
HOUSE .... No. 450.

[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Hale, of Boston.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

RESOLVE

For obtaining Information with reference to the Expediency
of a Change in the Laws regulating the distribution of
Intestate Estates.

Resolved, That the registers of the several probate courts
in this Commonwealth make a special return to the secretary
of the Commonwealth, of the number of wills proved, and
also of the number of letters of administration granted, in the
respective courts, during the year ending on the thirtieth day
of September next; and that each of the judges of said courts
be, and he hereby is, requested to transmit to the secretary
of the Commonwealth, at the same time, his opinion, in
writing, whether any, and if any, what changes are expedient
in the existing provisions of law regulating the distribution
of the estates of persons dying intestate, pointing out such
changes, if any, as he may deem expedient, particularly with
reference to the case of the estates of such persons leaving
no issue.
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Resolved, That as soon as may be after the passage of this
resolve, the secretary of the Commonwealth shall transmit a
copy thereof to each of the judges and registers of the pro-
bate courts; and shall again transmit copies to the same
officers on or about the fifteenth day of October; and that
the said secretary shall cause such communications as he may
receive from the several judges and registers prior to the first
day of December, to be printed as a document of the public
series, to be laid before the next general court; and that a
sufficient number of copies be printed to allow the secretary
to transmit one to each member of the present legislature, in
addition to the distribution of such documents now prescribed
by law.


