
SENATE No. 97.

The Committee ou Railroads, to whom was referred the
Bill to regulate railroad tariffs, report that the same ought
not to pass.

T. S. WHITE, Chairman.

In Senate, March 23, 1875.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.

AN ACT
To regulate Railroad Tariffs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. That all railroad corporations or rail-
-2 road lines within this Commonwealth chartered by
3 the same, or having ingress or egress to or from
4 the same, shall make, have and establish uniform
5 rates of fares for passenger tariffs, the same not to
G exceed two cents per mile for any and all distances,
7 except that no such fare shall be computed at a

8 less distance than two and one-half miles.

1 Sect. 2. That all such railroad corporations or
2 railroad lines set forth in the preceding section,
3 shall make and establish uniform rates for monthly,
4 quarterly and yearly tickets, and shall issue the
5 same to passengers at a ratio not exceeding four
6 cents per mile per annum; and no fractional part
7 of a mile shall be computed in distance on the
8 same.
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1 Sect. 3. That all railroad corporations or rail-
-2 road lines set forth in this act, shall make, have
3 and establish uniform rates for freight tariff for all
4 property transported or carried on or over any
5 and all such railroads or railroad lines as freight,
6 and the lowest rate computed for any distance by
7 any such railroad or railroad line as its rate, or
8 pro rata rate of tariff or share of through freight
9 had. charged, allowed, received or given, by, from

10 or between any such railroads or railroad lines,
11 shall be the maximum rates charged per mile:
12 provided,

no such freight tariff rate shall exceed
13 four cents per ton per mile, for any distance not
14 less than four miles, and not exceeding six cents
15 per ton per mile for any distance not more than
16 four miles for any and all local freight, excln-
-17 sively.

1 Sect. 4. That each and every railroad corpo-
-2 ration and railroad line or lines, maintaining and

3 operating a railroad for public use in the convey
4 ancc of persons and property, within, into or
5 through this Commonwealth, shall within thirty
6 days from the passage of this act, file with the
7 register of each county into or through which such
8 railroad or railroad line shall enter or pass, a cor-
-9 rect and complete transcript of all rates of pas-

10 senger and freight tariffs, the same to be recorded
11 at the expense of the railroad for which it is done;
12 and no change of such tariff rates shall be made
13 by any such railroad corporation or railroad lines,
14 without first filing with all such county registers a
15 specific notice of any intended change to be made,
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16 at least ninety days before such change shall take
17 effect.

1 Sect. 5. Any railroad corporation or railroad
2 line or lines with separate, distinct or conjoint in-
-3 terests violating this act or any provisions thereof,
4 by or through any officer, agent, employe or rep-
-5 resentative whatever, shall be adjudged guilty of
6 a misdemeanor, and shall forfeit and pay a sum
7 not less than five thousand dollars, nor more than
8 ten thousand dollars, and all costs of prosecutions;
9 and for each and every subsequent violation there-

10 of, shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty thou-
-11 sand dollars and all costs of prosecutions; one-
-12 half of all such forfeitures and fines shall go to
13 the complainant and one-half to this Common-
-14 wealth.

1 Sect. 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


