
HOUSE No. 390.

House of Representatives, April 19, 1881.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
to establish boards of Visiting Physicians for the State Luna-
tic Hospitals, report asking to be discharged from the further
consideration of the same.

For the Committee,

JOHN G. WEBSTER.

House of Representatives, April 19, 1881.

Accepted.

GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, April 19, 1881.
The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom

was referred the Bill to establish a Board of Visiting Physi-
cians for the State Lunatic Hospitals, introduced on leave by
Mr. Baker of Beverly, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,
S. C. HARTWELL.

Commonwealth of iitassadjusette.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To establish Boards of Visiting Physicians for State

Lunatic Hospitals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. On or before the first day of June, in
2 the year eighteen hundred and eighty-one, and every
3 third year thereafter, the governor shall, with the
4 advice and consent of the council, appoint for each
5 of the state lunatic hospitals in this Commonwealth
6 three persons, physicians who have received the
7 degree of doctor of medicine from some legally
8 organized medical college, and one of whom may be
9 a woman, to be a board of visiting physicians for

10 each of the lunatic hospitals in this state; they shall
11 hold office for three years, or until others are ap-
-12 pointed in their stead.

€ommotu»caltl) of iilassacfyusctts.



1881.] HOUSE —No. 390 3

1 Sect. 2. The members of the board of visiting
2 physicians shall have, at all times, access to all parts
3 of the hospital with which they are connected, and
4 the patients therein, and all the usual privileges
0 allowed to consulting physicians in other institutions.
6 They shall, when requested, confer and advise with
7 the superintendent of the hospital to which they
8 belong respecting the treatment dr interest of any
9 patient therein. The visiting board of each hospital

10 shall report, on or before the tenth day of October
11 in each year, to the board of health, lunacy, and
12 charity, such facts and recommendations as they
13 may deem best. The necessary travelling expenses
14 of the members of the board of visiting physicians
15 shall be allowed and paid out of the funds appro-
-16 printed for the support of the several hospitals, but
IT no compensation shall be paid them.

1 Sect. 3. Any lunatic hospital or asylum may
2 appoint, and all state hospitals and asylums contain-
-3 ing more than two hundred patients shall appoint,
4 in addition to their present medical staff, at-least- one
5 graduate of a regular medical school, who shall re-
-6 side in said hospital or asylum, and shall perform
7 the duties which the superintendent may assign him,
8 such as are performed in general hospitals by house
9 physicians; he’ receiving such instruction from the

10 medical officers of the hospital, and rendering them
11 such assistance as shall both promote his own knowl-
-12 edge of the nature and proper treatment of insanity,
13 and shall also increase the direct medical supervision
14 of the patients. Hospitals containing more than
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15 three hundred patients shall be required to appoint
16 two such medical graduates. Every hospital shall
17 appoint one additional graduate for each hundred
18 patients in excess of three hundred under its charge;
19 but not more than three such graduates shall be as-

-20 signed to any one hospital. The trustees of said
21 hospitals shall make provision for the residence and

22 incidental expenses of such medical graduates, who
23 shall receive no compensation for their services, and

24 shall not reside in any one hospital longer than two

25 years, unless appointed on the paid medical staff of
26 such hospitals. An examination of candidates for

27 the appointments above described shall be held as

28 often as once a year, by such a committee of phy-
-29 sicians as the board of health, lunacy, and charity
30 may appoint for the purpose, and from those who

31 satisfactorily pass such examinations the superinten-
-32 dent of each hospital, with the approval of the trus-

-33 tees, shall make the appointments ; but if a sufficient

34 number of candidates shall not have passed the afore-

-35 said examination, then the superintendent and trus-

-36 tees may appoint such medical graduates, otherwise
37 qualified, as they may select, to the number required
38 in each instance by the preceding part of this section.


