
HOUSE No. 283.

[Moved by Mr. Hill of Boston, as a substitute for House, No. 250.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
To provide for the proper Auditing of the Expenses

of Legislative Committees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. No joint committee of the legislature
2 shall, in the performance of its duties, incur any
3 expense to be paid by the Commonwealth, unless
4 duly authorized by order of the two branches; and
5 no committee of either branch shall incur such
6 expense unless authorized by order of the branch
7 to which it belongs, except as hereinafter pro-
-8 vided.

1 Sect. 2. Any committee of the legislature, or
2 of either branch thereof, may advertise such public
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3 hearings on matters referred to it, as it may, by
4 vote of a majority of the whole committee, deter-
-5 mine to be expedient, in such newspapers published
6 within the Commonwealth as it may deem proper:
7 provided, that the order for such advertisement,
8 signed by the chairman or secretary of the com-
-9 mittee, shall be forwarded to the newspaper in

10 which it is to be published, by the auditor of the
11 Commonwealth, who shall keep a record of such
12 orders, and shall certify the bills therefor.

1 Sect. 3. All bills properly incurred by any
2 committee, other than those mentioned in section
3 two, shall be approved by a majority of the com-
-4 mittee in writing before presentation to the auditor
5 of the Commonwealth for allowance and payment.

1 Sect. 4. Postage for the several committees of
2 the legislature, or of either branch thereof, shall
3 be furnished by the sergeant-at-arms, who shall be
4 reimbursed for the same.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


