
SENATE No. 67.

Boston, March 6, 1875.

By a Resolve of the legislature of the year 1874, chap-
ter 76, the undersigned were charged with the duty of direct-
ing "necessary repairs upon the outside of the State House,
and of painting the same, including gilding the large dome,
and for new windows, and repairs of sidewalks; and also
for painting and whitening and sundry repairs in the inte-
rior.” By the same Resolve "a sum not exceeding thirty-
one thousand five hundred dollars ” was placed in their hands
"to meet the expenses” of the aforesaid repairs.

In accordance with the terms of this Resolve they pro-
ceeded to the duty assigned them immediately upon the
adjournment of the legislature of 1874. A careful exami-
nation of the State House revealed the fact that the building
was very much out of repair from dome to basement. The
roof was found to be in a ruinous condition; the outside
walls were much disfigured by cracked and broken bricks;
the window-frames and sashes were, in many instances,
much decayed; the floors and stairs were, in various parts
of the building, worn out; the rooms were so tarnished as
to be unfit for public use; the ceilings needed repairs;
the stucco-work was, in many places, ready to fall; and
the steps leading to the front entrance were so worn as
to be dangerous, especially when covered with snow and ice.
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It became manifest to the Commission that the utmost econ-
omy must be exercised in the use of the appropriation, in
order to defray the expenses of even the most necessary
repairs. In view of this, the most important points were
selected, and the work was placed under the immediate
supervision of a sub-committee. The importance of confin-
ing the expenditure to the appropriation was fully realized,
and from time to time work was suspended, or not com-
menced wherever it could possibly be avoided. It is on
this account that the large library room was omitted in the
painting, it appearing that a thorough cleaning would be
sufficient for some time to come. Notwithstanding the
utmost care of the committee, however, and the most
earnest desire of the Commissioners, it was found that the
appropriation was nearly exhausted at a time when the
building was in such a condition as to be unfit for occu-
pancy. Outside and inside the work was but half finished.
And as the following account will show, the expenditure
exceeded the appropriation by the sum of seventeen thou-
sand nine hundred and twenty-three dollars and thirty-two
cents ($17,923.32), for which provision should be made by
further legislation.

The bills which have been submitted to the Commission
and approved by them, are as follows

G-eorge H. Simmons, carpenter-work, .... $5,427 53
James Barrett, plumbing, 3,040 86
R. R. Wiley, mason-work, ...... 10,363 01
George S. Le Moyne, services, ..... 33 00
Edward Rolfe, expressage, 4 22
George H. Simmons, work on ventilators, ... 7 50
Cook, Rymes & Co., iron-work, 309 81
Morse & Whyte, iron-work, ..... 142 23
Edward F. Meany, stone-cutting, .... 788 13
C. S. Parker & Son, repairing roof, .... 896 63
Hicks & Badger, copper-work, 314 23
J. W. Bartlett, lanterns and frames, .... 232 37
Richard Powers & Sons, marble-work, .

. . 335 02
Cyrus T. Clark, painting and gilding, .... 8,209 94
Hugh Flood, painting inside, 19,058 84
Moses Kimball, services as Commissioner, . . . 135 00
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Charles P. Stickney, services as Commissioner, . . $45 00
George B. Boring, services as Commissioner, . . 80 00

Whole amount, . . .
. • $49,423 32

Balance due above appropriation, ....$17,923 32

CHARLES P. STICKNEY (per order),
JOHN E. SANFORD,

Commissioners.

GEO. B. TORINO,

MOSES KIMBALL,
ROBERT R. WILEY,
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