thereafter as the state of business may require,
10 and the said justice may by rescript certify to the
11 respective clerks of the courts for said counties,
12 any orders or decrees made by him in said matters,
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13 which when received and entered upon the proper
14 docket shall have the same effect as if made at an
15 established term of the court for said county.

1 Sect. 2. At any time after the rule day at
2 which any probate appeal may be entered in said
3 court for either of said counties, the said appeal
4 shall be deemed ready for a hearing and may be
5 heard before the justice holding session at Spring-
-6 field as above provided, unless there shall be an
7 order for a jury.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever in any equity suit or pro-
-2 bate appeal pending in any county in this Com-
-3 monwealth, an issue shall arise properly triable by
4 a jury, and the regular term for such trial shall not
5 fall within three months from the making up of such
6 issue, it shall be competent for any justice of the
7 supreme judicial court, in term or at chambers, to
8 order the clerk of said court for the county where
9 the cause is pending, to summon a jury in the or-

-10 dinary manner to try any issue which may be em-
it braced in said order, and the procedure at said
12 trial shall be in all respects the same as if had at a
13 regular term of said court, and the record thereof
14 shall be of the same force and effect as any other
15 record of the court.

1 Sect. 4. The justices of the supreme judicial
2 court may from time to time make such rules as
3 may be deemed by them necessary for the more
4 speedy and convenient hearing or trial of any
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5 matter cognizable by said court or any justice
6 thereof under the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 5. This act 3hall take effect upon its
2 passage.


