
HOUSE No. 278.

House of Representatives, Mar. 15, 1881.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Attorney General’s Report, report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

JAMES A. McGEOUGH.
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[Mar.COSTS IN CRIMINAL CASES.2

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
Concerning the Taxation of Costs in Criminal Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All costs arising in criminal prosecu-
-2 tions in the superior court, and all costs which shall
8 arise before the inferior courts and trial justices, and
■i all costs and expenses which by law are taxable as

5 criminal costs are taxed, shall be taxed and allowed
(i by the respective district attorneys in the several
7 counties, subject to the direction of the court. All
8 costs arising in criminal prosecutions in the supreme
9 judicial court shall be taxed and allowed by the

10 attorney general, subject to the direction of the

11 court. All provisions of law under which any
12 authority mav have heretofore been given to clerks
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13 of courts to tax costs in criminal cases are hereby
14 repealed.

1 Sect. 2. The several district attorneys are hereby
2 authorized to employ such clerical assistance as may
3 be actually necessary for the prompt and accurate
4 taxation of criminal costs, reasonable compensation
5 for which shall be allowed by the superior court
6 and paid by the county treasurer.

1 Sect. 3. No fees shall hereafter be allowed or
2 paid to clerks of courts for a certificate of criminal
3 costs to the county treasurer. The clerk of the
4 courts shall, immediately after each taxation of costs
5 has been completed by the district attorney, trans-
-6 mit to the county treasurer a copy of all bills of
7 costs so taxed, for which he shall be allowed and paid
8 at the rate of fifteen cents a page.

1 Sect. 4. The attorney general shall, once in each
2 year, examine the form and method of taxation of
3 criminal costs in the several counties, and shall con-
-4 fer with the district attorneys concerning the same,
5 and endeavor, as far as is possible, to promote and
6 secure uniformity and accuracy of taxation of such
7 costs throughout the Commonwealth in conformity
8 to law.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall not apply to the county
2 of Suffolk.




