
SENATE No. 66.

Senate, Feb. 24, 1887.

The Committee on Public Service, to which was referred
the Order relative to amending chap. 5 of the Public Statutes
relating to the duties of the Sergeant-at-Arms, report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHARLES N. CLARK.

Senate, March 3, 1887.

The Committee on Treasury, to whom was referred the
Bill to more clearly define the duties of the Sergeant-at-
Arms, and to establish the salaries of certain of his ap-
pointees and to provide for their proper designation, report
that the same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

JOHN J. CURRIER.

(Jlcmtinomucciltl) of iflassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven

AN ACT
To more clearly define the Duties of the Sergeant-

at-Arms, and to establish the Salaries of Certain
of his Appointees and to provide for their Proper
Designation.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Sections four, six, nine, ten and
2 twelve of chapter five of the Public Statutes are

3 hereby respectively amended to read as follows:
4 Sect. 4. He shall also have the general charge
5 and oversight of the state house and its appur-
-6 tenances, of the “ Commonwealth building ” and of
7 any other building rented by the Commonwealth
8 for the use of public officers; shall superintend
9 all alterations and repairs thereof; shall often visit

10 and inspect the apartments therein (except the
11 secretary’s office, council chamber and apartments
12 therewith connected, which shall be under the
13 care of the messenger of the governor and coun-

Commomuealtt) of Massachusetts.
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14 cil) ; shall take proper precaution against damage
15 thereto, or to the books, papers or other property
16 therein; and shall see that the chambers and lob-
-17 bies occupied by the general court are, both dur-
-18 ing the sessions and the recesses, kept clean and
19 in good order.
20 Sect. 6. He shall annually appoint, subject to
21 the approval of the secretary and treasurer of the
22 Commonwealth, a clerk, who shall also act as clerk
23 of the commissioners on the state house, and three
24 good and discreet persons, who shall be known as
25 the “ sergeant-at-arms messengers,” whom he
26 may at any time remove, and for whose fidelity
27 and good conduct in said capacity he shall be
28 responsible.
29 Sect. 9. The sergeant-at-arms may appoint an
30 engineer, who shall take charge of the heating
31 and ventilation of the state house; two watchmen,
32 one for day and one for night duty at the state
33 house; the night watchman shall remain at the
34 state house every night and shall maintain proper
35 watch and guard for the security thereof, and
36 visit such rooms and at such times as the sergeant-
-37 at-arms may direct; a fireman and an assistant
38 fireman at the state house; a competent man to
39 be janitor and fireman at the Commonwealth
40 building. The sergeant-at-arms shall be responsi-
-41 ble for the fitness and good conduct of all the
42 aforesaid officers and may remove them at his
43 discretion.
44 Sect. 10. The salary of the sergeant-at-arms
45 shall be three thousand dollars a year; that of his
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46 clerk eighteen hundred dollars a year; that of
47 each of his messengers eleven hundred dollars a
48 year; that of the engineer at the state house
49 fifteen hundred dollars a year; that of the watch-
-50 men one thousand dollars a year each; that of the
51 fireman nine hundred dollars a year; that of the
52 janitor and fireman at the Commonwealth building
58 nine hundred dollars a year. The assistant fire-
-54 man at the state house shall receive a compcnsa-
-55 tion of two and one-half dollars for each day he
56 may be employed.
57 Sect. 12. The sergeant-at-arms and the secre-
-58 tary and treasurer of the Commonwealth shall
59 constitute a commission, without compensation,
60 who shall have in charge the appropriations for
61 the repairs, improvements and furniture of the
62 state house and the contingent expenses of the
68 general court. No expense shall be incurred for
64 said purposes unless previously authorized by said
65 commission, and no expense shall be authorized
66 by them unless the same comes within the amount
67 appropriated by the general court, except that in
68 case of damage to the state house, caused during
69 the recess of the general court by fire or other
70 unforeseen casualty, the commissioners may make
71 all repairs necessary for the protection and pres-
-72 ervation of the building.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


