
HOUSE No. 843.

[Proposed by Mr. Bugbee of Boston as a substitute for the Bill to secure
to women the right to hold city and town offices, and to vote for city
and town officers upon all municipal affairs and town and citybusiness.
House, No. 211.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To secure to Women the Right to Vote for City and

Town Officers upon payment of a Tax on Real or
Personal Property owned by them.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every female citizen of this Common-
-2 wealth of twenty-one years of age and upwards, who
3 has the educational qualifications required by the
4 twentieth article of the amendments to the constitu-
5 tion (excepting paupers and persons under guardian-
-6 ship), who shall have resided within this Common-

€ommomucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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7 wealth one year, and within the city or town where
8 she desires to vote six months, next preceding any
9 meeting of citizens, either in wards, voting precincts,

10 or general meeting for municipal purposes, and who
11 shall have paid by herself or her trustee a county,
12 city, or town tax, which within two years next pre-
-13 ceding such meeting has been assessed upon her or
14 her trustee, for real or personal property owned by
15 her, or held in trust for her, within the city or town
16 where she desires to vote, shall have a right to vote
17 at any such town or city meeting for town and city
18 officers.

1 Sect. 2. Any female citizen of this Common-
-2 wealth who has been omitted in the May assessment
3 may, on or before the first day of October in any year,
4 give notice in writing to the assessors, accompanied
5 by satisfactory evidence, that she was on the first day
6 of May of that year an inhabitant of such city or
7 town, and that she desires to furnish under oath a
8 true list of her estate, both real and personal, not
9 exempt from taxation. She shall thereupon be as-

-10 sessed for her estate; and the assessors shall, on
11 or before the fifth day of October in each year,
12 return her name to the clerk of the city or town in
13 the list of persons so assessed. The taxes so as-
-14 sessed shall be entered in the tax list to the collector
15 of the city or town, and he shall collect and pay
16 over the same in the manner specified in his war-

-17 rant.

1 Sect. 3. All laws in relation to the registration
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2 of voters shall apply to women upon whom the right
3 of vote is herein conferred ; provided, that the names

4 of such women may be placed on a separate list,
5 and when the name of any female citizen has once
6 been registered and placed on the voting list of any
7 city or town it shall continue on the list from year to
8 year as long as she continues to reside in such city
9 or town without changing her name, and to pay any

10 county, city, or town tax that has been assessed on
11 her or her trustee, as herein provided.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of May of the current year.




