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Office of Surgeon-General, Boston, January 1, 1875.

To His Honor Thomas Talbot, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-

in-Chief:

Sir :—ln obedience to the requirements of law, I have
the honor to submit the subjoined statement of the general
transactions of this office, from December 1, 1873, to De-
cember 1, 1874.

I also forward, for the inspection of your Honor and the
honorable council, a statement, accompanied with vouchers,
of the manner of expenditure of moneys appropriated as
additional to the contingent fund of this department, having
submitted this and all other accounts to the honorable the
auditor of the Commonwealth, for his examination.

Claim Bureau.
The whole number of claims of all classes received up to

December 1, 1873, was seven thousand seven hundred and
seventy-four (7,774).

Received during the year ending December 1, 1874, six
hundred and fifty-seven (057) ; making in the aggregate
eight thousand four hundred and thirty-one (8,431) to
December 1, 1874. These claims are classed as proper,
and irregular. The claims proper are those in which tins
bureau alone has had the conduct; and the irregular are
those in which other attorneys have previously acted, or such
as require correction of record as a preliminary to making
a claim, removal of charge of desertion, etc., etc., and are
recorded in a memorandum book in contradistinction to the
records of the claims proper.

Commomucaltl) of iltassarljusctto.



Jan.4 SURGEON-GENERAL’S REPORT.

The' claims proper taken during the year were six hun-
dred and twenty-nine (629), classified as follows, viz. : For
original invalid pension, one hundred and thirty-six (136)
for increase of invalid pension, two hundred and twenty-
nine (229) ; for widow’s original pension, thirty-six (36);
for widow’s increase of pension, six (6) ; for pension on
account of minor children, thirty-one (31) ; for widow’s
pension, war of 1812, one (1) ; for pensions for depend-
ent parents, nine (9) ; for arrearages of pension, five (5) ;

for restoration to pension-list, thirty-three (33) ; for bounty,
twenty-two (22) ; for heirs for bounty, one (1) ; for
discharged soldiers for arrearages of pay and allowances,
eleven (11) ; for prize money, ninety-three (93) ; for travel,
pay or mileage, nine (9) ; for land warrant, 1812, one (1) ;

for seamen, indemnity for loss of personal effects, four (4);
for increase pension, war of 1812, two (2).

The following claims of the so-called irregular class have
been received during the year, viz. : For original invalid pen-
sion, eleven (11) ; for increase of invalid pension, two (2) ;

for widow’s pension, one (1) ; for dependent mother’s
pension, one (1) ; for bounty, six (6) ; for arrears of pay,
two (2) ; for removal of charge of desertion, four (4) ; for
change of war department record, one (1) ; total, twenty-
eight (28). Of the twenty-eight (28) claims last mentioned,
eight (8.) have received favorable and seven (7) unfavor-
able action, and thirteen (13) remain unadjudicated and
open

One (1) application has been received during the year,
under Act of June 17, 1870, providing for artificial limbs,
or commutation value therefor.

The number of claims settled to date of last report, Decem-
ber 1, 1873, was six thousand one hundred and ninety-five
(6,195).

Settled during the year ending December 1, 1874, five
hundred and forty (540) claims proper, and fifteen (15)
irregular, making the aggregate of settlements to date, six
thousand seven hundred and fifty (6,750) ; and the com-
puted value of these collections to date is eight hundred and
seventy-six thousand six hundred and ninety-six and jfa
dollars ($876,696.19) ; the miscellaneous collections amount-
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inof to thirty-five thousand six hundred and fourteen and ,
8A-O J 10 0

dollars ($35,614.85) ; and commutation value of artificial
limbs amounting to twelve thousand five hundred and sev-
enty-five dollars ($12,575) ; added to which, make the aggre-
gate amount collected by this office to date, nine hundred and
twenty-four thousand eight hundred and eighty-six and
dollars ($924,886.04).

The number of claims rejected to date is one thousand
and twenty-five (1,025). The number remaining unsettled
is six hundred and twenty-two (622) proper, and thirty-
four (34) irregular.

Collections.
Amount as per last report to Dec. 1, 1873, . . . $762,090 27
Amount since last report (claims) to Dec. 1,1874, $114,606 92
Commutation value of artificial limbs, per last

report, 12,525 00
Commutation value of artificial limbs, since last

report, to Dec. 1, 1874, .... 50 00
Miscellaneous collections per last report to

Dec. 1, 1873 28,327 39
Miscellaneous collections since last report to

Dec. 1, 1874, 7,287 46
Total collections for the year ending Dec. 1,

1874, §121,943 38 121,943 38

Total collections to Dec. 1, 1874, . . . §924,886 04

Correspondence.

The correspondence of the office is very large, and growing
more and more extensive every year.

The number of communications given below as bavin" been° Oreceived and written, does not comprise the many letters
written on application of persons desiring such service, or
the large number of department letters returned, with the
evidence (in support of claims) called for therein, nor docs
it show the care, time, and labor bestowed upon the prepara-
tion of depositions necessary in the prosecution of these
claims.

Letters received (retained) during the year, two thousand
three hundred and seventy-six (2,376). Letters written
during the year, two thousand nine hundred and fifty-one
(2,951).



[Jan.6 SURGEON-GENERAL’S REPORT.

State Aid Law.
Chapter 330, page 316, Acts and Resolves of general court,

1874, "An Act to extend the time allowed for paying state
aid to disabled soldiers and sailors, and their families and the
families of the slain,” under certain provisions, is extended to
eighteen hundred and eighty.

The payments under this law materially diminish from year
to year. Whilst communications are constantly received
asking for information in regard to the application of the
above law, only one case of appeal from the decision of town
authorities has been passed upon by the Commissioners under
the law during the past year. The degree of disability and
necessity was the question at issue under the appeal, and was
decided in favor of the appellant.

I am of the opinion that, under the generous provisions of
the law, when a soldier in receipt of pension for grave and
painful disabilities, and of such a character that he is com-
pelled to pursue his calling under circumstances which might
dishearten a man in ordinary health, the benefit of a doubt
should be given to the applicant. If temperate, industrious
and thrifty, with the help of his family, he rises above a con-
dition of positive poverty, I believe, under the spirit of the
law, he is still entitled to its humane and generous provisions.
Whilst, on the other hand, it becomes every soldier in times
of peace not to forget his obligation to the State, to be a good
citizen, and thus make himself deserving of the consideration
and care which the beneficent provisions of the law afford
him.

In this connection, I respectfully call your Honor’s attention
to the Report of the Superintendent and Treasurer of the Dis-
abled Soldiers’ Employment Bureau, in Appendix, and recom-
mend that legislative aid should still be continued to it. I
am confident that money in this direction is well and econom-
ically spent.

National Military Homes for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers

The applications for medical certificates, upon which to
around claims for admission to these institutions controlled
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by the general government, have been more numerous than
ever.

I am informed that these institutions are overcrowded, and
a board of medical officers are examining the inmates in refer-
ence to their disabilities, with the view to discharging all
those who are able to get their own living.

Whilst every assistance is given to those who are deserving
and appreciate the beneficence of the government, I am reso-
lute in refusing aid to such applicants as, in my opinion, are
unworthy.

Certificates of Disabilitv
Under the provisions of the Act, general court, 1866,

chapter 197, three hundred and nine (309) disabled soldiers
have been examined for remission of license-fee.

Militia.
I have the honor herewith to submit for your Honor’s inspec-

tion, the reports of the medical director, division of the volun-
teer force of the Commonwealth, and the medical directors of
brigades.

The vacancies in the medical staff of the several organiza-
tions, during the annual encampments, were supplied by
details of medical officers from other organizations, and con-
tracts were made with civil surgeons to accompany the Bat-
talion of Light Artillery, Ist Brigade, on the occasion of its
encampment.

The reports of the medical officers show a very satisfactory
unitary condition of the several commands.
The State encampment-grounds were found in excellent

condition, the streets well policed and the water good.
I would recommend the removal of the tubs attached to the

wells farther from the main source of supply, and concrete be
laid about them, with drains for the waste water. Attention
to this matter will, no doubt, obviate one source of diarrhoea,
so common to the soldier.

I forward, also, the interesting and instructive letter of
Surgeon Perkins, Ist Infantry, Ist Brigade.

All the medical officers unite in saying that an ambulance
is very much needed, for the transportation of the sick from
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different parts of the encampment-grounds to the regimental
hospitals, and from them to the depot. With an ambulance
and a few stretchers, the medical department will then be
well equipped and ready for any exigency.

I fully endorse the statement of the medical director of the
division, in the conclusion of his report, on the high character
of the medical staff: "Their faithful performance of duty is
an important clement in the efficiency of the military force,
and gives dignity and honor to the profession.”

I have placed in Appendix the communication of Surgeon
Jeffries, Ist Corps of Cadets, accompanying his annual report
of the sanitary condition of his command, and urgently com-
mend his views to the other medical officers attached to the
force.

On the first of December of the last year, the medical
commission of Massachusetts, instituted by the late Governor
Andrew on the order of the Secretary of War,—a board of
civil surgeons for the examination of candidates for the
medical staff' of the volunteer force of the State during the
war and since,—were relieved from further duty.

The long, honorable and patriotic services of this board,
voluntary and without pay, were gratefully acknowledged
by your Honor in behalf of the Commonwealth.

General Orders No. 35, A. G. 0., Mass., dated December
1,[1874, designate a board of surgeons from the volunteer
force of the State, for the examination of candidates for the
medical staff of the militia.

I gratefully acknowledge the cordial support received
from your Honor, in all suggestions made for the good of
the public service, more particularly as every detail of the
operations of this department has been met on. your part by
careful aud discriminate action.

WM. J. DALE,

I am, sir, with high regard and esteem,
Your obedient servant,

\irgeon-General.



1875.] 9SENATE—No. 23.

Consolidated Report of Medical Supplies and Property for which th
Surgeon-General is accountable.

From last return, De
1, 1873,

In use with the Militia, 2 1

Medicines and supplies \
for the Militia, . . /

Purchased of Geo. T. \
Brown & Co., Boston, /

Codman & Shurtleff, ]
care and storage of I
instruments, .

. J
Pay of Medical Officers, 3

Ist Battalion Light t
Artillery,

. ■J

Expended,

On hand to he accounted
for, . . . . / 11

Appropriation for medical, surgical and hospital suppl
ter 21, Acts of 1874,

Expended as above,
)0 oc

405 8:

Balance unexpended, $34 18

1 Lieutenant-Colonel Wm. Ingalls, Medical Director 2d Brij
Assistant Surgeon-General.

2 O. Battalion Cavalry.
8 Turned over to Qi
4 Issued to 4th Battalion Infantry, and lost.

2
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Boston, July 30, 1874.

To Brig.-Gen. Wm. J. Dale.

General :—Herewith I have the honor to transmit morning
reports of Ist Corps Cadets, at Camp Palfrey, Nahant, July 21-25.

I would also here return you some physical statistics, possibly of
future value, should the other militia surgeons carry out similar
examinations. From an examination of seventy-two cadets, made
at camp, I find the following result:
Born in Boston, . . .44 Occupations:

Other parts of Mass., . 16 Medical profession, . 4
New Hampshire, . . 4 Legal profession, . . 6
Maine, .... 8 Architects, ... 2
New Brunswick, . . 1 Professional students, . 6
New Orleans, . . 1 Various business, . . 41
Washington, . . 1 Clerks, . . . .12
Philadelphia, . . 1 Farmer, . . . 1
England, ... 1

72
72

Average weight: Average height: Average age;o o o o o o
148 lbs. 6 feet 8 inches. 30 years.
219 “ heaviest. 6 “ “ tallest. 62 “ oldest.
114 “ lightest. 5 “2J “ shortest. 21 “ youngest.

Respectfully j'our obedient servant,

B. JOY JEFFRIES,
Major M. V. M., Surgeon Ist Corps Cadets.

APPENDIX.
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Disabled Soldiers’ Employment Bureau, )

4 Pemberton Square, Boston, December 1, 1874. <1

Gen. Tm. J. Dale, Surgeon-Generalof Massachusetti

General :—I have the honor to submit the following report of
the transactions of this Bureau for the past twelve months.

The names of eleven hundred and twelve (1,112) new applicants
for employment have been registered during the year. Of this
number fifty-two (52) have lost, or lost the use of, a limb each; five
hundred and eightj--seven (687) have been otherwise wounded more
or less severely, and four hundred and seventy-three (473) were
discharged for disability incurred in the service.

Employment has been furnished to eight hundred and eight (808)
of the applicants of this and previous years, thirty-six (36) of whom
have lost, or lost the use of, a limb each ; four hundred and thirty-five
(435) have been otherwise wounded more or less severely ; three
hundred and thirtj'-one (331) were discharged for disability incurred
in the service, and six (6) are able-bodied.

To the general and long continued business depression is dub the
comparatively small result of this year’s work; this cause has been
constantly adding to the number of those applying at this Bureau
for employment, both of new and previously registered applicants,
—the majority of them are good, industrious men, thoroughly
reliable, and worthy in every way; but it has been, and still is,
simply impossible to find places for more than a small proportion of
the hundreds who apply every week.

The light and temporary work which this Bureau has heretofore
been able to furnish to badly crippled soldiers, has also fallen off
fully one-half, but the amount still to be had is of very great service
to some of the many needy and deserving applicants who are not
able to work steadily when steady work can be obtained, and yet
whose pensions and state aid are not enough to support their
families.

The mistaken idea that work of some kind can alwaj-s be found
by seeking, in a large city, continues to bring many needy soldiers
here,—only to fail in getting work and to find themselves destitute
of the means of returning to their homes. The panic of last year
added very largely to this class, man}- of whom became applicants
for the aid of this Bureau; and the hard times since have, while
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constantly changing the individuals, steadily increased the number
of them.

The Soldiers’ Messenger Cori
Of Boston, is the only organization of the kind now in existence in
this country. Formed in September, 1865, and connected with this
Bureau, it has gained the well-merited confidence of the public, and
is in every way a success. The corps now numbers, and has for
several years, twenty-four men ; each member has either lost an
arm or been otherwise severely wounded. All have good war
records and honorable discharges from the service. These men
have permanent stations assigned them throughout the business
portions of the city, and earn a fair support for their families by
carrying letters, small parcels, doing errands and other light work
for their regular patrons and all who may require their services;
they are honest and intelligent, faithful and prompt in the perform-
ance of all duties entrusted to them. Their charges are governed
by a tariff of rates established for the various localities, distances,
etc., from stations. To insure regular attention to their duties,
each messenger is required to report to the superintendent every
morning, and at the same time the amount of his previous day’s
receipts, a record of which is kept, though each man retains in full
his individual earnings. Extra messengers are employed during
the holidays and as required, but all must furnish good references
as to character, habits, etc.

Benevolent individuals continue to make use of information this
Bureau is able to furnish regarding soldiers who apply to them for
assistance. During the year a large number of worthy soldiers
and soldiers’ families have received aid from these people, who
willingly give when they can be assured their charity is worthily
bestowed, but have not the time or facilities for ascertaining the
facts themselves.

The expense of conducting the Employment Bureau and Mes-
senger Corps for the year, as per accompanying statement of the
treasurer, has been $3,265.20.

As in past years, I am glad to acknowledge my indebtedness to
you, General, for many official and personal favors, and for kind-
ness and courtesy at all times.

Your obedient servant,

Sup’t Employ't Bureau and S. Mi Corps.

I am, General, most respectfully,

D. 0. BALCOM
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Number of applicants registered, during
the year 1,112

Number furnished employment during theyear,. . . .
'

. 135 331 6 I 808

The total number of soldiers furnished with employment by’ this
Bureau since its establishment, January 11, 1865, is nine thousand
eight hundred and twenty (9,820).

RECAPITULATION
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Boston, December 1, 187-

MassachusetiWm. J. Dai G.

General :—I have the honor to make the following stateme
of money received and expended in conducting the Disabled S'

diers’ Employment Bureau for the past year to date:

Received

$3,000Cash received from t

Expended

where work hasFor transportation of men to pi
n found for them, and to their homes when

4sick or destitut
For Messenger Corps, ir printing

1(39 40tariffs, cat

To incidental office expense 8

diets, and to fam-In charity to destitute disabled
291ddiers in urgentili

For salary of Superintendent, ,800 00

$3,265

Very respectfull}- and sincerely
Your obedient servant

HENRY S. RUSSELL,
Treasurer.


