
HOUSE . . . No. 283.

House No. 133, as passed to be engrossed by the House.!

In the Year One Thousand Ei<>'ht Hundred and Eisdity-ont

AN act
To incorporate the Town of Wellesley.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives. in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All that territory lying within the
2 limits of the town of Needham, northerly and west-
• 3 erly of a line beginning at a point in the boundary
4 line between the towns of Needham and .Dover,
5 seventy-five feet northerly from the central line
6 of Charles-river Street, where it crosses Charles
7 River; thence running north-easterly about four
8 miles and seventy-six one-hnndredths of a mile to
9 a point in the centre of the reservoir, so called,
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10 near the village of Newton Upper Falls, two hun-
-11 dred feet easterly from a point in the centre line ot
12 Reservoir Street, midway between the abutments of
13 the bridge by which said Reservoir Street crosses
1- said reservoir; thence running easterly by the cen-

-15 tre line of said reservoir about fourteen hundred
16 feet to a point in the boundary line between the
17 town of Needham and the city of Newton, near the
18 centre of Charles River —is hereby incorporated
19 into a town by the name of Wellesley; and the
20 said town is hereby invested with all the powers,
21 privileges, rights, and immunities, and is subject to
22 all the duties and requisitions, to which other towns
23 are entitled and subject by the constitution and laws
2- of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Welles-
-2 ley shall pay all taxes which have been legally
3 assessed upon them by the town of Needham ; and
4 all such taxes not now collected shall be collected
5 by and paid to the proper officers of the town of
6 Needham, in the same manner as if this act had
7 not passed: and, until the next State valuation, the
8 proportion of the State and county taxes to be
9 assessed upon the towns of Needham and Welles-

-10 ley shall be ascertained and determined by the last
11 valuation of the town of Needham ; and the assess-
-12 ors of the town of Needham shall make return of
13 said valuation, and of the proportions thereof in the
14 towns of Needham and Wellesley respectively, to
15 the secretary of the Commonwealth, and to the
16 commissioners of the countv of Norfolk.
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1 Sect. 3. Said towns of Needham and Wellesley
2 shall be respectively liable for the support of all
3 persons who now are, or who shall hereafter be, in
4 need of relief as paupers, whose settlements were
5 gained, whether by original acquisition or by deri-
-6 vation, within their respective limits; and the town
7 of Wellesley shall pay annually to the town of
8 Needham two-thirds of the cost paid by the town
9 of Needham for the support or relief of paupers

10 whose settlements were acquired in Needham in
11 consequence of military services in the war of the
12 Rebellion: provided, that the person who rendered
13 such military services was not, at the time of his
14 enlistment, an inhabitant of the town of Needham.

1 Sect. 4. All the property, both real and per-
-2 sonal, including claims and rights of action belong-
-3 ing to the town of Needham at the time of the
4 passage of this act, shall be equally divided be-
-5 tween the towns of Needham and Wellesley: pro-
-6 vided, however, that each of said towns shall hold,
7 retain, and own all of said property now within
8 their respective limits ; but if either of said towns
9 shall hold and retain more than one-half in value

10 of said property belonging to the town of JNeedham
11 at the time of the passage of this act, such town
12 shall pay to the other town a sum of money ecpral
13 to the excess in value of the property so held and
14 retained, over one-half of all said property belong-
-15 ing to the town of Needham at the time of the
16 passage of this act: provided, nevertheless, that the
17 town records, public documents, standard weights
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18 and measures, and other property of similar nature,
19 shall be tire property of and remain in the custody
20 of the town of Needham.

1 Sect. 5. The town of Wellesley shall assume,
2 pay, and discharge a proportion of all the debts and
3 liabilities of the town of Needham at the time of the
4 passage of this act equal to the proportion which
5 the assessors’ valuation of the taxable property, real
6 and personal, within the limits of the town of Welles-
-7 ley, bore to the assessors’ valuation of the whole
8 amount of taxable property, real and personal, in
9 the town of Needham on the first day of May last

1 Sect. 6. The annual excess, if any, of maintain-
-2 ing the public schools, highways, and bridges in that
3 part of the town of Needham remaining after the
4 division of said town, as provided in this act, over

5 and above the expense of maintaining the public
6 schools, highways, and bridges in that part of Need-
-7 ham incorporated as the town of Wellesley, if not
8 agreed upon by the selectmen of Needham and
9 Wellesley, shall be ascertained by the commission-

10 ers, provided for in section ten of this act, on the
11 basis of expenditures therefor in the year eighteen
12 hundred and eighty ; and the town of Wellesley
13 shall pay of such excess in the proportion which
14 the valuation .in the vear eighteen hundred and
15 eighty of the part of Needham incorporated
16 as the town of Wellesley bore to the remaining part
17 of said town of Needham, and shall provide for, pay,
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18 and discharge the same as follows : to wit, the town
19 of Wellesley shall pay to the town of Needham a
20 sum of money, the annual interest of which, at six
21 per cent, shall equal in amount the part of such
22 excess to be paid by the town of Wellesley, as here-
-23 in provided.

1 Sect. 7. The town of Wellesley shall receive one-
-2 half of whatever amount may be refunded to the
3 town of Needham from the Commonwealth or the
4 United States to reimburse said town of Needham for
5 bounties to soldiers, or State aid paid to the fam-
-6 ily of any soldier, after deducting reasonable ex-
-7 penses.

1 Sect. 8. The town of Wellesley shall bear the
2 expense of making the survey of and establishing
3 the line between the towns of Needham and
4 Wellesley.

1 Sect. 9. All suits and proceedings at law or in
2 equity, where the cause of action in favor of or
3 against the town of Needham arose before the
4 passage of this act, may be instituted, prosecuted,
5 or defended, as the case may be, by the town of
6 Needham, in the same manner and with the same
7 effect as if this act had not been passed ; and the
8 amount recovered in any such suit or proceeding by
9 or against the town of Needham, shall be received

10 or paid, as the case may be, and divided between
11 the towns of Needham and Wellesley in the same
12 proportions as the public property and debts of said
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L 3 town of Needham are required to be divided by this
14 act.

1 Sect. 10. In case the towns of Needham and
2 Wellesley shall not agree in respect to the division
3 of the property or debts of the town of Needham, or

4 in respect to the establishment of the boundary line
5 between said towns, or with respect to the amount
6 of money, if any, to be paid by the town of Welles-
-7 ley to the town of Needham, under the provisions of
8 the sixth section of this act, the Supreme Judicial
9 Court for the county of Norfolk shall, upon petition

10 of either one of said towns, and after reasonable
11 notice to the other, appoint three discreet persons
12 as commissioners to hear the parties and determine
13 the differences. Said petition may be filed, and said
14 appointment may be made, in vacation or in term
15 time. The award of a majority of said commis-
-16 siouers, when returned to and accepted by the
17 court, shall be final; but the court shall have power,
18 for proper cause shown, to set aside said award, or
19 to re-commit it to the commissioners, or to remove
20 said commissioners, and to appoint others in their
21 stead. And the court shall have power to render
22 judgment, or make any order or decree upon said
23 award, to issue execution, or any other proper
24 process to enforce such judgment, decree, or order.

1 Sect. 11. The town of Wellesley shall, until
2 otherwise provided by law, continue to be a part of
3 the eighth congressional district, of the second coun-
-4 cillor district, of the second Norfolk senatorial dis-
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5 trict, and of the ninth representative district of
6 Norfolk County. The inhabitants of said town of
7 Wellesley shall vote for each of said officers in the

s 8 town of Wellesley. The selectmen and clerk of said
9 town of Wellesley, in each of said cases, shall make

10 returns as if said town had existed at the time of the
11 formation of said districts.

1 Sect. 12. Any justice of the peace within and
2 tor the county of Norfolk, whose residence is in the
3 town of Wellesley, may issue his warrant, directed
4 to any inhabitant of said town of Wellesley, requir-
-5 ing him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof,
6 qualified to vote in town affairs, to meet at the time
7 and place therein appointed for the purpose of
8 choosing all such officers as towns are by law author-
-9 ized and required to choose at their annual meet-

-10 ings ; and said warrant shall be served by posting
11 up copies thereof, attested by the person to whom
12 the same is directed, in three or more public places
13 in said town of Wellesley seven days at least before
14 such time of meeting. Such justice, or, in his ab-
-15 sence, such inhabitant, required to notify the meeting,
16 shall preside until the choice of moderator in said
17 town meeting. The selectmen of said town of Need-
-18 ham shall, before said meeting, prepare a list of voters
19 in said town of Wellesley qualified to vote at said
20 meeting, and shall deliver the same to the person
21 presiding at such meeting before the choice of mod-
)') prnfm’ fhornnf
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1 Sect. 13. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.

House op Representatives, March 15, 1881.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.


