
HOUSE JNo. 37.

House of Representatives, January 31, 1877.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the petition of citizens of West Stockbridge for authority to
discontinue the old Village Burying-Ground, and to take the
same for school purposes, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY W. FULLER.

(ftommomoealtl) of itlassatljusctts.
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AN ACT
To authorize the discontinuance of "The Old Village

Burying-Ground” in the Town of West Stock-
bridge, and the taking of the land of said burying-
ground for School purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

(HommouiDcaltl) of i^lassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

1 Sect. 1. The inhabitants of school district
2 number six, in the town of West Stockbridge in
3 the county of Berkshire, are hereby authorized, at
4 the expense of said school district, and under the
5 direction of the building committee of said school
6 district, and with the consent of the selectmen of
7 said town, to remove the remains of the dead and
8 the monuments and tombstones now remaining in
9 the " Old Village Burying-Ground,” so called,

10 situate in the village of West Stockbridge, and
11 bounded as follows, to wit : north by land held by
12 the deacons of the Congregational Church of said
13 village and known as "the parsonage lot,” east
14 by the highway known as State Street, south by



15 land of George W. Kniffin, and west by the-school-
-16 house lot of said school district, to the public
17 cemetery of said town, known as the " Village
18 Cemetery,” or to such of the other public cem-

-19 eteries of said town as may be designated in any
20 case by the relatives of any person whose remains
21 are to be removed; or, said relatives may re-inter
22 such remains in any other place; and said school
23 district shall cause the remains removed to any
24 of the public cemeteries of said town, to be
25 decently re-interred, and the monuments and
26 tombstones to be properly set up anew.

1 Sect. 2. When the remains, monuments and
2 tombstones have been removed from said burying-
-3 ground as provided in the preceding section, said
4 ground shall become and shall be discontinued as
5 a burying-ground, or for burial purposes, and said
6 school district may take the land thereof for the
7 use and pui’pose of enlarging their present school-
-8 house lot, and said school district shall cause a
9 certificate containing a description of said land

10 sufficient for identification, with a reference to this
11 act, to be filed and recorded in the office of the
12 register of deeds of the southern district of said
13 county, on or before the first day of June next,
14 which certificate may be signed by the building
15 committee and treasurer of said school district,
16 and thereupon the title to the land described in
17 said certificate shall become and be invested in
18 said school district.

1 Sect. 3. If damage is sustained by any person
2 in his property by reason of anything done under
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3 the provisions of the first and second sections of
4 this act, he shall receive compensation therefor
5 from said school district, to be ascertained and
6 appraised by the selectmen of said town in the
7 manner provided for appraising damages caused
8 by laying out town ways, and any person
9 aggrieved by the award of said selectmen, shall

10 have the same remedy as is provided by section
11 thirty-nine of chapter thirty-eight of the General
12 Statutes, and according to the course of proceed-
-13 ing provided thereby.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


