
HOUSE No. 345.

House of Representatives, Mar. 80, 1881.

The Committee on Constitutional Amendments, who were
instructed to consider what action is necessary for submitting
to the people an article of amendment to the Constitution
relative to the disfranchisement of certain soldiers and sailors
becoming paupers, report the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

ALBERT E. CLARKE.
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RESOLVE

Concerning an Amendment to the Constitution to Prevent
the Disfranchisement of certain Soldiers and Sailors becom-
ing Paupers.

Resolved, That the following article of amendment of the
Constitution, having been agreed to by the last and present
General Courts, and published in the manner required by the
Constitution, be submitted to the people for their ratification
and adoption:

Article op Amendment.
No person having served in the army or navy of the

United States in time of war, and having been honorably
discharged from such service, if otherwise qualified to vote,
shall be disqualified therefor on account of being a pauper;
or, if a pauper, because of the non-payment of a poll tax.

Resolved, That the people shall be assembled for the pur-
pose aforesaid, in their respective cities and towns, in meet-
ings to be legally warned, and held on Tuesday, the eighth
day of November next, at which meeting all the inhabitants
qualified to vote for senators and representatives in the Gen-
eral Court may give in their votes, by ballot, for or against
said article of amendment; and the same officers shall preside
in the said meetings as in the meetings for the choice of seua*
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.



1881.} HOUSE. —m. 345. s
tors and representatives,'and shall in open meeting receive,
sort, count, and declare the votes of the inhabitants, for arid
against the same ; and the said votes shall be recorded by the
clerks of said cities and towns, and true returns thereof shall
he made out under the hands of the mayor and aldermen of
the several cities, and of the selectmen, or a major part of
them* and of the clerks of the said, cities nnd .towns, respec-
tively, and sealed up and delivered to the sheriff of the county
within three days after the said meetings, to be by him trans-
mitted to the office of the secretary of the Cbmmonwealth
within seven days after receiving the same ; of the said
mayors and aldermen, and selectmen, respectively, shall
themselves transmit the same to the said office within ten
days after the said meetings: provided, that in the several
cities., the meetings held under thisresolve shall be conducted
according to the provisions, of, the acts establishing the same,
and of the several acts in addition thereto.

Resolved, That every person qualified to vote as aforesaid
may express his opinion on said article of amendment with-
out expressing in his ballot the contents of said article ; but
the form of said ballot shall be as follows: “Amendment to
the Constitution, Yes,” or “No.” And if said article shall
appear to be approved by a majority of the persons voting
thereon, it shall be deemed and taken to be ratified and
adopted by the people.

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor and the Council
shall forthwith open and examine the votes returned as afore-
said; and if it shall appear that said article of amendment
has been approved by a majority of the persons voting there-
on, according to the votes returned and certified as aforesaid,
the same shall be enrolled on parchment, and deposited in
the Secretary’s office, as a part of the Constitution of this
Commonwealth, and shall be published in immediate connec-
tion therewith, numbered according to its numerical position,
with the articles of amendment of the Constitution heretofore
adopted, in all future editions of the laws of this Common-
wealth, printed by public authority.

Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be, and he
hereby is, authorized and requesied to issue his proclamation
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forthwith after the examination of the votes returned as
aforesaid, reciting said article of amendment, and announcing
that said article has been duly adopted and ratified by the
people of this Commonwealth, and has become a part of the
Constitution thereof, and requiring all magistrates and offi-
cers, and all citizens of the said Commonwealth, to take
notice thereof, and govern themselves accordingly; or that
the said article of amendment has been rejected, as the case
may be.

Resolved, That a printed copy of these resolves, including
the said article of amendment, and blank forms of the returns
of votes on said article, shall be transmitted, as soon as may
be, by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to the mayors
and aldermen of the several cities, and the selectmen of the
several towns, of this Commonwealth.


