
HOUSE .... No. 307.

House, No. 277, as ordered to a third reading by the House.]

AN ACT
To prohibit the Improper Use of Money or other Con-

sideration for Election Purposes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever agrees or contracts for any
2 money, gift, office, employment, or other reward or

3 valuable consideration whatsoever, either to vote, or

4 to procure the vote of any other person, for any
5 candidate or candidates for office at an election, and
6 whoever solicits or accepts any such money, gift,

<£ommcmiucaltl) of iflassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.
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7 office, or employment as a consideration or reward
8 for so voting, or so procuring the vote of another
9 person at such election, shall, on Conviction, be

10 punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more

11 than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in
12 the house of correction not less than three months,
13 nor more than one year, or by both, at the discretion
14 of the court, and shall be thereafter disqualified for
15 holding any office for the period of five years.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever gives or promises, directly or
2 indirectly, any money, gift, office, employment, or
3 other valuable consideration or reward whatso-
-4 ever, to any person in order to procure the vote of
5 such person for any candidate or candidates for office
6 at an election, and whoever expends any money
7 knowing, or having reasonable cause to believe, that
8 such money, or any part thereof, is to be given to
9 any person for the purpose of inducing him to vote

10 for such candidate or candidates, shall, on conviction,
11 be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more

12 than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in
13 the house of correction not less than three months
14 or more than one year, or by both, at the discretion
15 of the court, and shall be thereafter disqualified for
16 holding any office for the period of seven years.

1 Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of cities, and
2 the selectmen of towns, shall, at least fifteen days
3 before the annual city and town elections, and at
4 least fifteen days before the Tuesday next after the
5 first Monday in November, annually, cause a copy
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6 of this act to be posted up beside each voting-list as
7 are now posted according to law, and on each town
8 hall, with the same penalties for defacing or remov-
-9 ing as now exist tor defacement or removal of voting-

-10 lists.

1 Sect. 4. Any violation of section three of this
2 act by the officers named therein shall be punished
3 by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor
4 more than one thousand dollars.




