
HOUSE No. 431

House of Representatives, May 5, 1881
The Committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred

the Bill for the Better Security of the Ballot, report that the
further consideration thereof be referred to the next General
Court.

For the Committee,

Y. M. PORTER
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one

AN ACT
For the Better Security of the Ballot.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All votes for state and municipal
2 officers, for electors of president and vice-president
3 of the United States, and representatives in Con-
-4 gress, shall clearly indicate, in writing or print, the
5 office for which each person voted for is designated,
6 and shall be deposited in the ballot-box in one sealed
7 envelope, furnished as hereinafter provided, and
8 no vote deposited in any other manner shall be
9 counted.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the secretary of
2 state to provide a sufficient quanty of self-sealing
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3 envelopes of uniform appearance, and of suitable size
4 and quality, for the use of all the voters in the Com-
-5 monwealth, and on or before the first day of Octo-
-6 ber of each year to notify each clerk of every town
7 and city in the state, that the same are ready for
8 delivery ; and it shall also be the duty of the said
9 secretary to keep thereafter constantly on hand a

10 quantity of said envelopes, sufficient to supply all the
11 voters of the Commonwealth at any and all elections,
12 for the officers mentioned in the first section of this
13 act, that may take place, and to furnish the same to
14 the clerks of the several towns and cities whenever
15 they shall apply for them.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each
2 town and city in the Commonwealth, on receiving the
3 notice aforesaid, forthwith to obtain from the secre-

-4 tary of state a number of envelopes equal to six
5 times the number of names on the list of voters of
6 the preceding year of such town or city, and to keep
7 the same in his office, subject to the order of the
8 selectmen of the town, or the wardens and inspec-
-9 tors of the city. And it shall be the further duty of

10 the clerks aforesaid to procure thereafter, in the
11 manner before provided, and keep constantly on

12 hand, such number of envelopes as may be sufficient
13 to meet the wants of the voters of their respective
14 towns or cities at any election of officers named in
15 the first section of this act.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of

2 each town, and the wardens and inspectors of every
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3 ward in each city within the state, to obtain from
4 the clerks of their several towns and cities, and pro-
-5 vide at the polls on the day of election, a sufficient
6 quantity of the envelopes aforesaid, and to appoint
7 two or more persons to take charge of the same, and
8 supply each person claiming to be a voter in the
9 said town or city, on his personal application, and no

10 others, with such a number as the pending election
11 may require, and to return to the clerk aforesaid all
12 envelopes not used.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the further duty of the in-
-2 specting officers aforesaid, in the first place, to count
3 the envelopes at the close of the polls, and thus
4 ascertain the number of persons who have voted;
5 they then shall proceed to open the envelopes, and
6 if in any case more than one vote is found in any
7 one envelope, bearing the name of the same person
8 for the same office, all but one such vote shall be
9 thrown out; or if two or more votes be found in one

10 envelope bearing the names of different persons for
11 the same office, all such votes shall be rejected.
12 And any envelope found to contain only a blank
13 shall not be counted as a ballot. And if any en-

-14 velope shall be found in the ballot-box bearing any
15 mark, impression, or device, or color, designed to
16 distinguish such envelope from others deposited by
17 voters, it shall not be counted as a ballot.

1 Sect. 6. All acts and part of acts inconsistent
2 with this act are hereby repealed.


