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George B. Lorinq, President of the Massachusetts Senate
—I herewith transmit to you, for the legislature, the
Report of the Commissioners on Contagious Diseases
Cattle.

I am, sir, very respectfully yours,

LEVI STOCKBEIDGE.

(frmtmonromlth of Jflassacljusetts.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts:

The Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle
can report, that during the year the interest of the State
in stock husbandry has been prospered by good returns
tor its products, and the exemption of its cattle from any
wide-spread contagious or epidemic disease. Our sister
State of Connecticut, to which the importation of cattle is
from the same source as our own, has not been so fortunate,
and has experienced considerable loss by an outbreak of
Spanish fever, and of contagious pleuro-pneumonia. In the
month of September, much alarm was caused in several Con-
necticut towns by the appearance of the first-mentioned dis-
ease, which it was proved was communicated by cattle pur-
chased in the cattle-yards at West Albany. About the same
time complaint was made to us that the disease existed in
West Springfield, Pittsfield and Grafton, in this State, also
caused by W estern cattle purchased at the same place. In
consideration of these facts, the Commissioners deemed it
wise to visit Albany, and ascertain whether Spanish fever
prevailed there to any great extent, or along the line of trans-
port of \\ estern cattle ; with the intention of interdicting
their transfer to this State if such was found to be the fact.
This was done by two of the Commissioners, on the 11th of
September, in company with Dr. Cressy, Veterinary Professor
of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, who was employed
by the commissioners of Connecticut for that purpose. A
searching examination satisfied us that the disease did not
exist there, or in the country adjacent to the usual routes of
transportation. But we ascertained that the laws of the
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Western Border States, which forbid the driving of cattle
into their territory from Texas or the plains, during the warm
season, were being evaded; and that cattle had been driven
direct from Texas, and shipped at points Avest of Kansas, and
transported thence to our Eastern markets, stopping on the
line only at feeding-places, as the law requires, until they
reached Albany. We found that some of these Texan cattle
and other Western stock, Avhich had contracted the disease by
being brought in contact with them, had been purchased and
sent to this State, and many had been driven to Connecticut.
So far as we could learn at that date, few, if any, Texas cattle
were then on the route to our markets. The season was far
advanced, and whatever of the disease existed in the State
would be destroyed by the autumn frosts. And, desiring to
avoid disturbing our cattle-markets until self-protection
should make it imperative, no orders were issued to prevent
the transport of cattle to the State, but arrangements were
perfected which Avould enable ns to do it speedily, if after-
developments should make it a necessity, which, happily,
proved not to be required.

But twenty-four animals died of the disease in this State,
and most of this loss occurred in West Springfield. The
disease, in that town, originated from Texas cattle brought
there by D. H, Baldwin, a butcher, Avho had no knowledge of
their dangerous character. Seven of his herd died between
the loth of August and the 10th of September. Baldwin’s
cattle came in contact Avith several herds or animals of the
native stock of the toAvn, avlio contracted the disease; and
between the loth of September and the 9th of October, eleven
head died; but there was no appearance of the disease
in that locality after that date. Early in October six head of
cattle died of the disease, which were owned by E. Smith, a
drover, of Hadley, and bought by him in Buffalo. The
reported case in Grafton, where several animals died, did not
prove unmistakably to be Spanish fever. One of our Board
visited the place, but could not positively ascertain that
Texan cattle had been brought into the town; and, as the
dead animals had been buried, there was no opportunity to
examine them; but the symptoms and manner of death
strikingly corresponded with this disease. The peculiar
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characteristics! of this disease (called Spanish Fever, or Texas
Cattle Plague) have been fully described by us in a former
report, but we desire to call attention to one or two of them.
The disease is communicated to our native stock by apparently
perfectly healthy Texas cattle, which come to us direct from
that State, or which have not passed one winter in our
northern climate. If these cattle have upon them the " Texas
tick,” it may be taken as positive proof that they have not
been wintered here. If our native cattle which have con-
tracted the disease of Texans, come in contact with other
natives, they will not communicate the disease to them.
Therefore it spreads or is contagious only between Texans
and our home cattle. The fact which has been disclosed the
present year, of the evasion of the laws of the Western States
by stock-drovers, in using our recently constructed railroads
to the far West, to pass those States unchallenged, should put
all our stock-buyers on their guard, and deter them from
purchasing such cattle during the summer months.

The legislature of 1873 made an appropriation of five hun-
dred dollars, to be used by the Commission if found necessary
in the discharge of the duties of their office. There was no
occasion for the expenditure of any part of this appropriation
during that year. The present year we have expended one
hundred and thirty-two dollars ($132), and there now remains
an unexpended balance of three hundred and sixty-eight dol-
lars ($368). In accordance with the law, this sum must soon
revert to the general treasury, and the Commissioners will be
powerless to act should there be an outbreak of contagious
disease dangerous to the property and health of our people.
We would therefore recommend an appropriation similar in
amount to that of 1873, as a safeguard against such an
emergency.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE,
E. F. THAYER,

ontaqious Diseases among Cattle.Commissioner;


