
SENATE No. 24.

Senate, Feb. 7, 1887.

The Committee on Election Laws, to whom was recom-
mitted the Resolves concerning an amendment to the Consti-
tution, so that any citizen otherwise qualified may vote
without the previous payment of any poll or other tax, report
the accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

J. K. C. SLEEPER.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

RESOLVES

Concerning an Amendment to the Constitution relative to
the Qualification of Voters for Governor, Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, Senators and Representatives.

1 Resolved, That the following article of amendment of
2 the constitution, having been agreed to by the last and
3 present General Courts, and published in the manner
4 required by the constitution, be submitted to the people
5 for their ratification and adoption :

Article op Amendment.
6 So much of article three of the amendments of the
7 constitution of this Commonwealth as is contained in the
8 following words: “And who shall have paid, by him-
-9 self, or his parent, master or guardian, any state or

10 county tax, which shall, within two years next preceding
11 such election, have been assessed upon him in any town
12 or district of this Commonwealth ; and also every citizen
13 who shall be by law exempted from taxation, and who
14 shall be in all other respects qualified as above raen-

-15 tioned,” is hereby annulled.

16 Resolved, That the people shall be assembled for the
17 purpose aforesaid, in their respective cities and towns,
18 in meetings to be legally warned, and held on Tuesday,
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19 the eighth day of November next, at which meeting all
20 the inhabitants qualified to vote for senators and repre-
-21 sentatives in the General Court may give in their votes,
22 by ballot, for or against said article of amendment; and
23 the same officers shall preside in the said meetings as in
24 the meetings for the choice of senators and representa-
-25 tives, and shall in open meeting receive, sort, count and
26 declare the votes of the inhabitants, for and against the
27 same; and the said votes shall be recorded by the clerks
28 of said cities and towns, and true returns thereof shall
29 be made out under the hands of the mayor and aldermen
30 of the several cities, and of the selectmen, or a major
31 part of them, and of the clerks of the said cities and
32 towns, respectively, and sealed up and delivered to the
33 sheriff of the county within three days after the said
34 meetings, to be by him transmitted to the office of the
35 secretary of the Commonwealth within seven days after
36 receiving the same; or the said mayors and aldeimen,
37 and selectmen, respectively, shall themselves transmit
38 the same to the said office within ten days after the said
39 meetings : provided, that in the several cities, the meet-
-40 ings held under this resolve shall be conducted according
41 to the provisions of the acts establishing the same, and
42 of the several acts in addition thereto.

43 liesolved, That every person qualified to vote as aforc-
-44 said may express his opinion on said article of amend-
-45 ment without expressing in his ballot the contents of said
46 article; but the form of said ballot shall be as follows:
47 “ Amendment to the Constitution, Yes,” or “ No.” And
48 if said article shall appear to be approved by a majority
49 of the persons voting thereon, it shall be deemed and
50 taken to be ratified and adopted by the people.

51 Resolved, That his excellency the Governor and the
52 Council shall forthwith open and examine the votes re-
-53 turned as aforesaid ; and if it shall appear that said arti-
-54 cle of amendment has been approved by a majority of
55 the persons voting thereon, according to the votes re-
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56 turned and certified as aforesaid, the same shall be
57 enrolled on parchment, and deposited in the secretary’s
58 office, as a part of the constitution of this Common-
-59 wealth, and shall be published in immediate connection
60 therewith, numbered according to its numerical position,
61 with the articles of amendment of the constitution here-
-62 tofore adopted, in all future editions of the laws of this
63 Commonwealth, printed by public authority.

64 Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be and he
65 hereby is authorized and requested to issue his proclama-
-66 tion forthwith after the examination of the votes returned
67 as aforesaid, reciting said article of amendment, and an-
-68 nouucing that said article has been duly adopted and rat-
-69 ified by the people of this Commonwealth, and has
70 become a part of the constitution thereof, and requiring
71 all magistrates and officers, aud all citizens of the said
72 Commonwealth, to take notice thereof, and govern them-
-73 selves accordingly ; or that the said article of amendment
74 has been rejected, as the case may be.

75 Resolved, That a printed copy of these resolves, includ-
-76 iug the said article of amendment, and blank forms of
77 the returns of votes on said article, shall be transmitted,
78 as soon as may be, by the secretary of the Common-
-79 wealth, to the mayors and aldermen of the several cities,
80 aud the selectmen of the several towns, of this Common-
-81 wealth.


