
HOUSE .... No. 232.

[House No. 118, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
Giving Women the Right to Vote for Members of

School Committees, and on other Matters pertaining
to Public Schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every woman who is a citizen of this
2 Commonwealth, of twenty-one years of age and up-
-3 wards, and has the educational qualifications required
4 by the twentieth article of the amendments to the
5 constitution, excepting paupers and persons under
6 guardianship, who shall have resided within this
7 Commonwealth one year, and within the city or

Commomwcciltl) of illassadjusetts.



2 WOMAN SUFFRAGE. [Mar.

8 town in which she claims the right to vote six
9 months next preceding any meeting of citizens,

10 either in wards or in general meeting, for municipal
11 purposes, and who shall have paid by herself or her
12 parent, guardian, or trustee, a state, county, city, or
13 town tax which within two years next preceding
14 such meeting has been assessed upon her or her
15 trustees, in any city or town, shall have a ris'ht to

J J 7 O

16 vote at such town or city meeting for members of
17 school at such town meeting upon
18 all subjects relating to school affairs and their man-

-19 agement, which can legally come before such meet-
-20 mS:j

1 Sect. 2. Any female citizen of this Common-
-2 wealth may, on or before the first day of October in
3 any year, give notice in writing to the assessors of
4 any city or town, accompanied by satisfactory evi-
-5 dence, that she was on the first day of May of that
6 year an inhabitant thereof, and that she desires to
7 pay a poll-tax and furnish under oath a true list of
8 her estate, both real and personal, not exempt from
9 taxation; and she shall thereupon be assessed for her

10 poll, not exceeding fifty cents, and for her estate;
11 and the assessors shall, on or before the fifth day of
12 October in each year, return her name to the clerk
13 of the city or town in the list of the persons so as-

-14 sessed. The taxes so assessed shall be entered in the
15 tax-list of the collector of the city or town, and the
16 collector shall collect and pay over the same in the
17 manner specified in his warrant.
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1 Sect. 3. All laws in relation to the registration
2 of voters shall apply to women upon whom the right
3 to vote is herein conferred : provided, that the names

4 of such women may be placed upon a separate list;
5 and when the name of any woman has been placed
6 on the voting list of any city or town, it shall con-

-7 tinue on the list of said city or town as long as she
8 continues to reside there, and to pay any state or
9 county, city, or town tax that has been assessed on

10 her or her trustee in any city or town in the Com-
il monwealth within two years previous to any voting
12 day.

1 Sect. 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

House of Representatives, March 4, 1880.

Passed to be engrossed.
Send up for concurrence.

GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.




