
f

SENATE No. 48.

The Committee ou Public Charitable Institutions to whom
was referred the petition of Samuel C. Cobb and others, for
the passage of an Act to establish a State Inebriate Asylum,

That two hearings were given to those interested in the
matter of the petition; the first after due public adver-
tisement.

It was evident that the petitioners themselves cared very
little about the matter, as the large majority of those who
appeared were not of the number who signed.

There was a great want of unanimity of opinions and ideas
among those who were supposed to be directly interested, and
no definite plan was offered for the consideration of the
Committee.

Urgent pleas were made that the State should do something
in the matter of the erection of an inebriate asylum; but each
advocate proposed a different plan, and the Committee were in
doubt as to the kind of asylum which the petitioners and their
friends had in view. Some gentlemen proposed an institution
in the nature of a prison, and compulsory confinement for a
longer or a shorter term; others, an asylum free to all who
should elect to become inmates for their own reformation.
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Your Committee, eveu under the adverse circumstances,
would have continued their hearings until some plan had been
developed which was tangible, had it not appeared, at the
second hearing, that a gross act of injustice (to use no harsher
term), had been perpetrated on the State, your Committee,
and the petitioners themselves.

It appears that the original petition for a state inebriate
asylum was circulated by the superintendent of the Appleton
Temporary Home, and that some twelve or thirteen hundred
citizens signed it.

Under this title it was presented to the legislature and
referred to your Committee on Public Charitable Institutions.
It was suddenly disclosed, at the end of the second hearing,
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that an amendment had been appended at the end of the roll,
signed by only three parties, changing the whole tenor of the
petition, making it a request for a donation, by the State,
of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) yearly to the Appleton
Temporary Home. Whatever our views may be as to the
advisability of granting state aid to this and other private
institutions of a like character, the subject was certainly not
the one which had been referred to us, nor one which, by any
claim of equity, we were called upon to discuss.

If the petition for an inebriate asylum stood under its title,
the petitioners did not appear before us, and the widely
divergent ideas of the gentlemen who appeared, demonstrated
the’ impracticability of any scheme of the sort at present;
but if the amendment, signed by three parties, appended to
the foot of the petition, and, as it seems to us, misrepresent-
ing the prayer of the petitioners, was to be considered, your
Committee deemed it proper to wait until it was referred to
them through the regular channels, under a proper title.

The hearing, which had been continued at some length, was
closed upon the supposition that the petitioners were not
aware of the changes which had been made on the subject of
the petition ; and, in conclusion, your Committee would report
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

FRANCIS D. STEDMAN.


