
HOUSE No. 214.

Executive Department, Boston, March 17, 1877

In reply to the Resolve of the House of Representatives of
the Ist instant, requesting me " to communicate to the House,
if consistent with the public interests, whether any, and if so,
what action has been taken under chapter tifty-seveu of the
Resolves of the year 1876, instructing the Attorney-General,
with the approval of the Governor and Council, to institute
proceedings against certain officials of the Boston & Albany
Railroad,” I have the honor to submit the accompanying
copies of correspondence relating thereto.

ALEXANDER H. RICE.

tHommomocaltl) of itlassadjusctto.

To the House of Representatives.
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Attorney-General’s Office, Boston, May 15,1876.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

Respectfully referring the Governor and Council to chap-
ter fifty-seven of the Resolves of 1876, I have the honor to
request that I may be authorized to submit the Report of the
Committee on Railroads in relation to the matters referred to
in said Resolve, and the action of the Legislature thereon,
with such other facts as may come to my knowledge in rela-
tion thereto, to the Hon. E. R. Hoar for his legal advice and
assistance, as to what action should be takeu, and what pro-
ceedings should be instituted, if any, under and by virtue of
said Resolve.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

Council Chamber, Boston, May 16, 1876.

Voted, That the Attorney-General be authorized to advise
with the Hon. Ebenezer R. Hoar, agreeably to his request.

Secretary’s Office, Boston, May 16, 1876

A true copy.

Secretary of the Commonwealth
HENRY B. PEIRCE,
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CHARLES R. TRAIN.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.



1877.] 3HOUSE—No. 214.

Boston, May 31, 1876.
Hon. Ebenezeb R, Hoar.

Dear Sir :—I send you this morning the Boston & Albany
Railroad investigation, which contains all the evidence, so far
as I know, bearing upon chapter fifty-seven of the Resolves
of 1876. Will you, as soon as consistent with other engage-
ments, advise me, if any, what action should be taken under
the Resolve.

CHARLES R. TRAIN.

To the Hon. Charles R. Train, Attorney-General.

Sir :—Your letter of May 31, 1876, requesting me, as soon
as consistent with other engagements, to advise you what ac-
tion, if any, should be taken under the Resolve of 1876,
chapter fifty-seven, accompanied by a certified copy of the
vote of the Governor and Council, authorizing you to advise
with me on the subject, and by a copy of the volume, "House
Documents, No. 355,” entitled, " Boston & Albany Railroad
Investigation, 1876,” was received on the first day of June
last. In the two months which have intervened, I have care-
fully read the evidence reported in that volume, with the
arguments of counsel, and have given the best consideration
in my power to the questions involved. The result of my
investigation is, that I am unable to find in the evidence sub-
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mitted to me sufficient proof "that any moneys or other
property due or belonging to the Boston & Albany Railroad
Company ” are "in the hands of any officer, director, agent
or employe thereof, or any other person,” for the recovery
of which any proceedings in law or equity would be made
available, nor can I advise you that any proceedings "on be-
half of the Commonwealth, for the protection of its interests
as a stockholder of the Boston & Albany Railroad Company ”

I am yours, very truly,



would be likely to lead to the recovery of any such property.
The acts complained of are not, in my opinion, such as create
a right of pecuniary compensation in the aggrieved party,
and the remedy for them is not to be found in the courts.

Very respectfully,

E. R. HOAR.
5 Pemberton Square, Boston, August 1, 1876.
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